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New Policy Forbids Faculty's 
Children and Pets on Campus
by Rick Kurker '09
Asst. News Editor
Two new policies became effective 
at Providence College on Feb. 2, 2009, 
which prohibit the presence of chil­
dren and pets in buildings on campus. 
The "Animal and Pets
CAMPUS Policy" is, according to 
NEWS fhe policy statement, 
intended to "promote 
the safety of persons on campus and 
maintain sanitary conditions."
According to the provisions of the 
policy, animals are not permitted in 
buildings on campus, with the excep­
tion of service animals and approved 
research animals. Owners of service
animals are responsible for the actions 
of the animals, and no animals are per­
mitted in residence halls, with the 
exception of fish in small aquariums. 
Domesticated animals are allowed on
the campus grounds as long as they 
are under secure restraint by their 
owners, are inoculated for rabies, and 
are cleaned up after by their owners. 
Individuals with such domesticated
animals are responsible for their ani­
mals' actions and are expected to con­
trol the animal such that day-to-day 
activities are not disturbed.
The second policy is the "Children 
in the Workplace and/or Classroom 
Policy," which states that, "in general, 
the workplace and the classroom are 
not appropriate places for minor chil­
dren to be present on a frequent or 
continuing basis." According to the 
policy, "children" are defined as "per-





by Rick Kurker '09 
Asst. News Editor
Around 3:00 a.m. on Sunday, Feb. 8, 
2009, several students occupied 
Providence College's Suites Hall 
Pavilion, threatening passing students 
with wnat appeared to
CAMPUS be real guns. Although it 
NEWS was later determined 
that the guns were not 
real, students who encountered the 
scene were uncertain whether or not 
they might be in danger.
According to students who wit­
nessed this display of potential vio­
lence, there were about five or six stu­
dents carrying the guns. Several stu­
dents kept an eye on the situation 
from the third floor of Suites Hall, 
which overlooks the pavilion through 
a glass window.
Stephanie Kanniard '11 said that one 
student pointed a gun at her and told 
her that she "better run" when she 
entered the Suites Pavilion.
"I had just walked into the Suites, so 
I did what they said and kept walk­
ing," said Kanniard.
"The guns looked pretty real," said 
one witness who requested anonymity. 
"They didn't look like BB guns or any­
thing at first glance."
The student reported what he saw to 
his resident assistant, who later went 




PC Agrees to Workers Rights 
Constortium Standards
by Devin Murphy '10
News Editor
The Department of Music will be 
sponsoring a benefit concert on Sunday, 
March 1, at 2:00 p.m. in Ryan Concert 
Hall for Mike McNamara '08.
McNamara received
SPECIAL news on the day of 
EVENT his graduation last 
May that he had a 
brain tumor. Since his diagnosis he has 
undergone surgery, chemotherapy, 
radiation treatment, and rehabilitation.
Jennifer Bill, Ph.D., Department of 
Music, Patricia Cichy, Ph.D., Department 
of Music, and Christiane Daiby '09 have 
been working together to organize the 
benefit concert.
"The idea for the benefit concert 
came from Dr. Cichy, Christiane 
Darby, and me," said Bill. "We wanted 
to show our support for Mike and his
PHOTO COURTESY OF JENNIFER BILL
ABOVE: Mike McNamara 'o8, honoree of 
the benefit concert to be held on Sunday.
family, and as musicians giving a con­
cert is the best way we know how. We
CONCERT/Page 5 
by Allison O'Connor '10
News Staff
On Friday, Feb. 20, 2009 Rev. Brian J. 
Shanley, O.P., president of Providence 
College, made the final decision to affiliate 
Providence College with The Worker 
Rights Consortium [WRC].
CAMPUS Joining thisorganization 
NEWS ensuresthat PC will now 
be entirely free of apparel 
produced in sweatshops where workers' 
rights are unjustly exploited. This decision 
manifests the fruition of the goals of the 
Sweat Free PC movement.
The Sweat Free PC movement originat­
ed within a Contemporary Sociological 
Theory class taught by Cedric de Leon, 
Ph.D., Department of Sociology.
"In [de Leon's] class last spring 
semester, about half of the class was 
dedicated to learning about sweat­
shops and to beginning the initiative to 
start the Sweat Free PC movement," 
said Caroline Fay '11.
Ever since, the group has been 
working to move PC toward endorsing 
goods that are produced and pur­
chased through fair trade efforts, with 
their primary focus on anti-sweatshop 
apparel and affiliation with the 
Workers Rights Consortium.
The WRC is an independent moni­
toring organization devoid of corpo­
rate influence, and was established by 
university administrators, students, 
and international labor rights experts. 
The organization embodies a designat­
ed suppliers program in which real 
and trustworthy relationships are 
established between apparel factory 
workers and organization members to 
ensure there is no exploitation in the 
production environments. As stated 
on its Web site, the purpose of the 
WRC "is to combat sweatshops and 
protect the rights of workers who sew
WRC/Page 7
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Exotic Animals Visit '64 Hall
The Board of Programmers' 
Multicultural Board sponsored Jungle 
Encounters on Thursday, Feb. 12, 2009. 
Debbie, a representative from the 
Jungle Encounters company, present­
ed several different animals and 
described their eating and living 
habits to students.
Jungle Encounters takes its animals 
as babies from wildlife conserves, pri­
vate homes, or zoos. They never 
remove animals from the wild.
"We raise them from as young as 
possible to prepare them for travel," 
said Debbie. "They are used to 
crowds of people and traveling from 
the beginning."
The first animal presented was a 
half-pound, one-year-old marmoset 
named PJ. Indigenous to Brazil, mar­
mosets have a DNA breakdown that 
is only five chromosomes different 
from humans.
"They live in the canopy layer of the 
rainforest," said Debbie. "Unlike most 
monkeys, marmosets don't have fin­
gernails, but claws. This helps them 
jump from tree to tree."
PJ's diet consists of berries and other 
fruits, but according to Debbie, wild 
marmosets also eat leaves, lizards, and 
bird eggs.
"The fascinating thing about mon­
keys, including marmosets, is that they 
can think ahead and plan—including 
for future meals," said Debbie.
Debbie next presented an African 
feathered fox, Digger. Weighing two and 
a half pounds, his breed is the smallest of 
all foxes. Native to the Sahara Desert, to 
evade the larger foxes and wild dogs that 
prey on them, African feathered foxes
SARA SPIRITO 'li/The Cowl
Students were able to experience various wild animals firsthand at Jungle Encounters, sponsored by the Board of Programmers.
bury deep under the sand. They also 
consume a diet of lizards while buried.
Digger prefers to eat dog biscuits 
and fruit to lizards.
"Digger makes a shrill noise when 
he's happy," said Debbie.
When she petted his back, he began 
to shriek in a high-pitched tone. He 
makes the same noise when he plays 
with the female African feathered fox 
Jungle Encounters also owns.
"She is the typical girl," said Debbie. 
"She much more enjoys when I pick her 
up and hold her. Digger always tries to 
coax her into playing."
Nicole Williams '11, a member of 
Board of Programmers said she 
enjoyed the turnout at the event.
"I know what it's like to plan 
events, so it's nice to see when anoth­
er board has a large turnout for an 
event," said Williams.
—Kylie Lacey '11
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2:00 p.m. Women's 
Basketball vs. Notre 
Dame, Alumni Hall, 
Mullaney Gym 





Concert for Michael 
McNamara '08, Smith 
Center for the Arts, 





S.A.V.E: The Yellow 
Dress, Smith Center 





4:00 p.m. Race in the
21st Century, Moore
Hall III 
3:30 p.m. Summer 
Internship Workshop, 
Slavin Center, Room 
117 
5:00 p.m. Project 
S.A.V.E: Philosophy 
of Love, Aquinas 
Hall, Aquinas Lounge 
7:30 p.m. College 
Republicans Meeting, 











Library, First Floor 
Lobby 












The Cowl is committed to accuracy and carefully checks every article that goes into print to 
ensure that the facts are presented clearly and truthfully. If you find an error in any article, 
please e-mail the editor at thecowl@providence.edu. Corrections will be printed as necessary 
on page 2.
$500.00 per bedroom.
Call Jenn at 401-789-7700. 
Pier Realty Property 
Manager
7:00 p.m. "Sounds of a Royal Flute," SmithCenter for the Ar syan Concert Hall
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African-American Society Celebrates Black History Month
by Sara Beth Labanara '11
News Staff
In honor of Black History Month the 
African-American Society at Providence 
College will be hosting a series of events 
which started on Monday, 
Feb. 23, and will continue 
CAMPUS until Saturday, Feb. 28. 
NEWS African-American Society 
President Adriana
Okwara '09 said that Black History 
Month will be recognized and celebrated 
at the College with an exploration of 
black culture based on art, cinema, histo­
ry, and performances. Okwara and her 
club members have put together five 
events. The celebration began on 
Monday in Moore Hall II at 7:00 p.m. 
with a showing of a movie by Spike Lee 
called "Do The Right Thing." The movie 
deals with racial prejudices and the con­
sequences that often result from them. 
On Tuesday the African-American 
Society hosted a forum on Racial 
Stereotypes in Slavin G01 at 6:30 p.m.
Okwara began the discussion with the 
presentation of several images depicting 
people of different races. Okwara asked 
the group to share the stereotypes that 
are often associated with each race. She 
encouraged the group to say whatever 
was on their mind in order to facilitate an 
insightful discussion.
"Don't be afraid to say anything," 
said Okwara.
The pictures shown were of a Native 
American man, a Hispanic man, an 
Asian woman, a Middle-Eastern man, an 
African-American woman, and others. 
Okwara also asked the group to 
acknowledge stereotypes that are 
attached to women, African-American 
men, homosexuals, and Caucasians.
Kicking off the discussion on stereo­
types was a statement by Joel Filpo '12 
about the emergence of stereotypes.
"If you let it get to you, you create it, 
and you create the stereotype. But if 
mark@the02908club.com
you ignore it, it's not a stereotype. It 
only becomes a stereotype if you allow 
it," said Filpo.
Okwara disagreed with Filpo's state­
ment because she said that stereotypes 
strongly affect people in their every­
day lives and that sometimes they can­
not be ignored.
"For example, African-American 
males will get arrested because people 
assume they'll steal a car; it affects their 
everyday lives," said Okwara.
Manny Amanfor TO also disagreed 
with Filpo's comment that was reassert­
ed later in the discussion.
"Honestly, it's easier said when you're 
not African-American," said Amanfor. 
"There are so many 
types of racism that 
exist. Those who 
choose to show the 
racism are less dan­
gerous than those 
who keep it inside."





"The color of my 
skin is not going 
anywhere, I can't 
hide it, but you can hide your reli­
gion," said Naomi Brown-Jones '11. "I 
have to deal with it every single day 
that I wake up. You can't know unless 
you've been there; my life is essential­
ly different from yours."
Despite differing viewpoints, all 
students held in common the belief 
that it is essential to transcend vari­
ous racial stereotypes in order to 
make social progress.
On Wednesday, a "Poetry Slam" was 
held in McPhail's at 7:00 p.m., and The 
Fannie Lou Hamer Story will play in the 
John Bowab Studio Theater in the Smith 
Center for the Arts on Thursday at 6:30 
p.m. Weekend events will include the 
I want not only the black com­
munity, but all of the commu­
nities at PC to understand how 
important African-Americans 
are to our History.
Adriana Okwara '09
masquerade ball on Friday, Feb. 27, at 
9:30 p.m., in '64 Hall. At 6:00 p.m. on 
Saturday, Feb. 28, in '64 Hall, there will 
be a presentation called "The Civil Rights 
Era: Trials and Tribulations." The presen­
tation will include the African-American 
Society highlighting the milestones that 
have occurred in black history, especially 
during the Civil Rights Era.
The African-American Society 
planned these events with the assistance 
of the Political Science Club, the Public 
and Community Service Club, the 
Department of History, The Balfour 
Center, and the Black Studies program. 
The predicted biggest event will be The 
Fannie Lou Hamer Story, according to, 
Okwara. This event, 
to take place at the 
Bowab Theater, will 
consist of a perform­
ance by actress Mzuri 
who plays Fannie 
Lou Hamer, a native 
Mississippian who 
became a state and 
national leader dur­
ing the Civil Rights 
Era. In order to bring 
in the greatest 
turnout possible, the 
African-American
Society has been publicizing the play 
through WDOM, PC TV, Facebook, and 
fliers on kiosks around campus. Since 
these events have never been held at PC 
before, publicizing is key, according to, 
Okwara. In addition to high turnouts at 
the events, Okwara hopes that the events 
can accomplish something greater.
"I want not only the black community, 
but all of the communities at PC to under­
stand how important African-Americans 
are to our history," said Okwara.
Tara Miller '09, treasurer of the 
African American Society, agreed with 
Okwara and feels that Black History 
Month should be a celebration of 
America's history.
"We're looking to celebrate how far 
we've come and to celebrate our accom­
plishments," said Miller.
The African-American Society finds 
this Black History Month to be especially 
important because of Barack Obama's 
victory and his rise to the presidency 
marking the first African-American to 
become the president of the United 
States. Okwara believes that Obama's 
victory marks a milestone in African- 
Americans' struggle for equality.
"I think without the people of our past 
[Obama] never would have gotten as far 
as he did," said Okwara.
At PC, the African-American Society 
hopes to get all communities to recog­
nize the importance of African- 
Americans in the history of the United 
States. Okwara strongly believes that the 
African-American Society is responsible 
for spreading news on campus about the 
Black community.
"If it wasn't for our [African- 
American] Society we probably wouldn't 
hear much about the Black community," 
said Okwara.
The group is hopeful for a popular and 
well received black History Month at PC 
but is wary about one main obstacle that 
may hinder their success.
"I think one obstacle is getting white 
people to feel that they can relate to 
African-American history and just to get 
that basic support that we're looking 
for," said Okwara.
The group also hopes that the recogni­
tion of Black History Month can explore 
and shed light upon diversity at PC.
"Since there is a lack of diversity on the 
campus, Black History Month is a way 
to bring diversity and awareness to the 
campus," said Brianna King '11, secre­
tary of African-American Society.
Through the series of events through­
out this week, the group hopes to get stu­
dents to realize that black history is their 
history too due to the impact it has made 
on America's history in general.
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Fortunato and Hay Speak to Congress
STUDENT
CONGRESS
by Devin Murphy ’10
News Editor
Christopher Fortunato, associate vice 
president for Student Affairs and Dean of 
Students, and Sharon Hay, Dean of 
Student Programming, were special 
guests at the Feb. 24, 
2009 Student Congress 
meeting. They were 
there to answer any 
questions Congress members had about 
the Choices Program or anything else that 
was on their minds.
Fortunato fielded most of the ques­
tions for over an hour. Before he started 
taking questions, he spoke about student 
leadership on campus and its effect on 
the Choices Program.
"I think you all know the kind of 
power that student leaders on this 
campus yield, and that's a good thing," 
said Fortunato.
Recently, Student Congress mem­
bers participated in a session of the 
Choices Program, in which they eval­
uated their drinking habits. 
Ultimately, the Choices Program will 
train student leaders in harm reduc­
tion and give them greater moral 
authority to evaluate the actions of 
the students to participate in the 
organizations which they lead. 
Currently, Student Congress, Friars 
Club, and Board of Programmers
2010 Legislation Awaiting 
Approval from Administration
by Allison O'Connor TO
News Staff
In reaction to the sudden and dras­
tic changes made to the alcohol poli­
cy in the Student Handbook without 
student input this past fall, Student 
Congress 2010 members drafted leg­
islation to instigate a solidified 
Process on Policy and Procedure at 
Providence College.
"It was an unchecked process that 
should not occur again," said Tom 
Fitzgerald '11.
After conducting thorough research 
into similar and in-area universities 
and colleges, 2010 members devised a 
structured procedure and committee 
to be utilized when changes are to be 
made to the handbook.
"The class of 2010 took on the initia­
tive of researching peer institutions to 
find out if and how they have a policy to 
review changes in the handbook," said 
Liz Wolf '09, president of Student 
Congress. "Surprisingly PC was one of 
the few schools that does not have one."
The underlying factor for the estab­
lishment of a Committee on Policy and 
Procedure is to give the students a true 
voice by fully implementing them in 
important decision-making processes 
regarding policies that highly affect the 
lives of college students here on campus.
"This is a productive and construc­
tive way of dealing with the issue of 
process that so many students are con­
cerned with," said Wolf. "This com­
mittee will bring all of the players who 
are invested in handbook regulations 
to the table, which is something that 
we need now more than ever."
The proposal for a Handbook Policy 
Review Process was proposed at the 
Congress meeting on Jan. 27, 2009. 
Congress passed the proposal through 
a unanimous vote in favor of the legis­
lation on Feb. 3, 2009.
"The legislation passed on the cre­
ation of a Committee on Policy and 
Procedure is a huge step forward for 
Providence College," said Wolf.
In order to combat the current 
absence of a standard process for mak­
ing policy changes to the handbook, 
the legislation sets forth a structured 
set of guidelines to be followed when 
policies are changed. A major compo­
nent of these guidelines would be the 
deliberation of issues with the 
Committee bn Policy and Procedure, 
which would be composed of a mem­
[BOP] are being singled out as groups 
on campus with student leaders.
"I would like to see all of you stu­
dent leaders on this campus to have 
more power," said Fortunato.
According to Fortunato, harm 
reduction training would enable stu­
dent leaders to become better role 
models and have better information 
regarding the dangers of alcohol.
Aside from the Choices Program 
Fortunato also highlighted that he 
wanted to talk about an honor code 
among students and student leaders, 
and student involvement in judicial 
hearings. He also said that he wants 
the administration to become more 
involved with students directly.
"The administration can and must lis­
ten to students more," said Fortunato.
He said that he is currently working 
on implementing conversation sta­
tions around campus at which each 
administrator will be required to sit 
for one or two office hours per week to 
talk with students. He is also looking 
into developing a simple Web site 
where he can post messages to the stu­
dent body and give students the 
option to respond to them.
After Fortunato's opening remarks 
Congress members were able to ask 
their questions.
The first question came from Joe 
Miller '10.
ber of Student Congress, a student 
who is not a member of Congress, a 
Resident Assistant, a member of the 
Faculty Senate, the Dean of Residence 
Life, one representative from the 
Office of Student Conduct, the Vice 
President of Student Affairs, the Dean 
of Student Services, and the 
Undergraduate Dean.
Now it is currently in the hands of the 
administration to either approve or reject 
the implementation of this vital legisla­
tion that has been proposed at PC.
"Both myself and our class want 
to make everyone aware of the steps 
that have been taken by 2010 
Congress, as this is the only official 
response to the alcohol policy 
changes made earlier this year," 
said Jaimie Scambio TO, president 
of the class of 2010. "The goal is 
now to show students that Congress 
has listened to their concerns and 
that the administration must now 
follow through based on this stu­
dent response."
In order to achieve these goals, 
Scambio and members of 2010 
Congress asked each member of 
Student Congress to show their sup­
port for the Process on Policy and 
Procedure legislation through the 
composition of a letter or e-mail touch­
ing upon their initial reaction to the 
changes made to the policy at the 
beginning of the school year, their 
thoughts on and support for the legis­
lation, and any other additional com­
ments or opinions. These letters serve 
to demonstrate the true voice that each 
and every student possesses: a voice 
which undoubtedly deserves to be 
heard and considered, especially per­
taining to issues of policies outlined in 
the Student Handbook that directly 
impact each student's daily life.
"It is absolutely critical that student 
input is solicited when making 
changes to [the Student Handbook]," 
said Lauren Riley TO. "All we ask is 
that our opinions are considered in the 
debate."
The legislation will be presented to 
the administration for approval in the 
near future.
"No such legislation has been present­
ed to me, [as of yet] nor has any such leg­
islation been presented to Fr. Murphy," 
said Chris Fortunato, Dean of Students. 
"I am aware that Congress has been
CLASS/Page 6
"I don't feel that the Choices Program 
really fulfilled the expectations you set 
out for it," said Miller.
He said that there was no training 
portion in the session that he attended 
and the wrong students are being tar­
geted. He said that freshmen and 
sophomores should be the targets of 
the program, not student leaders. He 
also said that by making the Choices 
Program mandatory for student lead­
ers that it makes it seem as though the 
administration is expecting student 
leaders to have problems with harm 
reduction training and holding their 
peers up to a moral standard. Miller's 
concerns were met with a resounding 
"hear, hear," from Congress members.
"Is it [the Choices Program] the per­
fect program, a perfect model?" said 
Fortunato. "It may very well not be."
He did say that the program was 
never meant to be punitive and instead 
meant to be empowering against 
quasi-Greek clubs. He also said that 
students will only get out of it what 
they want to get out of it.
"If it's not giving us what we need 
then we'll change it," said Fortunato.
Jacquie DeSisto TO asked Fortunato 
why there was sudden interest in 
involving students in the judicial 
review process. She said that the sen­
ior class presented legislation to 
involve students in the judicial review 
process last year and this year, and 
they were told by Kevin Butler, Dean 
of Student Conduct that their legisla­
tion would never pass.
"I just don't think we're there yet," 
said Fortunato about involving stu­
dents in the Judicial Review process. 
"We're going to be there someday."
Before students can be involved in 
the judicial review process, 
Fortunato said there would have to 
be some sort of "meaningful steps" 
taken to show that student organiza­
tions are self-policing.
Jesse DePatsy '09 echoed DeSisto's 
concerns. He said that the senior class 
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had been working on getting students 
involved with the judicial process 
since they were sophomores. Now it 
seems as though they'll be graduating 
without ever seeing anything come 
from their work.
Fortunato said that things like this 
do take time.
"I don't want the perception to be 
that Student Affairs is where good 
ideas go to die," said Fortunato.
More student involvement in that 
area may just not have been a priority 
until now.
Sean Jones TO asked how Student 
Congress should set up a self-policing 
system and what exactly Fortunato 
was looking for in that system.
Fortunato said that Student Congress 
does have some guidelines for self 
policing student behavior, but they are 
very unwieldy and not used very often. 
He suggested that Student Congress 
come up with an ethical and moral code 
of conduct that future generations can 
look to follow.
Billy Byme '09 wanted to know what 
he as a legal senior who would be leav­
ing the College in a few months could 
expect to gain from the Choices Program.
Fortunato said that Choices is 
intended to give students information 
about drinking and about what the 
probable effects of drinking are.
After Fortunato finished taking 
questions Hay spoke briefly about the 
addition to Slavin Center to conclude 
the meeting.
"It's still kind of evolving," said Hay.
She said that she will be meeting 
with different clubs and organizations 
in the near future to discuss what they 
are looking for in this new student cen­
ter. She said that a few changes have 
been made including the locations of 
PCTV and WDOM which are no 
longer the focal points of the lower 
level. The upper level will also have a 
meeting space for private events, lec­
tures, and for clubs and orgainzations.
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Faculty Senate Votes 
Down Changes to DWC
NEWS
by Lauren Ballback '11
News Staff
Faculty Senate met on Feb. 4 to 
discuss the proposed changes to the 
Core Curriculum and other legisla­
tive proposals.
"The core curriculum
CAMPUS has been discussed in
NEWS the faculty senate for 
two years," said Megan 
Bennett '10, Academic Committee 
Chair for Student Congress.
The Senate Bill "08-09/01/0: Core 
Curriculum Requirements and 
Objectives" contains numerous changes 
to the core requirements at Providence 
College. One of the proposed changes 
targets the Development of Western 
Civilization Program.
"The renewal of DWC requires a 
major restructuring of how the DWC 
course is taught, staffed, and adminis­
tered," reads the amendment. "We 
emphatically endorse the recommen­
dations on syllabus and pedagogy, 
program administration, staffing, and 
faculty development presented in the 
DWC sub-committee report."
The proposed plan included having 45 
students per classroom, taught by a 
three-person team. There would be three 
hours of lecture a week and a two-hour 
weekly seminar once a week. Each semi­
nar would have 15 students.
"I think a substantial majority of 
Faculty Senators were united in want­
ing greater change in the Core than the 
final Bill offered," said Michael L. 
Hayes, Ph.D., of the Department of 
Social Work and Public & Community 
Service. "Where Senators differed was 
in their prediction about whether pass­
ing or defeating the bill would be more 
likely to further a process that could 
lead to greater change. I voted for the 
new core proposal judging that it 
would do that, but my colleagues, who 
have seen the current core resist 
change for many years, may well have 
been wiser to reject it."
At the meeting, John Abbruzzese, 
Ph.D., of the Department of 
Philosophy, moved to recommit the 
legislation for a proposal for a "New 
Integrative Core Program: Colloquia 
in Civilization."
William Hudson, Ph.D., Department 
of Political Science, was the chair of the 
Core Curriculum Review Committee 
(CCRC). Hudson opposed Abbruzzese's 
motion to recommit, stating it was a 
backdoor attempt to-revive a discussion 
about Civ.
The motion for a new proposal of Civ 
failed 16 yes to 16 no with three absten­
tions. The Senate continued discussions 
on the contents of the entire bill.
When a vote was called on the entire 
core legislation, it failed 16 yes to 18 no 
with 1 abstention.
"The bill failed for three reasons, 
in my opinion," said James Keating, 
Ph.D., associate professor of 
Theology and director of the 
Department of Humanities. "First, 
there was a general sense that 
although the hybrid model was inter­
esting it remained too much like old 
DWC, still too dependent on rote 
learning and did not provide enough 
student and faculty choice. The sec­
ond reason is that the core was seen 
by many as still too large and, there­
fore, too restrictive for students. 
Finally, there is a sense that Father 
Shanley has shown little interest thus 
far in working with the senate to 
reach a compromise between his 
desires and those of the faculty.
Hudson voted in favor of the final bill.
"The status quo prevails," said 
Hudson. "There is no curriculum 
reform. Students will continue to take 
the existing curriculum—now over 
thirty years old—and faculty will con­
tinue teaching it."
Michael Hayes, Ph.D., of the 
Department of Political Science and 
Department of Public and 
Community Service, also voted in 
favor of the legislation.
"We are left with the old core and a 
new, even higher, level of dissatisfac­
tion with the status quo," said Hayes. 
"I've asked those who voted against 
the core proposal, 'Okay, now what?' 
Some have replied with detailed plans 
to press ahead with more radical 
reform that the faculty could support. 
There may be life in the reform move­
ment yet."
As the newly appointed Dean of the 
School of Arts and Sciences, Sheila 
Adamus, Ph.D., did not have a vote, I 
yet she monitored the proceedings in 
her new capacity.
"I think the main reason the core 
curriculum got defeated was that it 
was such a big thing," she said. "There 
was something in there everyone 
could dislike."
Paul Czech, Ph.D., of the 
Department of Chemistry and 
Biochemistry, reported to the Board of 
Trustees the failure of the New Core 
proposal at the Faculty Senate Meeting I 
on Feb. 18. He said the board wanted 
to express a "fair amount of disap­
pointment" that the amendment didn't 
pass. He also added that the Board 
said that, "If something could pass 
with a large committee—they would 
be very happy."
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School of Business 
Seeking Accreditation 
from AACSB
by Kylie Lacey '11
News Staff
The School of Business at Providence 
College has been seeking accreditation 
from the Association to 
CAMPUS Advance Collegiate 
NEWS Schools of Business 
[AACSB] for the past five 
years. Now in its final 
stages of becoming formally accredited, 
the College School of Business expects the 
process to be finalized by the summer or 
fall of 2012.
The School of Business comprises 
the Accounting, Finance, Marketing, 
and Management majors. There are 
course requirements from each 
branch of business which all business 
majors must take, separate from the 
core curriculum requirements.
"We have a core curriculum in the 
business school," said Dean of the 
School of Business, Sue Lehrman, 
Ph.D. "No student graduates with­
out a broad range of knowledge of 
the four areas of business."
The purpose of seeking accredita­
tion, according to Lehrman, is for the 
benefit of the students.
Carol Hartley of the Department of 
Accounting said that students seeking a 
CPA [Certified Public Accountant] license 
will be looked on more highly coming 
from an accredited school.
"There are three tiers," Hartley said. 
"They want to see students from the 
top tier, an accredited school."
Other benefits to gaining accredita­
tion include improving the faculty and 
the classroom dynamic.
"The number of standards for an 
AACSB school are high," Lehrman 
said. "The great thing is that they push 
the school to have great faculty mem­
bers, scholarships, [and] research. 
They encourage self-evaluation."
According to Lehrman, an AACSB 
accreditation is important.
"They are the premier accrediting 
body," she said. "They are far and 
away the best; they are the gold stamp. 
Less than 30 percent of schools right 
now have accreditation from them."
Some aspects the AACSB examines 
are the quality of the faculty and the 
quality of the students.
"The accreditation board looks at our 
internal policies for fairness and consis­
tency," Lehrman said. "The main issue is 
to prove that we really do here what we 
say we do."
The board itself will come to the College's 
campus in the spring of 2012, and give its 
final decision several months later. Ever 
since the beginning of the process, there has 
been an intensive committee system work­
ing on making internal improvements.
"We have looked at both our 
undergraduate courses and MBA 
program," said Lehrman. "There 
have been many positive invest­
ments and improvements. For 
instance, in the future, most MBA 
courses will be taught by future pro­
fessors with their Ph.D."
Another commitee involved in the 
process is Student Services. Hartley 
and other faculty belong, along with 
students Mary Grayeck '08 and 
Matthew Hodge '08.
"We look at how to improve student 
services, how to better meet student 
needs," said Hartley.
Another new committee, the 
Student Advisory Council, is also 
being formed to improve the School of 
Business. The purpose of the council is 
to "provide input and ideas on student 
services, curriculum, student satisfac­
tion, and new proposals."
"The idea is that the students meet 
independently," said Hartley. "They 
then will meet with a faculty member 
to talk about what they've discussed."
Two students from each of the busi­
ness majors will join the committee. All 
business students will have a chance to 
vote for one of the candidates.
According to one candidate, 
Lauren Bedard '11, an accounting 
major, it is important for students to 
be involved in the accreditation 
process because it effects students so 
much. In her platform encouraging 
students to vote for her, she compares 
PC with other business schools.
"When I was touring other schools 
to decide where to go to college, I 
remember comparing programs that 
schools like Villanova, Boston College, 
and Bentley had that were missing 
here at Providence College," she said. 
"I think it is important for us to look at 
what other schools have to offer and 
modify our business school in accor­
dance to theirs so we can compete 
with the best that is out there."
Robert Smith '10 is another candidate 
for the Student Advisory Council as an 
Accounting major. According to Smith, 
students have been the force behind the 
success of the business school.
"Success of the program and 
Providence College as a whole is shaped 
by the students of which it is com­
prised," he said. "This means that we the 
students need to have an active role 
within our program in order to make 
further progress."
CONCERT: Looks to Raise $5,000 for Alumnus
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decided in the fall to put on the benefit 
concert and it has been in the works 
ever since."
McNamara was heavily involved in 
the Department of Music. He was a 
saxophone major. He performed in 
many ensembles on campus.
Cichy was McNamara's academic 
advisor, supervised his student teach­
ing, and had him in several of her 
classes. She described him as upbeat 
and intelligent.
Darby remembers McNamara very 
fondly and as one of the major musical 
influences in her life.
"Mike was one of my first friends at 
PC," said Darby. "He was a year ahead of 
me, so I always looked up to him, espe­
cially musically. He wrote a musical 
with some of his friends from home, and 
even though I first listened to it two or 
three years ago I can still sing most of the 
songs. He's just that good with music. It's 
like a second language to him. He could 
pick up any instrument and, even if he 
didn't actually know how to play it and 
had to fake it, he would make the most 
wonderful sounds that would make any 
other musician jealous."
"He's kind of natural musician and a 
natural teacher," said Cichy. "He is laid 
back in a way that made him a friend to 
everyone. [He is] very smart, very 
approachable, very well respected by his 
peers. Just one of those people who 
always had a smile on his face."
Darby remembers McNamara's 
upbeat spirit as being contagious 
while he was at PC.
"He really could put a smile on any­
one's face," said Darby. "I don't think 
I've ever seen him upset or sad, 
because he's always had a positive out­
look on everything. I know that's been 
helping him get healthier through all 
of this, too."
Bill was McNamara's chamber orches­
tra professor for four years.
"He played in saxophone quartet all 
four of his years at PC and I was their 
teacher," said Bill. "Mike always has a 
smile on his face. He is very knowl­
edgeable about music and was pas­
sionate about the saxophone quartet. It 
was a joy to see him every week."
Bill also remembers McNamara as 
always being open to new music and 
willing to share it with others.
"He always listens to a variety of 
music and likes to share new songs or 
new artists that he has found with peo­
ple," said Bill. "So when I would see 
him in Smith he would usually have 
his iPod on him and want me to listen 
to a song."
McNamara received an award from 
the Department of Music the day 
before his commencement ceremony. 
He was unable to attend his gradua­
tion the next day after he received the 
diagnosis. He was admitted to the hos­
pital immediately and underwent sur­
gery. Surgery revealed that the tumor 
was cancerous.
"And that was just a real shock to 
everyone in the department," said Cichy.
Over the summer McNamara was 
admitted to Yale New Haven 
Hospital for chemotherapy and radi­
ation treatment. He then went to 
Gaylord Hospital in Connecticut for 
rehabilitation. He is now home and 
continuing physical therapy.
"While he has a long road ahead of 
him he as a very positive outlook, and a 
lot of support from his family and 
friends," said Cichy.
The Department of Music is aiming 
to continue to help supporting them. 
They hope to raise $5,000 or as much 
as they can from the benefit. Tickets 
for students will be $20, and tickets for 
adults will be $40. All donations will 
be accepted as well and can be given to 
Bill. Any checks should be made out to 
the Mike McNamara Benefit Fund.
"Our goal is to fill the concert hall on 
Sunday," said Bill.
Darby has already raised $1,000 for 
the Mike McNamara Benefit Fund by 
selling silicon bracelets that read, 
"Live with Passion," which was a 
favorite quote of McNamara's.
Many of the groups McNamara was 
a part of at Providence College will be 
performing on Sunday. The Soul 
Explosion will be making an appear­
ance, which McNamara performed 
with while a student.
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Hard Economic Times at PC: Economy 
Could Put Building Plans on Hold
by Valerie Ferdon '12
News Staff
The declining economy has affected 
almost every aspect of Providence 
College, from the students to the PC 
Fund to admissions. In the case of
Capital Planning, how­
ever, the members see 
no need to halt the
ECONOMY
process of formulating 
ideas for future advancement.
Mark Rapoza, the director of Capital 
Planning at the College, explains that 
various projects fall under the category 
of "capital."
"Much of what we do involves the
facilities here at Providence College, 
such as adding to buildings, replacing 
equipment, and upgrading technolo­
gy," said Rapoza. "All of our projects 
add to the community and expand 
what is has to offer students."
The job of the planning committee is 
exactly what its name implies—to 
plan. Ideas are brainstormed and 
drafted in various forms before being 
presented to a cabinet.
"While the economy may impact the 
areas where money is allotted, it will not 
stop the planning process," said Rapoza. 
"We continue to look down the road and 
strive to better the experience students 
can have at Providence College."
He further explained the importance 
of ongoing planning in relation to 
upholding the attractiveness of the col­
lege. As prospective students tour vari­
ous institutions, they look closely at the 
buildings, grounds, and facilities. While 
similar colleges such as Boston College 
and Holy Cross have impressive endow­
ments that have grown over the many 
years since they were founded, PC rarely 
takes funds from its endowment for such 
projects as renovations.
In this sense, PC is forced to com­
pete. Even if plans are not executed 
immediately, extensive research in 
order to keep the campus up to date is 
extremely important for continued 
student interest in the school.
"We want to make sure that stu­
dents' expectations are met once they 
enroll at Providence College," said 
Rapoza. "Students should not only be 
comfortable, but satisfied with the 
facilities here. We want everyone to 
like where they live, as residence halls 
are always kept in the forefront of proj­
ect ideas."
Considering all Capital Planning essen­
tially benefits PC students as well as the 
community at large, it remains a top prior­
ity even in times of economic hardship.
"We strive to keep our planning going, 
and feel that no matter what the econo­
my is like, we can be aggressive," said 
Rapoza. "It is our job to put Providence 
College in the best possible light through 
expansion and renovation."
The economy, however, may drive 
one aspect of the planning process. As 
plans are executed, various profession­
als are brought in to determine 
whether or not such ideas can be done. 
They also provide a timeframe and 
estimates on cost. This stage, while 
vital to the planning process, is very 
costly and must be viewed as some­
thing only to be engineered with plans 
in which they are confident.
Rapoza explained how planning is 
based on the direction that the college 
is going in. They strive to address 
every aspect of the mission statement, 
including academics, athletics, reli­
gious life, and student life. Within the 
past five years, the College has 
improved in all of these areas with the 
work done to Hickey Hall, St. 
Catherine of Sienna Hall, Smith Center 
for the Arts, St. Dominic Chapel, the 
Center for Catholic and Dominican 
Studies, Concannon Fitness Center, 
and Raymond Cafeteria.
Another factor in choosing what plans 
are put into action is student input.
"The library renovations were in 
response to one aspect of students learn­
ing—the more individual, solitary man­
ner of studying that is now enhanced by 
the library facilities," explained Rapoza. 
"On the other hand, the Slavin renova­
tions that are now taking place were in 
relation to a different need of a 24-hour 
space with a more social atmosphere for 
both individual study, group projects 
and meetings."
"Once a need is recognized, 
Providence College takes the lead from 
the cabinet," he continued. "Priorities are 
set and are carried out in relation to what 
the students want and what we are 
financially able to provide."
As the planning committee draws 
up drafts and brainstorms ideas for 
improvements, all work is compiled 
into the Master Space Plan.
"Every five years, we revisit the 
space plan to see if the precepts are 
still valid," said Rapoza.
With the economy potentially limit­
ing further projects from starting on 
campus, the collection of ideas is espe­
cially important now and continues to 
be added to in hopes that they will be 
referred back to in the future.
Money for such projects is obtained 
from a variety of sources, and Rapoza 
expresses that there may be less 
money allotted to building if other 
areas are in greater need.
"The school chooses to put money into 
causes it sees as most deserving at a 
given time," said Rapoza. "This could be 
in a certain building or project, or in the 
area of financial aide. Either way, the 
administration wants to act as good 
stewards to the entire Providence 
College community, is always looking to 






continued from page 4
exploring legislation regarding a recom­
mendation to create a committee on pol- 
icy/procedure. In fact, I have asked one 
of the class presidents to provide further 
information about this issue as soon as 
possible for my and Fr. Murphy's 
review."
According to Scambio, she and 
Fortunato have scheduled a meeting to 
discuss the matter later this week. He 
has asked to see all of the research that 
Congress conducted, as well as any 
student support that has been received 
at this time.
Students are asking the administra­
tion to consider their opinions. 
Murphy has said that "the legislation 
will be considered with an open mind 
and discussed with Student Congress 
leadership and with College adminis­
tration."
Currently, the enthusiasm among 
the student body in favor of establish­
ing a Committee on Policy and 
Procedure has been tremendous. 
Many believe that allowing students to 
play a role in the decision-making 
process will result in greater student 
body respect for and adherence to 
school policies.
"Stricter, more detailed rules have 
proven ineffective if students feel like 
they are set by administrators who are 
removed from the reality of student 
culture," said Kerry Bergin '09. "On 
the other hand, students who con­
tribute to the creation of policy will 
believe in that policy, and will encour­





continued from front page
"I guess the RA found out that the 
guns weren't real, but when we 
asked him, he refused to tell us," said 
another anonymous student. "So for 
all we know, those guns could have 
been real."
Many students said that they were 
frustrated with the way the resident 
assistants handled the ordeal.
"I think they should have made 
some sort of report about the inci­
dent," said Kelly Sheehan '11.
"If they can tell us when someone's 
purse gets stolen off campus, why 
can't they tell us about something that 
happens in our dorm?" said Kiley 
Phelan '11.
Major Jack Leyden, executive direc­
tor of the Office of Safety and Security, 
said that his office was only contacted 
once on Sunday morning. According 
to Leyden, two students were reported 
to be shooting air guns in front of 
Suites Hall on Feb. 8 at 3:37 a.m.
"Officers responded and located the 
two students walking toward Fennell 
Hall," said Leyden. "The weapons 
were confiscated and found to be plas­
tic airsoft pistols."
According to Leyden, the students 
were only shooting at each other, 
based on a report from a witness.
"The students were referred to 
Student Conduct," said Leyden. "These 
weapons are not allowed on campus."
"With all the recent school violence, 
this activity is taken very seriously," 
said Leyden.
However, this was the only incident 
reported to the Office of Safety and 
Security on Sunday morning. According 
to Leyden, there were no reported inci­
dents inside the pavilion.
Students are still wondering exactly 
what happened in the Suites Pavilion 
that morning and why the Office of 
Safety and Security had no record of it.
"Clearly something happened in 
the pavilion," an anonymous stu­
dent said. "There was an RA there. 
So why doesn't the security office 
have any information?"
The student also said he believes 
that RAs should be required to give 
out information that pertains to stu­
dent safety.
"For all they tell the students, the 
guns in the study lounge could have 
been real," the student said. "If 
there was a threat to students, I 
think the campus should be made 
aware. We don't need to know the 
students' names, just that some­
thing happened."
Leyden said that the Office of 
Safety and Security has a procedure 
in the event that there is a gunman 
reported on campus. According to 
Leyden, a supervisor is notified 
immediately to respond to the area, 
and then officers are deployed to set 
up a perimeter. Then, the Providence 
Police and Fire Departments are noti­
fied, with appropriate communica­
tion between these departments and 
the PC Office of Safety and Security.
Leyden said that the next step 
would be to contact the executive 
director and the director of Emergency 
Management. The final step is prepa­
ration for activation of the College's 
Emergency Notification System, over­
seen by Koren Kanadanian, director of 
Emergency Management.
Missed the recent Blood Drive?
Don't Worry! You still have a chance to save some 
ones life, remember 1 person makes a difference.
We are located at 405 Promenade Street, 
right behind the Providence Place Ma .
Monday - Thursday from 8:00am - 8.00pm 
Friday from 7:30am-5:30pm
Saturday from 7:30am - 2.30pm——
Take 
the RIPTA 26/Atwells Av/RIC bus. It wil drop you off Monday
through Firday right in front of the blood center!
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by Meghan Conway '12
News Staff
Since last March, a team of 
Providence College faculty, students, 
and volunteers have been working to 
establish an early college readiness 
program for high 
school students from 
urban areas. The pro­
gram, called EXPLORE, 
co-sponsored by the
Feinstein Institute. Stephanie Blake 
'll, a social work major came up 
with the idea after considering her 
personal experiences with her col­
lege search and preparation.
"I wasn't aware of Providence 
College until my junior year of high 
school and I think high school students 
in this area deserve to know that PC is 
a great option for them," said Blake, a 
graduate of Shea High School in 
Pawtucket, R.I.
Blake wanted high school students in 
the Providence area to get involved with 
the College, and learn about what the 
school has to offer, as well as what it 
takes to prepare for college in general. 
Blake teamed up with Colleen Rost- 
Banik, of the Department of Education 
and coordinator of Service Learning at 
the Feinstein Institute, Richard Battistoni, 
Ph.D., chair of the Department of 
Political Science and professor of Public 
and Community Service Studies, and Joe 
Cammarano, Ph.D., of the Department of 
Political Science and Department of 
Public and Community service.
Together they recruited others on 
campus who added more depth to the 
program. The team tracked down 
Michael Walsh, director of Minority 
Scholarships at the Balfour Center, 
Jacqueline MacKay, associate Dean 
and director of Parents Programs, 
Wanda Ingram, Ph.D., senior associate 
dean of Undergraduate Studies, and 
Francis P. McKay, of the Department of 
Liberal Arts Honors, who all offered 
up some great ideas for the project.
Another influential person in the 
progress of the program was Laurie 
Grupp, Ph.D., director of the Center 
for Teaching. Excellence and professor 
in the Department of Education, who 
with a grant from the State of Rhode 
Island, had previously worked with 
students from Central Falls High 
School in Central Falls, R.I. Her field 
expertise and prior experience was key 
in the development of EXPLORE. 
Lizzie Lydon, Americoprs/VISTA, 
Susan Viau, administrator at the 
Feinstein Institute, Katie Feeney '09, 
and Margo Hanson TO.
It was decided by the team to offer 
the program to students attending 
local urban high schools, including 
Shea High School in Pawtucket, 
Central Falls High School in Central 
Falls, and Mt. Pleasant High School in 
Providence. There are 29 students in 
all who will take part in the program, 
approximately 10 from each school. 
Trie first step of the program took 
place in mid-February, where the stu­
dents shadowed PC students as they 
attended their classes. The high school 
students will return in April.
The event in April will consist of a 
three-day workshop of academic 
learning. The students will be trans­
ported to PC during their spring 
breaks from April 16 to 18. The work­
shops will consist of an English com­
ponent and a Science component, both 
focused on the theme of non-violence 
and community related issues. 
Feedback from students and school 
officials from the involved high 
schools recommended that the work­
shops concentrate on issues pertinent 
to the lives of the students. For the 
English component, students will par­
ticipate in activities such as free writ­
ing, poetry, and song writing. For the 
Science section, the students will learn 
about pollution statistics in urban 
areas and how to be environmentally 
friendly. At some point during the 
three-day workshop, the parents of 
these students will come for lunch and 
gain some insight about the program 
and its purposes. Cammarano said 
that research studies show that the ear­
lier you reach out to students regard­
ing college, the more effective it is in 
getting them well prepared for the col­
lege process. This is why the team 
decided to work with high school 
freshmen and sophomores.
The mission of the program is to help 
get the idea of college into the minds of 
these kids and to help them start con­
sidering what classes they should be 
taking, what kind of extracurricular 
activities to get involved in, and to take 
into account what their options are for 
higher education.
"Minority students from these areas 
generally go to University of Rhode 
Island and Rhode Island College," said 
Blake. "We want to educate them not 
only about PC, but about other col­
leges as well."
EXPLORE doesn't only better the 
high school students' experiences, it 
also betters the college experience for 
PC students.
"Seeing the program in action is really 
rewarding because it's been in progress 
for a while now," said Blake. "It's so won­
derful to see it actually happening. 
Seeing the volunteers working with their 
kids on Feb. 18 was great. A lot of these 
kids will be [the] first generations to go to 
college and the diversity they could 
potentially bring to Providence College 
would be amazing."
In the future, EXPLORE hopes to 
have PC students visit and volunteer 
at the participating high schools.
WRC: College Formulating 
Code of Conduct
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apparel and make other products sold 
in the United States." The first step in 
this program is the certification of spe­
cific factories, as determined by the 
WRC, that exist and function in com­
pliance with the rights of their employ­
ees. Fundamental rights include the 
payment of a living wage necessary to 
meet the needs of daily life as well as 
the rights of association, collective bar­
gaining, and union formation. These 
values are in accordance with the mis­
sion statement of Providence College 
that "encourages the deepest respect 
for the essential dignity, freedom, and 
equality of every person," and calls for 
its students to "serve in their own soci­
ety and the greater world community."
Sweat Free PC maintained that it 
was inconsistent with the mission 
statement for the College to sell clothes 
with the Friar logo and mascot, which 
could have potentially been made by 
people whose dignity and rights as 
human persons were violated.
"One of the things I thank the stu­
dents for is that they put [this issue] on 
my radar screen and on the College's 
radar screen," said Shanley.
Thus the Sweat Free PC movement 
has provided an "educational founda­
tion," said founding member Christine 
Halkett '09.
"I give [Sweat Free PC] a lot of 
credit for bringing everyone's atten­
tion to this," said Shanley. "I don't 
think too many people on this cam­
pus as a whole were very much 
focused on this [issue]."
Student Congress quickly passed 
the Sweat Free PC legislation pro­
posing affiliation to the WRC on 
Nov. 18, 2008. Subsequently, the leg­
islation was approved at the Faculty 
Senate meeting on Dec. 3, 2008, and 
was then sent to the administrative 
level for deliberation.
Upon meeting with leading mem­
bers of the Sweat Free PC campaign, 
Shanley announced the administra­
tion's approval of the legislation, and 
affirmed the decision for the College to 
join the Worker's Rights Consortium.
"In many ways it was a no-brainer 
once I realized what the situation 
was, and given Catholic Social 
Teaching on fair compensation and 
everything else, it really wasn't a 
hard call to make once I looked into 
it," Shanley said.
There are currently 185 other colleges 
and universities belonging to the 
Worker Rights Consortium. Included in 
these are similar peer colleges and uni­
versities such as Boston College, 
Villanova, Georgetown, and Holy Cross.
Now an expressed written state­
ment of affiliation will be sent from 
Shanley to Scott Nova, executive direc­
tor of WRC, along with a $1,500 check 
for the annual affiliation fee.
The letter states that Providence 
College "understand^] that the WRC 
is an effort to collaborate with work­
ers, non-governmental organizations, 
and other colleges and universities to 
improve the conditions of workers 
producing collegiate apparel, using 
the leverage of licensing agreements." 
Additionally, Warren Gray, assistant 
vice president of Business Services, is 
designated as the College's primary 
contact for WRC matters. "He'll be the 
one responsible for making sure we 
are in compliance with the WRC," said 
Shanley.
The next step will be to formulate a 
Code of Conduct that will apply to all 
contracts with apparel licensees to 
ensure compliance to workers' rights. 
A committee containing one or more 
students, a faculty member, a lawyer, 
and a businessperson will work 
together to generate this code.
"I'd like to put together a group in 
which all the constituencies will 
have a stake in making sure that we 
have a really good code of conduct," 
said Shanley.
He also noted that he wants the 
process to be made as public as possi­
ble to the College community. To for­
mulate this code, the codes of similar 
peer and catholic institutions, such as 
Notre Dame, will serve as guides in 
determining what will be the best 
adaptation of principles for the reali­
ties at PC.
This formal affiliation with the 
Worker Rights Consortium marks a 
concrete step in the right direction for 
Providence College.
"I hope it raises the social conscious­
ness of the campus," said Shanley.
Shanley also stated that this decision 
has allowed PC to "participate as best 
as we can in the mission of the Church 
to bring social justice to the world."
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sons present in the workplace or class­
room who are under 18 years of age 
and who are either not enrolled stu­
dents or not prospective students visit­
ing the College." The policy provides 
that offices and classrooms on campus 
are not to serve as an alternative to 
normal childcare arrangements under 
any circumstances, for neither faculty 
members nor students, and the depart­
ment heads are to ensure that the poli­
cy is followed.
Rev. Brian Shanley, O.P., Ph.D, pres­
ident of Providence College, said that 
the discussion and approval of these 
policies took place in September, but 
that the policies were only recently 
spread and enforced.
"The policy on children in the work­
place basically says that faculty and 
staff should not bring children into the 
workplace—meaning an office or a 
classroom—on a regular basis in lieu 
of other forms of childcare," said 
Shanley. "The policy on pets forbids 
people from bringing non-service ani­
mals into college buildings and 
requires them to keep pets on a leash 
while on college grounds."
According to Shanley, both policies 
are geared toward making the PC 
campus a more comfortable place for 
all present.
"The basic purpose of the pet policy 
is to provide a safe and healthy envi­
ronment for all who work here," said 
Shanley. "While pet owners obviously 
enjoy having their pets with them, 
some other people are afraid of ani­
mals or allergic to them. We are trying 
to provide a work environment where 
everyone feels comfortable."
"When it comes to minor children, 
there are two major concerns," said 
Shanley. "The first is that the pres­
ence of minor children in the work­
place makes some people uncom­
fortable. Secondly, if the College 
were to allow minor children in the 
workplace, it would incur significant 
legal liability. In order to keep our 
insurance costs reasonable, we need­
ed to put both policies into place to 
reduce risk."
However, despite the good inten­
tions of the administration, many fac­
ulty and staff members are not happy 
with the new policies.
Dr. Elisabeth Arevalo, associate pro­
fessor in the Department of Biology, 
said that the faculty and staff commu­
nity heard about the policies from 
Marifrances McGinn, Vice President 
and General Counsel, on Feb. 3.
"She sent an e-mail with a link to the 
two documents," said Arevalo. "Those 
documents were available as PDF files 
from the College's internal Web site."
"We [had] no idea when it was 
passed and who [was] responsible for 
it," said Dr. Lynne Lawson, assistant 
professor and chair of the Department 
of Engineering/Physics/Systems. "No 
one seemed to think that kind of infor­
mation was necessary to share. We 
obviously had no say in the policy. 
However, the Faculty Senate unani­
mously passed a resolution on 
Wednesday [Feb. 4] requesting that the 
College reconsider the policy."
The Senate Resolution, passed unan­
imously by the PC Faculty Senate on 
Feb. 4, states that the Faculty Senate 
"strongly objects" to both policies, 
indicating that the Senate finds the 
policies to be "grossly inconsistent 
with the College's expressed commit­
ment to community and family."
According to the resolution, the pol­
icy poses an "unworkable" situation 
for many faculty and staff members 
with minor children. Furthermore, the 
resolution stated that the required 
enforcement of the policies by depart­
ment chairs, as well as by all members 
of the College community, "will serve 
to undermine collegiality on campus."
In conclusion, the Senate "urges the 
administration to revisit and reconsider 
the implementation" of both policies.
Daniel Moyer '09, Student Congress 
member and New Clubs Liaison on the 
Clubs and Organizations Committee,
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ABOVE: Two flyers which have circulated around campus protesting the new pol­
icy banning children and pets of faculty members.
said that Student Congress had not yet 
planned on starting a petition, but that 
Congress' position will soon be made 
known. Moyer said that the policy 
regarding children only applies to the 
College employees stated at the top of 
the memo, and he noticed that the policy 
has upset many faculty members.
"Some questions I have are whether 
there were any incidents that led to this 
policy being enacted?," Moyer said. "Did 
a college employee's child cause damage 
to any property? Was a college employ­
ee's child hurt on campus? What about a 
snow day at a college employee's child's 
school—can the minor stay in the college 
employee's office while their parent 
teaches a class? What exceptions are 
allowed, if any? What happens if a col­
lege employee gets caught with 
their child on campus?"
"I agree that the workplace should 
not be a perpetual second home for 
children, but exceptions should be 
allowed," said Moyer.
Moyer said that policy on animals and 
pets applies to everyone at the school. He 
said he wonders if any particular event 
sparked the policy's passage.
"This policy has also upset 
faculty, and questions to its legitimacy 
have been raised," said Moyer. "Have 
there been any incidents that led to 
this policy being enacted? To my 
knowledge there haven't."
"There are several dogs that have 
become a part of the science depart­
ment's family which stay in faculty 
members' offices during the day," said 
Moyer. "These dogs are owned by 
responsible faculty who do all they can 
to make sure that they do not disrupt 
anyone or anything."
Moyer said that these dogs con­
tribute to the atmosphere in a positive 
way in a building "that houses what 
could be argued for as the hardest 
group of majors."
Moyer said he wonders if anyone 
complained about the dogs in Albertus 
Magnus Hall, and if they did, he said 
that any issues should have first been 
brought up with the dog owners 
instead of impersonally dealing with 
the problems through more policies.
"One of the reasons I feel that the 
school enacted these new policies is to 
avoid frivolous lawsuits, which 
are unfortunately commonplace 
today," said Moyer. "I can understand 
why the school would want to protect 
[themselves]. But with many new poli­
cies there is a trade-off, and many fac­
ulty are upset with the school 
because not only was this unexpected, 
but it changes the atmosphere of their 
work environment."
This is exactly why Dr. Maia Bailey, 
assistant professor in the Department 
of Biology, is not pleased with the 
new policies.
"As a new mom and dog owner, I have 
both occasionally brought my dog and 
baby to campus," said Bailey. "The new 
policy is unfortunate, as part of the rea­
son why I chose to join the faculty at 
Providence College was the welcoming 
atmosphere for kids and pets."
"When I interviewed for the job at 
PC, I was repeatedly assured that the 
campus culture was very welcoming 
for faculty with families," said Bailey. 
"Many faculty told me of their own 
experiences of juggling parenthood 
and teaching which often involved 
bringing their children to campus. 
With this policy change, I feel like one 
of the reasons I came to PC has been 
taken away."
Bailey said that as a biology instruc­
tor, she has found through experience 
that kids and pets are "excellent teach­
ing aids," and that students always 
look forward to seeing her dog Nash 
and her son Orson.
"Now I have to tell my students that 
Nash and Orson are not welcome 
here," she said.
Arevalo expressed similar senti­
ments. Like Bailey, Arevalo said she 
believes that the Providence College 
community has always been proud of 
providing an image of a family-friend­
ly environment. However, with these 
new policies, Arevalo said it is difficult 
to believe that everybody is welcome 
on campus. She noted that the policy 
concerning minors affects children of 
faculty members if they have a snow 
day, as well as small children accom­
panying their parents during campus 
tours, and even entire families that 
tour the buildings on Family Day.
"I know that several faculty mem­
bers have been affected by the chil­
dren policy," Arevalo said. "Even 
when [there are] good daycare serv­
ices, there are times that either you 
have to stay late for a campus event 
and the daycare schedule finishes at 
5:00 p.m. Or when kids are home due 
to sickness or weather conditions, 
there's nothing to do besides stay 
home and cancel classes or bring the 
kid to your office."
Arevalo indicated that she personal­
ly has been particularly affected by the 
policy on animals.
"In the science building, at any 
given time, you could find students 
carrying plants, jellyfish, frogs, and all 
sorts of organisms," she said. "This 
environment has always welcomed the 
presence of pets and kids as well."
Arevalo, like Bailey, said she has 
always enjoyed using her animals as 
examples in her lectures.
"As a biologist that interacts with 
current and future biologists in the 
department, the presence of animals 
and plants in the building is important 
to understand the same concepts that 
we are teaching," said Arevalo. "I have 
several times used my pets, including 
my dogs, cats, iguanas, prairie dogs, 
fish, and salamanders as examples in 
lecture to demonstrate how it is that 
different concepts in biology work."
Arevalo said that students enjoy learn­
ing about her wide array of animals.
"I understand that the College is 
concern for the safety and healthy 
environment of the College communi­
ty, and for that reason I have kept my 
dog at home, but I think that the Sowa 
building has lost its unique persona 
that distinguished it from any other 
building on campus," said Arevalo.
Arevalo said that the student-run 
Biology Society has always included 
her dogs as its mascots, namely at 
events like the annual softball or foot­
ball games between students and fac­
ulty members. Furthermore, Arevalo 
said that the presence of dogs and kids 
help students, especially freshmen, 
feel less homesick as they adjust to 
their new college life.
"Several students used to come to 
my office asking me if they could pet 
my dog, as they felt better by doing 
so," said Arevalo. "In other words, 
since the policy was instated, my office 
has not been visited by as many stu­
dents or faculty as it has been visited 
in the past."
"I am planning on continuing my 
dog's training as a service dog so that 
soon, I will be able to bring her to hos­
pitals or elderly homes to have her 
provide the same support she provid­
ed to PC students adjusting to College 
life," said Arevalo.
Arevalo said that the pet policy has 
not been inconvenient or hard to abide 
by, but she said she misses the effect 
her dog had on her students.
"Keeping my dog in my house, has 
not been too difficult for my or my dog, 
but unfortunately she would not contin­
ue to provide the service to students and 
faculty that felt comforted by a little pet­
ting or a tail-wagging in the middle of 
the afternoon," said Arevalo.
Lawson similarly misses having her 
dog with her during the day.
"I miss bringing my dog to work," 
said Lawson. "He is old and sleeps 
all day, and I cannot imagine he 
bothered anyone. He has a seizure 
disorder, which is why I started 
bringing him to work—to keep an 
eye on him. The response from stu­
dents when they saw him was over­
whelmingly positive."
"The policy makes every member of 
the College community responsible to 
report an instance of not obeying the 
policy," she said. "We are all responsi­
ble for ratting on each other with 
regards to the pet policy. Not the kind 
of atmosphere I want to work in."
Lawson also said that her kids 
would come to work with her some­
times, namely when they were 
unable to go to school or had a day 
off. She said that she and her hus­
band, who also works at the College, 
have an especially difficult situation 
pertaining to childcare.
"My husband and I are hundreds of 
miles from family," said Lawson. "We 
don't have family nearby to drop our 
kids off. The implication that you can 
find short-term daycare in these situa­
tions shows an ignorance of how day­
care works and insensitivity to those of 
us far from family."
"Department chairs are responsible 
for reporting instances of violation of 
the kid policy," said Lawson. 
"Needless to say I will not be reporting 
myself. I have better things to do."
Shanley indicated that he recognizes 
the discontent these new policies have 
caused for some members of the 
College community.
"I am aware that these policies have 
engendered a negative reaction in 
some people," he said. "I do not think 
that we did a good job of explaining 
the rationale for the policies when we 
announced them."
According to Shanley, Marifrances 
McGinn, Vice-President and General 
Counsel, distributed a letter on 
Tuesday, Feb. 17, that explained in fur­
ther detail why the College adopted 
the new policies.
"I hope that when people have a 
chance to digest the reasoning behind 
the policies, they will then be able to 
accept them as truly conducive to the 
common good," he said.
So far, however, the faculty members 
still say that they feel the same way about 
the policies and hope to see further dia­
logue on the issue in the future.
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U.S. Boosts Afghanistan Troop Presence




his week President Obama has
COMmitted 17,000 new troops to the 
war in Afghanistan. The new deploy­
ments set for May of this year will mark 
a 50 percent increase in the American 
presence in Afghanistan.
Obama began his statement on 
Tuesday, Feb. 27 by acknowledging 
that "there is no more solemn duty as 
president than the decision to deploy 
our armed forces into harms way." 
His decision comes in the wake of in­
creased Taliban activity. Last year the 
level of U.S. and NATO casualties 
reached its highest point in the entire 
seven-year war.
The first U.S. troops heading into 
Afghanistan are the 8,000-strong 2nd 
Marine Expeditionary Brigade from 
Camp Lejeune, N.C. The Army's 5th 
Stryker Brigade, 2nd Infantry Division 
from Fort Lewis, Wash., will arrive with 
4,000 troops in late July, along with an 
additional 5,000 troops in still-undesig- 
nated smaller units.
The new troops will be sent into 
Eastern and Southern Afghanistan, 
where they will ready for combat 
while training Afghan security forces. 
U.S. officials say they have only 40 
percent of the American officers 
needed to train the Afghan army to 
take over security duties at some point 
in the future.
troops to Afghanistan is appropriate?
"Afghanistan is
where our troop
need to be, accord 
to our intelligence
the war on terror
Compiled by Ryan McKon '09
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President Obama this week, announced the commitment of an additional 17,000 troops to the war in Afghanistan. The first of 
the troops will begin in May of this year.
The increased violence in Afghan­
istan initially raised security con­
cerns, but paired with upcoming 
elections, Obama was forced to act 
quickly. A White House official com­
mented, "there is a grave situation in 
certain parts of the country. We know 
. . . how negative it would be if the 
elections didn't come off. It's also
"Compared to what our 
military officials were 
requesting, President 
Obama's deployment 
orders were quite 
modest. Given both the 
hostility and uncertainty 
within Afghanistan, the 
deployment of troops 
seemed, in my opinion, 
to be inevi table."
well acknowledged that the effort in 
Afghanistan suffered [under Bush] 
from being under-resourced, with a 
lack of attention and strategic direc­
tion."
However, Obama is aware that sim­
ply increasing the number of troops 
has its limitations.
"I am absolutely convinced that 
you cannot solve the problem of 
Afghanistan, the Taliban, the spread 
of extremism in that region solely 
through military means," he told an 
interviewer on Tuesday.
The difficulty with Afghanistan is 
the country's long history of violence 
and unrest. Even the American-sup­
ported president of Afghanistan has 
recently become a thorn in the side of 
the U.S. government.
Afghan President Hamid Karzai was 
once seen as the new hope for democ­
racy in Afghanistan. Now, the relation­
ship between America and Karzai is 
strained, with some Americans opposed 
to his leadership. The resentment began 
with Karzai's frustration at what he 
deemed American insensitivity —the 
bombing of a town in northwest 
Afghanistan where 90 civilians died. 
The turning point came when Karzai 
boldly declared, "These Americans do 
not understand that, although we are 
their friends, we are not their servants. 
They want to treat us like colonized gen­
erals. They don't understand that we are 
a proud nation. I would rather die hon­
orably than be their powerless vassal."
American officials are now referring 
to the Afghani government as weak ana 
corrupt, turning a blind eye to illegal 
drug trafficking. Karzai's brother 
Ahmed Wali has created quite a name 
for himself, accused of using his palace 
connections for shady business dealings.
President Karzai's business associa­
tions are also a cause of trouble. Until 
Dec. 2005, Helmand province was a cen­
ter for drug trade. It was run by Sher 
Mohammed Khundzada a friend of the 
president and infamous opium smug­
gler. Karzai minimized the revelation 
of his news, claiming that Akhunduza 
was an efficient governor that provided 
safety on the streets. Pressure from the 
international community resulted in the 
searching of Akhundzada's property. 
Nine tons of opium were found and the 
governor was replaced.
With Afghanistan's upcoming presi­
dential election in August it is not clear if 
the U.S. will support President Karzai. 
When asked if Obama's administration 
would support Karzai, Richard Hol­
brooke, the U.S. special envoy for Pak­
istan and Afghanistan, responded that 
"there are plenty of qualified, impressive 
Afghans in the country."
It is evident that the battle for 
Afghanistan is being fought on two fronts; 
politically and militarily. While combat is 
at an all time high in Afghanistan, Obama 
and his administration are emphasizing 
the need for a more inclusive, regional ap­
proach for victory. Obama has said he 
wants to limit U.S. objectives in 
Afghanistan, including expanded assis­
tance to Pakistan and diplomatic outreach 
to India, Iran, Russia, and other neighbor­
ing countries.
The Obama White 
House wants ... 
decisions about 
troop levels to be 
evaluated by more 
than one military 
chain of command.
Former Bush Pentagon Official 
on the Obama Administration.
The change in strategy is a result of the 
detailed approach taken by Obama and 
his administration. "This administration 
has a different way of doing business," 
said a Pentagon official who also served 
under Bush. "The Obama White House 
wants to go about this in a much more 
methodical way than its predecessor, 
with decisions about troop levels to be 
evaluated by more than the military 
chain of command."
President Obama's decision to de­
ploy 17,000 new troops is not sup­
ported by the majority of the public. 
While most Americans consider win­
ning in Afghanistan essential to victory 
in the broader fight against terrorism, 
in the latest Washington Post-ABC News 
poll, barely more than a third, 34 per­
cent, said the number of U.S. military 
forces in that country should be in­
creased. About as many would opt for 
a decrease (29 percent) or no change at 
all (32 percent).
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Vatican: Sexes Sin in Different Ways




ccording to a recent Vatican 
study, there is a difference be­
tween the most common sins of men 
and women. While there are already 
many differences between men and 
women, this dissimilarity has been just 
discovered. The most common sin for 
women is pride, while for men it is 
lust, followed by the desire for food. 
This report was based on a Vatican 
study of confessions done by a 95-year- 
old Jesuit scholar, Fr. Roberto Busa.
The study was backed by the Pope's 
personal theologian in the Vatican 
newspaper. "Men and women sin in 
different ways," Msgr. Wojciech Gier- 
tych, theologian to the papal house­
hold, wrote in L'Osservatore Romano.
"When you look at vices from the 
point of view of the difficulties they 
create, you find that men experiment 
in a different way from women." Msgr. 
Giertych believes the most difficult sin 
for men to face is lust followed by glut­
tony, sloth, anger, pride, envy, and 
greed. For women the most dangerous 
sins are pride, envy, anger, lust, glut­
tony, greed, and sloth.
Traditionally, 
the seven deadly 
sins were consid­
ered pride, envy, 
gluttony, lust, 
anger, greed, and 
sloth. These sins 
were drawn up by 
the early Christian 
church to teach 
godliness. In the 
Middle Ages, Pope 
Gregory I included 
them in Catholic 
teachings. Last 
year, this list was 
updated by the 
Apostolic Peniten­
tiary, one of the Vatican's most secret 
departments to include some modem 
sins. Some of the modern sins in­
clude genetic modification, experi­
ments on the person, environmental 
pollution, taking or selling illegal 
drugs, social injustice, causing 
poverty and financial greed.
The Vatican is also concerned about the 
When you look at vices 
from the point of view of 
the difficulties they 
create, you find that men 
experiment in a different 
way from women.
Msgr. Wojciech Giertych 
Theologian to the papal household
decline in the amount of Catholics attending 
confessions. Catholics are supposed to con­
fess their sins to a priest at least once a year. 
In a recent survey of Catholics, nearly one- 
third no longer consider 
confession necessary, 
while one in 10 consid­
ered the process an ob­
stacle to their dialogue 
with God.
Pope Benedict voic­
ed his own thought on 
the subject, "We are 
losing the notion of sin. 
If people do not con­
fess regularly, they risk 
slowing their spiritual 
rhythm." The pope 
himself confesses his 
sins once a week.
The concept of sin 
is fundamental in the 
Christian faith, beginning with the first 
chapter of the Bible, which relates how 
Adam and Eve commit original sin by 
disobeying God, to the crucifixion of 
Christ for the salvation of the sins of 
the world. Also, for Catholics, the 
Sacrament of Penance allows for the 
forgiveness of sins committed after 
baptism to be granted through the 
priests' absolution to those who with 
true sorrow confess their sins.
In contrast, renowned Buddhist nun 
the Venerable Robina Courtin, is 
against the concept of sin altogether. 
The Australian nun says the issue of 
sin illuminates the differences in fun­
damental beliefs. She believes that 
"Buddhism doesn't have a God as a 
divine power who creates us. We be­
lieve that everything that happens to 
us is a result of our own actions—that 
concept of Karma."
Instead, Buddhism highlights 
"negative actions" and their impact 
on others based on emotions all hu­
mans share.
She adds, "The concept in Buddhism 
is negative states of mind, neurosese, 
that sense of self hate. We all have 
these tendencies. They are not sins; we 
don't use the term 'sin.' Instead of 
blaming everybody else, feeling like a 
victim, living in denial, you own your 
action. You regret and vow don't do it 
again."
She believes there is no division be­
tween the sexes, rather a concept that 
we behave according to shared human 
tendencies triggeredby positive or neg­
ative states.





Venezuelan president Hugo Chavez looks out upon a crowd of his referendum supporters in Veneula. Chavez won the referen­
dum allowing him to seek office again in 2012 by eliminating previous term limits.





ENEZUELAN PRESIDENT HUGO CHA- 
vez won a referendum allowing 
him to run for reelection indefinitely, as 
the constitution will now be amended to 
permit elected officials at all levels to 
stand for the same post as often as they 
like. Some 55 percent of a high turnout 
of voters said "yes" to a referendum 
question which was so convoluted as to 
be barely intelligible by those at the polls. 
Therefore, Chavez will no longer auto­
matically have to leave office in Jan. 2013, 
after 14 years in power.
According to The Economist, the opin­
ion polls show a slim majority against 
the indefinite re-election of the president. 
However, thanks to his rapport with 
many poorer Venezuelans and to oil-fi­
nanced social programs, Chavez re­
mains popular.
Yet reportedly, he atcused his oppo­
nents of seeking violence, ordered the po­
lice to disperse student demonstrations 
with tear gas, and said anyone who did 
not vote for him was guilty of treason. 
On one occasion, he held up a list on tel­
evision and said he woula be checking 
who voted and who did not. He explic­
itly threatened non-supporters stating, 
"without Chavez there will be war." Ac­
cording to The Los Angeles Times, he has 
engaged in blackmailing public employ­
ees to vote "yes" or they will lose their 
jobs. He has also made threats against the 
poor that they will lose welfare benefits 
if he isn't given indefinite reelection. 
Sadly, the National Electoral Commis­
sion, four of whose five members are 
Chavez activists, has allowed this to hap­
pen. This signifies that he may fear the 
fact that some Venezuelans may not want 
to elect him again.
This is a legitimate fear, for the differ­
ence between the votes that Chavez and 
the opposition got is narrowing with 
each electoral process. This time Chavez 
won with 54 percent to 46 percent, 
whereas he was reelected in December 
2006 with 64 percent of the votes. Citi­
zens are understandably becoming less 
and less enchanted with Chavez’s ac­
tions. Additionally, some consolation for 
the opposition lies in the fact that for the 
first time it won over five million votes.
There is additional speculation that 
Chavez's support may fall further 
along with the economy. Unless the 
oil price rises, Venezuela will earn 
only $21.6 billion from oil this year, 
down from $92.9 billion last year, ac­
cording to "VenEconomy," a business 
newsletter. Oil is the country's main
export, thus this would represent the 
sharpest decline in export earnings 
Venezuela has ever experienced. 
"Crisis? Show me where the crisis
is! Chavez stated recently, asserting 
Venezuela was well-equipped to sur- 
vive thestorm. Assuming oil prices 
will rise next year and banks choose 
to finance this year's deficit, they may 
do so. Currently, the banks have an 
appetite for government paper be­
cause other lending is even more un­
attractive. Despite this, spending 
cuts loom ahead, seemingly in­
evitable. In victory, Chavez warned 
supporters that 2009 would be a year 
of "consolidation."
According to Teodoro Petkoff, a 
former leftist revolutionary and cab­
inet minister, Chavez would love to 
have another Bush in the White 
House, stating that he was a gift from 
God for someone like Chavez. "But 
with Obama, Chavez will have to act 
with prudence and intelligence. He 
knows he can't treat Obama the same 
way as Bush. He knows Obama is in­
telligent and flexible." He also pre­
dicts that Chavez might try to bypass 
state governors by appointing re­
gional chiefs whose power super­
sedes those of the elected officials. 
Whether or not the abolishment of 
term limits will work out in Chavez's 
favor will for now remain unclear.
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UNITED STATES: Obama Speaks to Congress, 
American People in Address
On Tuesday, Feb. 24, President Barack Obama ad­
dressed Congress on the importance of moving for­
ward to face the economic crisis.
"The weight of this crisis will not determine the 
destiny of this nation," he said. "The answers to our 
problems don't lie beyond our reach. They exist in 
our laboratories and universities, in our fields and 
our factories, in the imaginations of our entrepre­
neurs and the pride of the hardest-working people 
on Earth."
The president focused on the American Recovery 
and Reinvestment Act that was just signed into law. 
He asserted the bill will save or create 3.5 million 
jobs, most of which stemming from efforts to create 
energy efficiency and improving mass transit and 
communication. In addition, 95 percent of working 
households will receive a tax cut under the plan. 
Families struggling to pay tuition will receive a 
$2,500 tax cut for all four years of college, and un­
employment benefits will be extended to longer pe­
riods for Americans who have lost their jobs.
Obama went on to stress the importance of find­
ing new sources of energy and reforming the costs 
of health care, two initiatives which fell through the 
cracks in "an era where too often short-term gains 
were prized over long-term prosperity, where we 
failed to look beyoncf the next payment, the next 
quarter, or the next election."
UNITED STATES: Curious Findings in a Report on 
Army Charity, AER
Investigations into the biggest Army charity in the 
U.S. found that the charity has been packing away 
more funds into reserves than it has been giving 
during the Afghan and Iraq Wars. "We have so 
many soldiers, reservists and National Guard who 
are in dire need, and for the Army to be holding this 
much money in reserve is despicable," Chairman 
Bob Handy of Veterans United for Truth, of Santa 
Barbara, Calif., said Monday. Records show that be­
tween 2003 and 200, the charity known as Army 
Emergency Relief packed away $117 million and 
only spent $64 million. To add to this, more-than 90 
percent of the funds distributed were no-interest 
loans and not outright grants. Col. Ed Manning, the 
commander at Fort Bliss in El Paso; Texas, defended 
the charity when he said that the Viccharity works 
well. Col Ed. Manning said at a press conference that 
the charity had distributed $2.9 million at his post of 
20,000 soldiers in the last year. Paul Sullivan, execu­
tive director of Veterans for Common Sense sug­
gested the charity rework its policies to help the 
veteran in need.
Sullivan said, "If they're sitting on all this money 
and there is a demonstrated need out there, they can 
expand their mission to meet the need." No repre­
sentative at the AER offices in Alexandria, Va., was 
available to comment.
CUBA: Chavez Talks Economics With the Castros
After securing the referendum vote to allow him­
self another presidential bid, Venezuelan President 
Hugo Chavez met twice with Cuba's former leader 
Fidel Castro, and once with current Cuban President 
Raul Castro over the weekend, according to Reuters.
The meetings focused on the current economic 
crisis, and the impact it may have on Latin America 
and the Caribbean. With Chavez's second term 
ending in 2012 and the recent passing of the refer­
endum which would allow him to hold office even 
longer, his projected long-term leadership of 
Venezuela has led Cuba to seek "fruitful ties'z par­
ticularly in economic matters.
Venezuela currently serves as Cuba's most signif­
icant trading partner, supplying its fellow socialist 
country with 92,000 barrels of oil pet day.
Meanwhile, Castro, who has stepped down from 
power due to illness and avoided the public spot­
light, continues to hold a prominent place in meet­
ings with visiting leaders.
MEXICO: Gunmen Attack Governor's Convoy, 
Kill Guard
The conflict about the border between the United 
States and Mexico is consistently controversial. To 
add to this pressing issue, both the U.S. and Mexico 
are battling a drug war on the border. Recently, in 
the Mexican state of Chihuahua, two gunmen at­
tacked Governor Jose Reyes Baeza's convoy. Two of 
his guards were hospitalized and one was killed. 
These gunmen are believed to be part of one of the 
many gangs fighting for pre-eminence in the illicit 
narcotics industry across the U.S.-Mexican border. 
However, in a press conference, Governor Baeza 
warned, "We don't want to speculate." Two days 
prior to the attack the police chief of Ciudad Juarez, 
the largest city in Chihuahua, resigned due to the 
fact that the gangs warned they would kill one po­
lice officer every 48 hours if he didn't. Federal offi­
cials estimate that more than 1,600 people die yearly 
in Chihuahua due to drug trafficking. Governor 
Reyes has requested a federal investigation into the 
attack.
by Brett Corrigan '09 
and Victoria Ng are '12
Middle East
PALESTINE: U.S. to Give $900 Million in 
Aid to Gaza
This past Monday, the Obama administration 
pledged $900 million in aid to Gaza. In a show 
of how the administration plans to deal with the 
Hamas militant-group, Obama said the money 
will not go directly to Hamas, but will instead 
be tunneled through non-governmental organ­
izations. This is much in line with the policy of 
the Bush administration.
Some of this money will go to the Palestin­
ian Authority and the West Bank. Because the 
United States considers Hamas to be a mili­
tant organization, the U.S. refuses to deal 
with the group directly. But before the aid 
can be distributed in Gaza, Congress must 
first approve it.
This will be a hard sell because Congress be­
lieves some of this money will aid Hamas and 
refuses to aid Hamas until they renounce vio­
lence and recognize Israel's right to exist. A 
donors' conference in Egypt, which Secretary of 
State Hillary Clinton will be attending, has an 
aim to raise $2 billion to rebuild Gaza, which 
has been devastated by the recent three-week 
war with Israel.
Daniel Levy, a senior fellow at the Century 
Foundation, a research organization in Wash­
ington, D.C., warned that this $900 million will 
be of no use if Israel does not reopen the border 
crossing into the territory. As a part of the truce 
being negotiated in Egypt, Hamas has re- 
?uested that the border crossing be reopened. 
Jltimately, this aid will only be helpful if Israel 
opens the borders.
Asia
CHINA: Free Trade with Taiwan a Possibility
According to The Washington Post, China 
and Taiwan are in the process of working out 
a comprehensive free-trade agreement which 
would allow a free flow of goods, services, 
and capital between the economies of the 
mainland and the democratically self-ruled.
Despite consistent tensions between 
China and Taiwan—which continues to as­
sert its independence from China—the cur­
rent economic downturn coupled with 
increased pressures from globalization has 
brought the two together.
Taiwan's economy now faces recession with 
a GDP that shrank 8.36 percent last quarter.
Meanwhile, China, a once-growing eco­
nomic powerhouse faces a deflation in con­
sumption of its products.
This new Comprehensive Economic Coop­
eration Agreement would further tie Taiwan 
to China in what some have expressed fears 
to be a "de facto unification.''
Taiwanese President Ma Ying-jeou claims 
a distinction, however, saving, "We will take 
economic measures to solve economic prob­
lems with less politics and ideology. So far 
we have not seen any attempts by commu­
nist China to force Taiwan to do things we 
cannot accept, and we wouldn't have to ac­
cept it if they did so."
The agreement is seen by Taiwanese offi­
cials as a necessary step, as until recently 
trade between the two countries has resulted 
in most money favoring China, as restrictions 
bn travel and trade among the two areas was 
costly to Taiwanese entrepreneurs.
Europe
EUROPEAN UNION: EU Develops Plan
for Energy Security
On the heels of last month's gas crisis in Europe, 
the European Union recently announced a Second 
Strategic Energy Review entitled "An EU Energy 
Security and Solidarity Action Plan."
The plan, which many hope will swiftly stabilize 
Europe's energy resources, consists of five key 
areas: "development of energy infrastructure and 
diversification of supplies, consolidation of external 
energy relations, oil and gas stocks, energy effi­
ciency, and making the best use of the EU's own en­
ergy resources."
If the plan is approved at the Spring European 
Council in March, the organization will fully nash 
out a plan to be implemented from 2013-2020.
"The gas crisis in January made it perfectly clear 
to the Europeans just how important it is to con­
tinue doing all we can to improve security in the 
EU," said President of the EU Energy Council Mar­
tin Riman.
Ultimately the plan would be funded through 
the recent European Economic Recovery Plan, 
which allotted $3.75 billion for energy security 
initiatives which would create jobs ana stimulate 
the economy.
IRELAND: Workers Stage Massive Protest
On Feb. 21, upwards of 120,000 Irish workers 
protested in the streets of Dublin, unhappy with the 
government's response to the country's economic 
downturn, according to CNN.
Organized by the Irish Congress of Trade 
Unions, the protest included workers from Wa­
terford Crystal and SR Technic, two companies 
hit hard by the recession.
According to the Irish government, Ireland's 
economy which has seen success in recent years has 
experienced the downturn of the economic crisis 
"due in large part to a significant decline in the 
housing and construction markets."
The government is currently working to ensure 
the unions that it is taking the measures the ICTU 
has encouraged, including the 10 key union initia­
tives: protecting jobs and tackling unemployment, 
solving the banking crisis, increasing competitive­
ness, the pay agreement, fair taxation, restoring 
consumer confidence, public sector pension 'levy,' 
fixing the private sector pension crisis, employment 
rights, and developing a National Recovery Bond.
The demonstration, which remained peaceful 
with no arrests, also included a march from Parnell 
Square to Merrion Square.
Africa
ALGERIA: President Submits Candidacy
Algerian President Abdelaziz Bouteflika formally 
submitted his candidacy for the presidential election 
set to be held April 9. Two opposition parties are 
boycotting his candidacy. Because parliament voted 
to do away with the two-term limits, opposition 
leaders say Bouteflika's candidacy is a "done deal." 
To add to this, Bouteflika, who has held power since 
1999, has the support of three prominent parties: 
National Liberation Front, National Democratic 
Rally, and the Movement for Society and Peace. 
Along with Bouteflika, 10 other people submitted 
their candidacy before the 10:00 p.m. deadline on 
Monday. Louisa Hanoune of the Workers Party, Ali 
Zeghdoud of Algerian Rally, Mohamed Djahid 
Younsi of the Islamic el-Islah movement, and 
Moussa Touati of the Algerian National Front will 
be challenging incumbent President Bouteflika. 
Within the next 10 days, Algeria's Constitutional 
Council will announce the official list of candidates.
SUDAN: ICC to Rule March 4 on Arrest Warrant 
for Sudan President
Last July, ICC chief prosecutor Luis Moreno- 
Ocampo asked the ICC for an arrest warrant for Su­
danese President Omar Al-Bashir on charges of 
crimes of genocide, war crimes, and crimes against 
humanity. If the arrest warrant goes througn, Al- 
Bashir will be the first sitting head-of-state to be ar­
rested and brought before The Hague.
The 53 member nations of the African Union 
have asked for one-year suspension of the case be­
cause they say Bashir's arrest will threaten the al­
ready fragile peace process in Sudan. 
Moreno-Ocampo nas accused Bashir of having 
"personally instructed" his forces to annihilate 
three ethnic groups from Darfur—the Fur, Masalit, 
and Zaghawa. The Khartoum government has so 
far denied the charges and has thus far failed to 
hand-over two government officials whose arrests 
were warranted in 2007. As far as Al- Bashir's ar­
rest is concerned, the ICC has said it will issue its 









by Chris Slavin ’12
Commentary Staff
There is a select list of things that I 
believe to be universally adored by 
almost everyone in the general college 
student age group. Atop this list are two 
perished loves that have 
rendered a miniscule 
amount of non-fans, soCULTURE
much so that I am yet to 
come across anyone close to me in age 
who dislikes both of them. Old-time
Nickelodeon cartoons and Blink-182, as 
most of you can identify with, were para­
mount in my childhood. This being said, 
you would think the recent announce­
ment of the resurrection of the beloved 
band would have me elated, but truth­
fully, I'm not nearly as excited as I should 
be. I'd hate to say it guys, but I really 
don't expect much from the reborn Blink. 
I hope that I'm wrong, but I'm going to 
go as far as saying I would have pre­
ferred the return of Doug instead.
Any fellow Blink 182 fans are proba­
bly already slightly irritated at me, so 
allow me to explain myself. Like all of 
us, I was an enormous fan of Blink at 
their prime. Enema of the State might be 
my favorite album of all time and there 
wasn't a song on Dude Ranch or Take Off 
Your Pants and Jacket that I did not love. 
The anticipation of this band making a 
return, the "What's My Age Again?" 
Blink-182, is what everyone is so excited 
about, but I am confident that this is not 
the band we will be getting with the 
comeback. For me and most others, 
Blink started to lose its electrifying luster 
with the release of the self-titled, last 
album. This slower, less energizing 
sound is the type I'm expecting from the 
recently reborn Blink. It hurts me to say 
it, but we have already seen the best 
days of Blink-182. The three out-of-con- 
trol kids who gave me some of my 
favorite music of all time are now three 
dulled, diverging adults.
Although it was sad, Blink's split 
birthed two bands that I have grown to 
like. Tom's Angels and Airwaves is cur­
rently one of my favorite bands, even 
though the guitarist did not transfer 
many of his Blink roots to his new cre­
ation. Truthfully, Tom transformed from 
a rogue wild child to a lovesick stargazer 
when he began working with Angels, 
and for whatever reason, I dig it. 
Although on another end of the spec­
trum than Blink music, Angels and 
Airwaves is paranormal, different, and 
appealing. Tom DeLonge seemingly 
matured overnight when he went from 
Blink to Angels, creating an awesome 
sound in the process. The guitarist is 
obviously a different person now than 
he was eight years ago. This being said, I 
think reuniting with Mark and Travis 
will be forcing something that is no 
longer rhythmic and the trio is merely 
yielding to popular demand by getting 
back together. I thought Mark and Travis 
and their +44 project made their feelings 
on the subject pretty clear.
+44's first album, the excellent When 
Your Heart Stops Beating, includes a track 
entitled "No It Isn't." Mark Hoppus sup­
posedly gave it this title in response to 
questions of whether or not the song is 
about Tom and the demise of Blink-182, 
but it is generally accepted that Mark is 
lying and the song really is about said 
topic. For those of you that haven't heard 
it, Mark sings "This isn't just goodbye,
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Eat Great, Even Late. . .Or Not
Alumni Food Court closed early last weekend, but no one told Ben Perry '10
by Ben Perry '10
Commentary Staff
CAMPUS
I'm hungry. Perhaps this is going to 
influence the way this article goes, or 
maybe it won't. I don't have any food to 
eat, but I do have a bone to pick.. .with 
the Alumni Hall food court, often 
referred to as "Slavin" by the student 
body because of its location in the stu­
dent center. Over the long weekend 
around President's Day, a few friends 
and I decided that a late dinner at the 
food court after the basketball game on 
Saturday would be a good idea. We 
arrived at the cafeteria at 9:30 p.m., only 
to find it closed up and deserted. 
Seriously? While we were standing there 
trying to decide what we ought to do 
instead, at least other students 
approached the food court and 
expressed the same exasperation that I 
felt. The food court is advertised as open 
until at least 12:00 a.m. every day, staying 
open until 1:00 p.m. on weekends. To 
close at 9:30 p.m. is absolutely ridiculous, 
and while I have no way of verifying this, 
a friend of mine told me he went at 6 
p.m. and they were already closed.
I assume that the Alumni food court 
closed early that weekend because it was 
a long weekend and they were not antic­
ipating a lot of business. However, it was 
also Parent's Weekend, and not all the 
students went home. Those of us who 
remained on campus still needed to eat!
Policies are No Good Without 24/7 Space
by Jackie Kramer '10
Commentary Editor
CAMPUS
Editor's Note: This story has been 
reprinted from the Feb. 12, 2009 edition 
of The Cowl.
First it was the alcohol policy; a new 
ban on hard alcohol and a limit of 
beers allowed was introduced on cam­
pus in late August. This ridiculous 
policy effectively maintained the sta­
tus quo for underage drinkers while 
changing the rules for only 21-year-old 
juniors and seniors. It limits the 
amount of alcohol they are, by law, 
otherwise allowed to possess. It cre­
ates an environment in which even 
legal adults have to be sneaky about 
their drinks, or consume alcohol alone 
in their bedrooms (if any non 21-year- 
olds are present). Can we say encour­
aging alcoholism?
Of course, underage students who 
get caught with any type of alcohol in 
any amount still face the same punish­
ment as they did last year—the same 
punishment legal 21-year-olds would 
face. And they say this policy is to curb 
underage binge drinking.
Next came the shift in the orientation 
schedule—again, an effort to curb ille­
gal drinking. Unfortunately, I feel the 
administration overlooked the fact that 
sticking 1,000 underage, inexperienced 
freshmen together on campus at the 
same time is probably going to have the 
complete opposite effect. It does not 
matter if you stick them together in late 
August instead of early September; 
wide-eyed freshmen will drink the first 
time they experience the freedom of 
Providence College.
Now the administration has intro­
duced new policies for college events— 
Alumni is the only place that serves food 
on campus that is open even dose to that 
late. Closing early forces students to 
resort to take-out or to simply go hungry. 
Maybe their excuse is that it was a holi­
day weekend and they wanted to give 
their workers a break. You know what, 
I'm all for that, but Saturday wasn't the 
holiday. It should have operated on a 
normal schedule or maybe dosed at 
12:00 a.m. like a weekday. There is no 
reason to be dosed at 9:00 p.m.. If they 
were to have a shortened schedule on 
President's Day, that would make sense.
Now, that leads me to my main com­
plaint. Nowhere was the change in the 
food court's hours posted for students to 
see. If the late-night refuge for hungry 
students is going to be dosed for a specif­
ic reason (holiday, long weekend, etc.), 
all I ask for is notification. Providence 
College has that e-mail service that can e- 
mail every student in a matter of sec­
onds. All it would take is one person a 
minute or two to write out adjusted 
hours for a long weekend and send it to 
all the students, so at least we are aware 
of what is going on. No one wants to 
walk down in the cold craving some deli­
rious food only to find out that the place 
has been dosed for hours. It is not that 
dances, parties, holidays. Not only do 
many of us have to endure "club 
nights" in the most exclusive club in 
Providence (Peterson Recreation 
Center) from now on, but the regula­
tions for arriving have changed. Now, 
according to when you bought your 
ticket to an event, half of the ticket­
holders must arrive before 8:45 p.m. 
and the other half before 9:30 p.m. This, 
somehow, is supposed to make things 
safer. I'm not quite sure how though; 
perhaps by not crushing people in the 
doorway waiting to get into Club 
Peterson? And yet, by 9:30 p.m. all 
those same people will be filtered into 
the field house anyway. If someone 
wants to fight, they will fight, whether 
it's in a crowded lobby or an airy rec 
center. Again, it seems the administra­
tion has overlooked this fact.
Sure, there is going 
to be an additional 7,000 
square feet added, but 
no amount of footage 
could help this campus if 
its function is to serve as 
a crystal palace rather 
than a functional space 
for students.
The solution is not harsher rules or 
changed timetables. In fact, the solu­
tion to underage drinking on campus 
is the abolition of one rule in particu­
lar: parietals. What the school needs is 
a 24-hour space (or spaces) where peo­
ple can hang out neutrally; not a 24- 
hour study lounge, a 24-hour student 
center with couches, TVs, games, and 
a food court. There is nowhere a girl 
can go to hang out with her friends, 
some of whom may be boys. So, they 
hard to post temporary hours and keep 
students informed. If we know the place 
is dosing early, we can plan ahead.
That said, once the hours have been 
posted, stick to them! If the food court is 
supposed to dose at 12:00 a.m., don't 
start dosing at 10:30 a.m.. I work in food 
service; I lmow the temptation to pre­
dose and get out of work at the exact 
moment the clock strikes dosing time. 
There is nothing wrong with that, but 
you need to be able to accommodate 
any customer that comes in before clos­
ing time. People should not be turned 
away simply because some employee is 
too lazy to do their job correctly. The 
grill, for example, cannot be turned off 
an hour before dosing. The menu states 
dearly that grilled foods are available 
"until closing," and so ought to be. The 
Alumni food court seems to have this 
habit of closing down when the work­
ers think that the volume of customers 
is too slow, and even closing early. The 
food court should stay open until its 
advertised hours regardless of flow, 
because who knows when it might pick 
up? This same pattern seems to apply to 
the convenience store in Davis; it seems 
to dose early practically every day. If 
you're going to close early all the time, 
just advertise the real hours of opera­
tion and save us the trouble of guessing.
Maybe I'm holding the Alumni food 
court to standards they don't think they 
need to meet. I mean, they're not a real 
business, right? They don't make
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go out to places they don't have to 
worry about closing at 10:00 p.m. (like 
a restaurant or the mall) to be social. 
The College likes to pretend that it's 
making strides with this issue by 
opening Aquinas Lounge to all stu­
dents at all hours and by introducing 
new programs. This falls short because 
the fact of the matter is this: There is no 
space that is not designated for study­
ing and no programs that could be 
more fun if attended drunk.
I thought that the construction of 
Slavin Center would be the answer to 
the concerns about 24-hour space that 
I've had since I was a freshman. 
Unfortunately, when I saw the design 
of the new extension, I was appalled 
and enraged. Not only is the addition 
ugly, but it appears to be made of 100 
percent glass. It looks more like a 
giant lobby that a new Student Center. 
Sure, there is going to be an addition­
al 7,000 square feet added, but no 
amount of footage could help this 
campus if its function is to serve as a 
crystal palace rather than a functional 
space for students.
It seems that the administration is 
completely disconnected with its stu­
dent body. The new policies are an 
attempt to bridge the gap, and yet it 
seems to be alienating the student pop­
ulation even further. Complaints have 
been made that the administration did 
not consult the students on important 
issues and policy change's. Some stu­
dents sit on committees but one can 
question whether this is enough. 
Perhaps the administration should do 
better to listen to the students and 
understand their needs rather than 
trying to implement and enforce inef­
fective policies and building new, 
unusable space. Then maybe we'd all 
be a little less frustrated and a little 
more safe, while still having fun and 
being happy.
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A Morbid Fascination:
Obsessed with Death
by Matt Miller '09
Commentary Staff
SOCIETY
Americans love violence. We go to the 
movies to see guts and death and torture 
and blood. We watch rape and murder 
and child molestation with straight 
faces, overwhelmed by apathy. We 
understand that these things are wrong 
on a theoretical plane. But the screen and 
the page and cell phones grant us a dis­
tinct lapse in consciousness. These 
devices create a much-needed cognitive 
distance that comforts the masses of 
guilty souls. Seeing violence from afar 
reassures people that none of the horrif­
ic things you hear about will ever hap­
pen to them. We diligently secure the lit­
tle bubble in which we live and cement 
all of our protections against the big, bad 
world. Don't think I'm exempting 
myself. I'm scared as hell.
When it comes to the trances we fall
Vincent D'Onfrio gets violent 
in Full Metal Jacket.
into when we see 
a car accident, or 




Manson for no 
good reason, we 
usually explain it 
away as an 
innocuous idio­
syncrasy. But the 
truth is that it 
isn't an organic 
or a natural 
interest. It is a 
social phenome­
non. Aristotle told us that human 
beings are social animals. The part 
that he left out is that we are social 
animals with a particularly vicious 
strain of intellectual rabies. The funny 
thing is that we caught it from a hulk­
ing, invisible abstraction; we caught it 
from the government, from the 
media, from the stories we hear in 
kindergarten. Our fascination with 
gore serves too many purposes for it 
to go away.
A close analysis of the American 
Media Establishment reveals a glaring 
inconsistency. Why can we show and 
talk about dismemberment and decapi­
tation, while fellatio and intercourse are 
very much "off-limits?" Heavy petting 
seems to be pretty much the extent of 
our sexual possibilities. I think I figured 
it out, though; cracked the case so to 
speak. The answer to one of these 
conundrums provides the answer to the 
other. It is at the core of the orgy of vio­
lence that the public finds its subcon­
scious pseudo-sexual satisfaction. 
Through the physical and emotional 
release which saturates slasher movies 
and action-adventure films, we are tan­
talized, and our unspoken urges are ful­
filled. A Nation of Sadomasochists. Has 
a ring to it, no?
But the question remains: Why do we 
so love to love death? The response takes 
the form of an ironic truism. Critics of 
mass-produced entertainment often 
prattle on about escapism and the sus­
pension of disbelief. Nevertheless, it is 
the exact opposite rationale that explains 
our obsession with biological annihila­
tion. It is the very fact that on a deeper 
level the audience understands the artifi­
cial nature of escapist art which accounts 
for its intriguing, irresistible power. 
When we watch Chistopher Walken 
playing Russian Roulette at the end of 
The Deerhunter or see Vincent D'Onofrio 
blast himself in the head with a rifle in 
Full Metal Jacket, it somehow makes the 
concept of death a 
wispy after­
thought to the sub­
stantial, flesh-and- 
blood proximity of 
life. This entire 




human mind. A 
favorite cliche: 
"You get used to 
anything." Even 
the sight of a beat­
ing heart, or 
screams of excruci­
ating pain, or my uncle lying in a casket 
before my eyes. As we complain merci­
lessly about disillusionment and cyni­
cism, we refuse to abandon the deepest 
valleys of the very illusions we claim to 
have ditched. We do this because these 
are the constructs that allow us sanity, 
they are the worn and tattered blankie 
we clutch against the demons of reality.
The most insidious consequence of 
these trends are what many thinking 
people might term the "bystander 
effect." When we finally stumble out the 
front door after a long session of media 
injection (known to be nearly as addic­
tive as certain opiates) into the bleak 
night, we see an old man have a heart 
attack. We hear gunshots and a quick 
yelp. We hit a kid who didn't look before 
crossing the street. After 10 seconds of 
intolerable guilt, we drive away. We are 
so steeped in violence, it ceases to exist.
"Frost/Vixen"
BLINK 182: Past Prime
continued from page 12:
this is I can't stand you," and further 
alludes to Blink with the line "bum 
down something beautiful." I can't see a 
successful reconstruction of Blink after 
this song and, assuming Tom heard it, 
I'm going to predict some awkwardness 
in the studio. Again, +44 is another suc­
cessful product of Blink's split. Mark 
stays closer to home with the style of his 
new band and Travis is thriving, as 
always, as the drummer, reiterating his 
campaign as one of the world's best.
I realize that at this point, most of you 
Blink fans are annoyed with me. I have 
smothered the fire of excitement of the 
announcement of the band's reincarna­
tion. The sad reality is that the Mark, 
Tom, and Travis Show days are long
FOOD COURT: Closed
continued from page 12:
money or anything, right? Hah! Their 
primary target consumer is the average 
student at Providence College. 
Seriously, for the amount of money that 
student pays for that ridiculous meal 
plan with the certain amount of money 
in Alumni food court, the least that the 
place could do is give the students an 
accurate time frame in which to use that 
behind us, and won't reemerge just 
because the three are going to try to 
make music together again. The energy, 
fraternity, and simply the youth that pro­
pelled the invigorating music we all love 
are gone. I say we cherish the days of the 
old Blink-182, the real Blink-182, and 
embrace the two new, very good bands 
that have risen from its ashes. Getting 
back together may min Blink's reputa­
tion; producing sub-par music and a 
mass of very disappointed fans as a 
result. Be like me. Don't expect much 
from the revival and wait for a reunion 
concert where they play nothing but the 
classics. I'm sure the Mark, Tom, and 
Travis Show jokes will be just as funny 
when the guys are old men.
money. The workers are friendly and 
helpful, but now I'm calling for a more 
professional relationship with the stu­
dents who frequent the establishment. 
We need accurate hours that apply 
regardless of the whims of those work­
ing that day, and notification of any 
changes in those hours. That is not too 
hard to ask; trust me.
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High Fives & Nose Dives
High Fives: The PC Men's Basketball Team. They defeated Pitt and then celebrated 
their victory by hitting the high notes in "I'll Make Love to You" for their fans.
Nose Dives: The lack of support for Youth Pride. A club promoting tolerance (SHEP­
ARD) has its efforts thwarted. Tsk, tsk.
—Jaclyn Kramer '10
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Providence, R.I. 02918, Slavin G05.
by Isa Ali '10 and Joe McMenamin '10
Commentary Staff
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"Octomom" Has Us All 
Asking, "What the Hell?"




What's the sum of the Brady Bunch, 
the Jonas Brothers, the Olsen twins, 
three-fifths of the Partridge Family, and 
Britney Spears? The product to the 
right of the equal sign yields something 
similar to Nadya Suleman's life, sans 
Alice the housemaid and Uncle Jesse. 
The 33 year-old Californian and her 
small army of offspring have captivated 
the nation for the past month, evoking 
initial joy at the successful birth of octu­
plets but eventual disparagement of her 
decision in light of her financial situa­
tion—oh, and the existence of her other 
six children.
When I saw Suleman's interview with 
Ann Curry on the Today Show, I was 
reminded of how truly deranged the 
human mind is capable of becoming. 
Would a sane individual with half a 
dozen children—three of which are dis­
abled—undergo In Vitro Fertilization to 
produce eight more children? The story 
would be different if Suleman had 
become accidentally pregnant. We could 
easily say, "Wow, ain't mat something," 
and move on to Al Roker and the weath­
er. But she's no fertile Myrtle, and her 
premeditation and abuse of an otherwise 
positive scientific process renders 
"Octomom's" actions inexcusable.
Perhaps Suleman has grand plans for 
these kids: a creepy traveling family cir­
cus or maybe an undefeated synchro­
nized swimming team at the 2020 
Olympics. Impressive, but still inappro­
priate. The single mom has cited loneli­
ness and a lifelong desire to be a mother 
as motivation for her excessive reproduc­
tion. She should remind herself that hers 
is not a litter of dalmatians (although 
she's only 87 shy of 101) and it's selfish 
and immature to expect comfort and 
purpose from one's children. These are 
14 humans, not pups, with needs that an 
unemployed parent can't possibly fulfill, 
despite her claim that she holds each one 
of them 45 minutes a day. (Quick, some­
body reset the timer.) It's a shame Alice 
and Uncle Jesse can't be conjured out of a 
magic lamp whenever she needs a sitter.
I shudder to think of the lives these 
children will lead. Nadya Suleman is not
The Vagina Monologues: A Change of Heart
by Mark Scirocco '10
Commentary Staff
CAMPUS
Over the past severed weeks, The Cowl 
has published multiple articles, entries, 
and letters on the subject of Fr. Shanley's 
controversial banning of Eve Ensler's 
play The Vagina Monologues from the 
Providence College campus.
Reflecting on the various commen­
taries about the Monologues, including a 
thorough review of my own dog-eared 
copy of the book (I have the "V-Day" 
Edition), the value of this influential 
work of feminist literature has taken on 
new meaning for me.
On several past occasions I have writ­
ten in praise of the College's banning of 
the play, noting that Ensler's work does 
nothing more than to reduce the beauty 
and wonder of women to their vaginas.
But alas, one can only be "anti-vagina" 
for so long.
Consider some of the passages which 
have led me to a more profound appreci­
ation of The Vagina Monologues.
The book's dedication reads, "For 
Ariel, who rocks my vagina and 
explodes my heart." If that isn't a slice of 
literary heaven I don't know what is.
Immediately, Ensler grabs hold of the 
reader's imagination. At the outset of the 
exactly financially stable. Living with her 
mother, who is facing foreclosure on her 
house, and her father, who admitted 
doubt in his daughter's mental wellness 
in an interview with Oprah, Suleman 
collected $490 in food stamps monthly 
with just six kids. She used her disability 
money from her previous job to pay for 
much of the IVF expenses—irresponsible 
in and of itself—and lives under the illu­
sion that an eventual master's degree in 
counseling, and maybe the Nadya 
Suleman Family Donation Web site, will 
rake in the extra umpteen million needed 
to sustain her family. The hospital bill 
alone is estimated to be around $2 mil­
lion; let's not even try to fathom the cost 
of raising these children until adulthood. 
Never mind attention, the Suleman kids 
can forget about college and probably 
Ugg boots as well.
Not surprisingly, the burden of 
rearing Suleman's brood will fall on 
California's taxpayers, who have 
been anything but quiet about the 
issue. In newspapers and online 
blogs, she has received a torrent of 
public scorn. According to a USA 
Today poll, a sweeping majority of 
Americans feel "very unsympathetic" 
toward Nadya Suleman. I can't say I 
blame them; why should the state of 
California be financially responsible 
for a population of Sulemans run by a 
possibly mad matriarch?
Of course, there is always the tenden­
cy to be a little too cold-hearted, to point 
the finger too decisively, and to judge a 
little too harshly. Is Nadya Suleman the 
anti-Christ? No. Is it her fault, not to 
mention even relevant, that she bears a 
slight resemblance to Angelina Jolie? 
Nah. I hardly think she deserves to be 
burned at the stake, which pubic opinion 
seems to support. Suleman made a valid 
point when she stated that the reason for 
the level of public ridicule has a lot to do 
with the fact that she is unmarried—for, 
no one is berating TLC's beloved 
Duggars, are they? By the same token, 
her single status is part of what necessi­
tates welfare, and thus taxpayers' input.
Truthfully, I'm waiting for it all to blow 
over and my homepage to be free of 
octuplet pun-ridden headlines. Until 
then, I will continue to be amazed at the 
recklessness of individuals like Nadya 
Suleman and, almost as horrible, our 
readiness to eat it all up.
work, she ponders the impulses which 
led to the publication of her best-seller: "I 
was worried about vaginas. I was wor­
ried about what we think about vaginas, 
and even more worried about my own 
vagina. It needed a context of other vagi­
nas—a community, a culture of vaginas."
Shakespeare himself couldn't have 
said it better.
Fortunately for us 
Ensler doesn't stop 
at menstruation.
The work then takes a turn to ques­
tions of a more profound nature. Ensler, 
in questioning ordinary women on the 
subject of their vaginas, asks: "If your 
vagina got dressed, what would it 
wear?" "If your vagina could talk, what 
would it say, in two words?" and "What 
does a vagina smell like?" Answers 
ranged from "A silk kimono" and "A 
male tuxedo," to "A sponge." Americans 
suffering from poverty and anxiety in 
the midst of the current financial crisis 
will surely find solace in both these 
questions and answers.
As shocking as it may seem, the work 
actually deepens as it progresses. 
Consider the chapter "My Vagina was 
my Village." Throughout the work, the 
author moves seamlessly from asking 
six-year-old girls questions like "If [your
Tangents and Tirades
The PC plague. I really think the school should look into getting some sort of 
a Lysol-infused sprinkler system. There is not enough Purell in the universe to 
get rid of the amount of germs floating around this place. I have not touched a 
railing in weeks and when I get on an elevator I make sure to hit the buttons with 
my sleeve. All the people around me in class cough and do not cover their 
mouths and my nose has been running like a faucet. It was only a matter of time 
before I got hit with the "PC plague." I first started feeling sick last Monday 
when I had a pounding headache. Then, the plague spread to my throat on 
Tuesday. Then on Wednesday night I had a temperature of roughly 102. All day 
Thursday I felt pretty run down and by Friday I felt a lot better. So I decided to 
go out on Friday—BAD IDEA! Saturday I woke up and could barely breathe and 
every time I spoke I immediately had to sneeze. So I decided not to go out on 
Saturday night and went to bed early. I woke up on Sunday and felt worse! My 
nose would not stop running and I was exhausted after sleeping the whole day. 
This "PC plague" is a nightmare! The worst part is that it is essentially impossi­
ble to get better because your entire floor is sick too; the germs are just bouncing 
back and forth.—Jenn DiPirro '12
When is a Jesuit not a Jesuit? Well, according to some on the Boston College cam­
pus, when he is a Catholic. BC's president, Rev. William P. Leahy, S.J., recently caused 
quite a stir by placing crucifixes or other icons in all 151 classrooms on campus. This 
marked the completion of an eight-year campaign to reclaim visibly the university's 
Catholic identity. If the Boston Globe's account is to be believed, the students were 
mostly happy or indifferent, but many of the lay faculty were irate: "Lamb of God, 
who takes away the academic freedom of the university..." The real crux of the issue, 
however, is the nebulous "Jesuit tradition," which just keeps appearing in the air like 
mustard gas from World War I. BC sophomore and noted Church historian Alex 
Loverde identified the "Jesuit tradition" with "openness and tolerance," and baffling- 
ly opined that "an overt display of crucifixes is not what the Jesuits would have had 
in mind." Actually, there's no need to speculate; the Jesuits, at long last, do indeed 
have visible orthodoxy in mind. Boston College, and the order in charge of it, have 
gone through a difficult period, an epoch which culminated in a public perception 
such that people have told me seriously, "No, no, BC isn't a Catholic school, it's 
Jesuit." Thanks to the courageous work of Fr. Leahy, it's both.—Jeremiah Begley '10
Overstepping or being cowardly? On Feb. 18, the nation's first black attorney gen­
eral, Eric Holder, claimed that America is "essentially a nation of cowards" when it 
comes to speaking openly about race relations. On Feb. 20, The New York Post pub­
lished a cartoon of two cops standing over the body of a chimp that they just shot, 
with one cop saying, "They'll have to find someone else to write the next stimulus 
bill." While it is clear that the Post did not have any racist intent at all, the Rev. Al 
Sharpton called the cartoon "troubling at best," comparing it to racist publications in 
the past since he believes the cartoon is referring to President Obama. While there are 
terrible racist tensions still apparent in America, Sharpton has clearly overstepped the 
boundaries here and is reading racism into a cartoon that did not have a racist intent. 
A high profile publication like the Post clearly would hot intentionally portray the 
president as a chimp or imply that he should be assassinated (which Al Sharpton 
seems to think was fire intent of the cartoon). If we are to heed Holder's words and 
speak openly about race, people like Sharpton must hold up their end of the bargain 
and not pick petty fights like this.—Andrew Sparks '09
Off-Campus Bucks. This past week Student Congress members were walking 
around Ray trying to get student opinions on whether or not it would be a wise and 
well-received decision to allow our Friar Bucks to be used off campus. I personal­
ly think it is a bittersweet idea; however, it seems as though a lot of people are 
endorsing the idea. Congress asked students to list down places at which they 
would like to use their Friar Bucks if given the chance, and I'm sure I'm not the only 
one who wrote down certain coffee places and pizza joints; but, I'm sure other peo­
ple suggested clothing stores in the mall—some other schools allow their school 
dollars to be used at Northface, among other popular college clothing stores. I feel 
as though if Friar Bucks were used off campus, it should be at food places only; oth­
erwise, I don't think anyone would have any money left on their card after the first 
month of the semester.—Jeff Gahan '11
vagina] could speak, what would it say?" 
to more serious ponderings such as: "My 
vagina was green, water soft pink fields, 
cow mooing sun resting sweet boyfriend 
touching lightly with soft piece of bold 
straw...My vagina was chatty, can't 
wait...can't quit saying, oh yes, oh 
yes...My vagina. A live wet water vil­
lage. My vagina my hometown."
Then there is the crucial chapter "My 
Angry Vagina" in which a woman con­
cludes a tirade of the things which make 
her vagina "angry." The chapter ends "If 
my vagina could talk, it would talk about 
itself like me; it would talk about other 
vaginas; it would do vagina impres­
sions. .. [I]t wants to travel, doesn't want a 
lot of company. It wants to read and 
know things and get out more. It wants 
sex...It wants to stop being angry. It 
wants to come...My vagina...Well...it 
wants everything." The lesson I garnered 
from these passages is that you don't 
want to anger a vagina, something I had 
not thought of until now.
To help build their case against Fr. 
Shanley, feminists on campus might 
want to try sending him a copy of the 
short but remarkably pointed chapter 
"Reclaiming Cunt." A section of the 
chapter reads as follows: "I call it cunt. 
I've reclaimed it, 'cunt.' I really like it. 
'Cunt.'Listen to it. 'Cunt.'.. .say it, tell me 
Cunt. With some planning, the school 
might even schedule a performance of 
the play for parents' weekend.
Or why not approach Fr. Shanley with 
the section titled "I was there in the 
room," a poetic account of a woman giv­
ing birth: "The heart is capable of sacri­
fice. So is the vagina. The heart is able to 
forgive and repair...So can the vagina." 
The vagina indeed is a Lonely Hunter.
Throughout the book, which Ensler 
records as a "documentary" of her 
interviews with women, the author 
often provides graphic interpretations 
of such interviews. On the subject of 
menstruation, Ensler writes, "I inter­
viewed many women about menstrua­
tion... Women echoed each other. I let 
the voices bleed into one another. I got 
lost in the bleeding."
Fortunately for us Ensler doesn't stop 
at menstruation. Our author moves 
gracefully into descriptions of the sexual 
escapades of lesbians and older women, 
vaginas and hair ("You have to love hair 
in order to love the vagina"), "Vagina 
facts," and my personal favorite, an 
account of Ensler's "Vagina Workshop."
Heck, with chapters like "The Little 
Coochi Snorcher that Could," we all owe 
Ensler a debt of thanks for helping clear 
up the long misunderstood vagina.
Fr. Shanley was apparently correct in 
observing that this masterpiece simply 
reduces women to their vaginas. But in 
this politically correct age, reducing the 
dignity of a person to a body part is 
something to be celebrated.
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Parietals Make Me
Feel Like a Criminal www.TheCowl.com
by Andy Kowal TO
Commentary Staff
CAMPUS
One of the greatest things about 
having a column in the Commentary 
section of The Cowl is that whenever I 
am in the mood to complain about 
something, I can write an article. This 
comes in handy when my friends get 
tired of my complaining. The topic of 
my rant today is an oldie but a goody: 
parietals. It is easy as an upperclass­
man to forget about this quirky little 
rule at Providence College until you 
have to borrow a book, or something, 
from a classmate at the very late hour 
of 7:00 p.m. and are met by a security 
guard who asks for almost everything 
but a birth certificate. That is when you 
remember that we essentially go to a 
$40,000 a year prison. Now obviously 
that is an exaggeration but, seriously? 
Parietals have to be the most blatant 
example of the college's lack of trust in 
its students and the school's only true 
discrimination based on sex.
Probably the worst aspect 
of parietals is the obvious 
sexism it displays.
The goal of college is not only to give 
you an academic education, but to 
turn you into the kind of person you 
will be the rest of your life. In real life 
you have to interact with members of 
the opposite sex. Now obviously the 
entire campus is not divided into a boy 
section and a girl section; the segrega­
tion is left only to the residence halls, 
but it is kind of weird when you think 
of how the halls are arranged. I had 
not noticed it until this summer when I 
gave tours of the campus but all of the 
male residence halls (McDermott, 
Guzman, St. Joe's, and Fennell) are on 
the right side of the campus and all of 
the female dorms (Meagher, McVinney, 
Ray, and Dore) are on the left side of 
campus. Even Aquinas, the one "coed" 
dorm on campus, has the girls on the 
wings nearest the other girls' dorms 
and the boys on the wing closest to the 
other boys' dorms. That is too big a 
coincidence to not be deliberate deci­
sion made by the administration.
Why is it that boys and girls are 
allowed to interact in every other part 
of campus except for the residence 
halls? What is the administration 
afraid will happen? Cooties are not a 
real thing—I googled it just to be sure. 
The truth is, and everyone is aware of 
this, that the administration is scared 
that students are going to have sex, 
and as a Catholic institution they do 
not want to do anything that they feel 
might promote premarital relations. 
Putting boys and girls on the same 
floor, however, would not increase the 
sexual activity of the campus. It is not 
like we're animals at the zoo where if 
you put two members of the opposite 
sex in a confined space they are just
When you're one of the world's rich­
est and most famous celebrity sports 
stars, why do you do things that make 
you seem so dam stupid? You all 
know whom I'm talking about—that's 
right, Madonna. No, wait, her 
boyfriend, the third baseman there for 
the Yankee. . .whats his name? Oh 
right, Cheater. No wait, that's the 
shortstop. . .A-Fraud! Got it. Thank 
going to go at it. Placing boys and 
girls on the same floor does not pro­
mote sexual activity; it only promotes 
the idea that they are equal. The peo­
ple who are going to have sex are 
already having it, even with parietals, 
and the ones who are not will not just 
because their neighbor is of the oppo­
site sex. If anything, if girls saw how 
boys really live it might kill their 
attraction and actually decrease the sex­
ual activity of the campus.
But I do not believe that PC really 
believes this is the case, as in the apart­
ments and suites boys and girls can 
live on the same floor. So maybe it is a 
maturity issue. There is no doubt that 
when you first come to college you are 
immature, that is normal. But the first 
two years of college are essential to 
your character development and this 
rule can greatly harm the relations 
between the sexes. It can give people 
strange ideas about how to relate to 
one another and this sense that boys 
and girls are somehow not equal. It 
gives the impression that boys cannot 
be trusted around girls, or the other 
way around.
Probably the worst aspect of pari­
etals is the obvious sexism it displays. 
At a certain point of the "night" if a 
girl wants to come to a boy's dorm she 
just has to stand outside and wait for 
him to come down and open the door. 
But if I, as a boy, want to go visit my 
friend, a girl, to watch The Office or 
something, I have to not only wait for 
her to come down but I have to give 
my name to a security guard, give my 
PC ID, write and sign my name in a 
book, and then she has to write her 
name, and then I can hang out for a 
small amount of time predetermined 
by the school. As a male I find this 
inequality not only annoying but also 
offensive. Going through all of that 
makes me feel that by coming to a 
girl's dorm I am doing something 
wrong. That by being male in a female 
dorm I am somehow thought of to be a 
potential danger and that is why there 
has to be a record of who I am and 
who I'm visiting. Well I am sorry, 
Providence College, that I had the 
nerve to try to be friends with a mem­
ber of the opposite sex. Now I know 
that going to a female's dorm room 
means that I am only looking for trou­
ble or to have sex so I won't do it again.
I am not saying that PC should get 
rid of ALL of their single-sex dormi­
tories. Every school has at least one 
building for each sex, as there are 
undoubtedly some who feel more 
comfortable living on the same floor 
as members of their respective gen­
ders. But for the rest of us who 
would like the opportunity to visit 
their friends without having to go 
through a criminal background 
check, give us the opportunity. The 
school should show us a little com­
mon decency and trust. If they did, 
I think they would produce students 
who have a better understanding 
and respect for members of the 
opposite sex.
A Few Choice Words for A-Rod
by Mike Pettinari '09 
Commentary Staff
you, Joe Torre. Come on guys, lets be 
serious here for a minute.
You're the highest paid professional 
baseball player to ever live—TO EVER 
LIVE. You get paid $500,000 every time 
you hit 1.27777 hits. You were married to 
one of the most beautiful women in the 
world, but you traded that away for an 
old, decrepit, international pop sensation 
(who happens to be rather toned.. .coin­
cidence?) I'm sorry, but even I have to 
draw the line somewhere.
Zimbabwe's Change 
to Finally Believe In?
BY Tinacho Chitongo TO
Guest Commentary
On Wednesday, Feb. 11, 2009, a 
history was made. Morgan 
Tsvangirai was sworn in as Prime 
Minister of Zimbabwe by President 
Robert Mugabe. The 
WORLD winds of change 
finally materializing in 
this long-suffering 
country. The gravity of this occasion 
may not have been obvious around 
the world, but it was a massive day 
for all Zimbabweans, including 
myself. I was born and raised in 
Zimbabwe and a recent visit over 
winter break was one of the most 
harrowing experiences of my life.
Morgan Tsvangirai
Much like the recent elections in 
the United States, a new era of lead­
ership was brought in. Indeed, 2008 
was a year of "change" in 
Zimbabwe. Robert Mugabe has been 
president of Zimbabwe since the 
country acquired independence in 
1980. Over that time period he has 
managed to lead the country on a 
most spectacular downward spiral. 
Some of the country's problems 
include massive brain drain, the 
world's highest inflation rate, unem­
ployment of over 85 percent, starva­
tion in some areas and a failing 
healthcare system. The country is on 
its knees and in need of some urgent 
help. In March 2008 Tsvangirai won 
more votes than Mugabe in the pres­
idential elections but he failed to get 
over 50 percent of the vote. A run-off 
was held, but he boycotted it due to 
incessant political violence. Mugabe 
won the run-off and declared him­
self the winner. Regional leaders 
contrived to create a coalition gov­
ernment; it has taken 10 months to 
get to the point where Mr. Tsvangirai 
can now officially be called Prime 
Minister of Zimbabwe. Meanwhile, 
the suffering of Zimbabweans has 
continued, more people are too poor
So Alex Rodriguez, let me pose a 
question to you. Why are you an idiot? 
Why risk throwing all that away? 
You're still technically "the man." 
(Well, not anymore, because again, 
you're a raging idiot.) But do you just 
like how an asterisk looks next to your 
name? Or is it something else? And 
who is your cousin? Look, honestly, I 
don't care how close you are to your 
cousin. Personally, I find myself pretty 
close to my cousins, but if they ever 
to travel to work, and the local cur­
rency has been abandoned. Getting 
sick in Zimbabwe is not advisable as 
there is a severe shortage of nurses 
and doctors and for those available it 
is prohibitively expensive.
Similar to President Obama, Prime 
Minister Tsvangirai will be focused 
on fixing the economy. His job is to 
resurrect an economy that has been 
pillaged by corrupt politicians and 
opportunistic businessmen.
Zimbabweans have every right to be 
slightly cynical at the very least. 
Their lives have not improved over 
the 10 months when South Africa was 
helping strike a deal between the rul­
ing ZANU P.F. and the opposition 
M.D.C. How useful is a coalition gov­
ernment in the first place? Can one 
really expect results from two leaders 
that can hardly stand each other? It is 
a marriage between a truly odd cou­
ple. A sort of planned union, whose 
success or failure depends on the 
willingness of either party to compro­
mise. Compromise is the key word 
here. Without it, the marriage dies 
and the people suffer more. 
Countries like the United States and 
Britain have been carefully monitor­
ing the situation. To completely trust 
Mugabe would be unwise.
The most heartbreaking result of 
the political impasse of the last 10 
months in Zimbabwe is the fact that 
ordinary people suffer the most. The 
breakdown in utilities and other 
government functions has inadver­
tently played a role in creating the 
cholera outbreak which has seen the 
death of over 3,000 and the infection 
of thousands more. Each day a new 
challenge presents itself, whether it 
is the introduction of new stifling 
monetary policy, a lack of electricity, 
burst sewage, political abductions, 
police brutality, and a hike in the 
price of everything and all manner 
of things.
When I went back home I could 
not believe that people carry on with 
their days even in the face of such 
unpredictability. People survive by 
sharing with each other, and having 
a sense of humor. When you face 
tragedy every week you need some 
way to go through the day. Despite 
the seeming lack of hope in 
Zimbabwe, one is always encour­
aged by the stories of bravery, soli­
darity, and survival which inspire 
hope for a better future. The chal­
lenge of rebuilding Zimbabwe is on 
the shoulders of the new govern­
ment. One would hope that they har­
ness the spirit that has kept 
Zimbabweans going in the face of 
disaster. One can only hope that 
Zimbabwe will finally see a change 
its people can truly believe in!
came at me with a hypodermic needle 
and said, "Hey Mike, I've got an idea, 
just bend over. . ." I'd have to say no. 
And anyone in their right mind would 
have to say no as well.
If I can be truthful, I don't care 
about steroids. You Yankees fans will 
be quick to throw names like Nomar 
Garciaparra and even David Ortiz at 
me suggesting they shot up steroids
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The 99 Cent Song: The 
Day the Music Died
Letters to the Editor:
Father Blau's invitation before departure
by John Ryan Cummings '09
Guest Commentary
The rapid universality of technology 
has its firm grip on the music industry. 
Back in the day when “Pretty Fly For A 
White Guy" was a number one hit and 
“MMMBop" was a staple at 
middle school dances, one 
would have to (God forbid) 
purchase an entire album in 
SOCIETY
order to listen to one's favorite song. 
However, the rise of iTunes over the past 
eight years has made it possible to pur­
chase that one song you would want for 
less than a dollar and completely disre­
gard the fellow 13 songs on which the 
band worked tirelessly to compose and 
produce. This phenomenon, which has 
become known as the rise of the 99<t
song, has had a very significant effect on 
the music industry. Whether this effect is 
a positive or negative one is a topic for a 
later debate. This article is targeted at 
those who shun an entire CD, buy the 
99<t song, and how in doing so they are 
contributing to the demise of what was 
once a personal relationship between the 
musician and the listener and hopefully 
only a temporary loss in a monumental 
artistic culture.
When the past generation came of age 
(let's say '60s and '70s), the hot item to 
acquire was a good stereo system. Why? 
So they could play their brand new 
Smokey Robinson, Led Zeppelin, 
AC/DC, or Moody Blues album. 
However, it was much more than just a 
collection of songs; it was an experience. 
AC/DC's Back in Black presented listeners 
with long-standing staples such as 
"Shook Me All Night Long," "Hells 
Bells," and the album's namesake "Back 
in Black." Anyone who claims to be even 
a marginal fan of classic rock is familiar 
with this trio of rock standards. 
However, when purchasing the entire 
album, the listener also receives under- 
appreciated tracks such as "Shoot to 
Thrill," "Have a Drink on Me," and 
"Rock 'N Roll Ain't Noise Pollution."
While listening to an entire album, one 
not only gets an appreciation for a song 
but an appreciation for the whole band. 
The radio hits are up front, but the songs 
that the band wrote for themselves, the 
songs that truly make a band who they 
are and individualize them from every­
one else, are at the bottom. A personal 
relationship was formed between artist 
and listener. Reading the literature that 
comes with a CD allows the audience to 
follow along on the journey that the 
artist(s) present via album, and allow the 
listener to become a part of the experi­
ence, helping to form a long-lasting bond 
between the two.
Our generation has lost this. A song is 
bought for 99<t, listened to 10 times a day 
for a week, and then discarded like the 
Thanksgiving leftovers that were discov­
ered in the fridge on Christmas Eve. It 
used to be common knowledge when a 
band changed a member, or when that 
familiar voice popped up in another 
group because this type of news was fol­
lowed rigorously. I bet your mom knew 
that The Guess Who's lead guitarist and 
Bachman Turner Overdrive's lead singer 
were one in the same. Did you have any 
idea that Fuel's former front man was 
with The Doors for a bit? Everyone 
knows Van Halen has been through 
three lead singers, but did you know that 
Got something to say?
The Cowl encourages you 
to submit a Letter to the Editor 
or Guest Commentary!
_____________________________
half of Alter Bridge is made up of former 
members of Creed? Where has the loyal­
ty to the musicians gone? To where has 
our appreciation for true musical 
expression and genius in a cohesive 
album dissipated?
We remember one-hit wonder Blind 
Melon 20 years later, but do you honest­
ly think that in 2025 Howie Day will be 
on our iPods (you've probably already 
forgotten about him, if you weren't in 
the class of '09)? Gone are the days when 
we remembered the songs on the album 
after the big hit ("The Kids Aren't 
Alright" is infinitely superior to "Pretty 
Fly for a White Guy," by the way). Gone 
are the days when we were excited to put 
our new CD into our boom box; just dock 
your iPod. Gone are the days when we 
stay up late to listen to Casey Kasem's 
top 50 countdown; just look it up online.
My blame does not fall solely on the 
youthful and naive audience. Our main 
source of musical education has monu­
mentally failed us: the radio. Listeners 
used to receive a genuine and true musi­
cal education if they were to listen to the 
radio: Classical on the morning drive to 
work, heavy metal at lunch time, country 
at mid-day, alternative on the drive home 
from school, Delilah at rush hour, and 
smooth jazz to close the night was the 
standard progression of audio literature 
that would grace the speakers of a radio, 
giving the audience a true lesson in 
musical variety and context. However, 
this variety has been hastily replaced 
with genre-oriented stations intent on 
pleasing a narrow audience. Each genre 
has its own specific station, and has 
alienated the music listening population 
and prevented a well-rounded musical 
experience. Our fickle generation with 
our ever-shortening attention span (espe­
cially for the radio) has demanded such 
action on the part of the radio industry 
for the sake of its mere self-preservation. 
A little known and underappreciated 
culture has been sadly lost.
Music has evolved greatly over the 
past decade. The Grammy's are now 
dominated by R&B and Rap/Hip-Hop 
artists, boom boxes are practically obso­
lete, and radio stations have turned 
themselves inside out. However, the per­
sonal experience that music had on its 
listeners, dating back to the Renaissance, 
has slowly withered away at the hands 
of Jeremiah Begley's famed 'world of 
gadgets.' Do yourself a favor: go buy an 
album. Listen to it; the whole thing, with­
out skipping a song and going out of 
order. Take time to reflect after each song, 
rather than reveling in the purchase of a 
current chart-topper for less than a buck. 
It will not only be of great benefit to the 
music industry and the essence of the art, 
but it will be of great benefit to you as the 
listener. In doing so, you will help the 
rehabilitation of a lost culture in dire 
need of revitalization.
Dear PC students, staff, friends, I 
wanted to thanks all the members of 
The Cowl for the article (by Ted 
DeNicola in the Feb. 12, 2009 issue) 
announcing that I am leaving PC (or as 
I like to say "joining the class of '09"). 
As many of you have inquired in the 
past week, yes, my parents are quite 
elderly and increasingly dealing with 
illness. Filial duty calls, you under­
stand—I really should be closer to 
them. Please keep them in prayer. I 
also continue to hold the ministry here 
at Providence College—with the stu­
dents, faculty, and all the staff who 
keep us going, as one of the finest 
assignments that a priest could ever
SAIL Office's red tape does no good
It is disheartening but not surprising 
to read that the SAIL Office remains an 
obstacle to student engagement (SAIL 
Censors Libertarians). During my four 
years at Providence College, Sharon 
Hay and the SAIL Office routinely 
blocked attempts to register voters and 
disseminate non-partisan voter infor­
mation. The SAIL Office's fear of open
Sexual freedom not to blame for assault and rape
To suggest that being sexually active 
while also abhorring sexual assault is 
"nonsensical," is insulting, and 
absurd. Though being sexually active 
may increase the potential for sexual 
assault, placing the blame for sexual 
assault entirely on sexual liberty is 
misguided. The prevalence of violence 
against women is due in large part to 
lack of a basic respect for women and 
their bodies. From the sex slave trade 
to date rape to re-virginiation surgery, 
too often are women deprived of their 
basic human dignity. To write this off 
simply as a result of the "ethic of sexu­
al license and promiscuity" serves to 
not only marginalize these major 
social issues but to perpetuate them as 
well. In fact, it is the culture of sexual 
freedom that allows countless women 
to overcome the fears that surround
Defending the RAs and their voluntary programs
The recent news brief, "Resident 
Assistant Organizes Community 
Service Opportunities," made it 
appear that The Office of Residence 
Life forces a community service 
requirement on residents. While the 
quotations included by Giselle Youssef 
'11 express very valid opinions, the 
author mischaracterized the Office of 
Residence Life by including them.
By way of clarification, RAs are 
required to plan community service 
programs, but in no way shape or form 
are our residents forced to attend. The 
purpose of residence life program­
ming is to provide options for PC stu­
dents not requirements.
Giselle is absolutely right when she 
said that community service should 
not be imposed on PC students. But 
why would the author include her
Sodexo worker commends Rick Kurker 'og
My name is Dot Marcello. I work 
at Ray Cafeteria on the weekends. I 
would like to commend Rick Kurker 
09 for doing a great job on the story 
about Sodexo workers and their 
hours cut. He came to Ray last week 
and was very professional and cour­
A-ROD: Why Would 
You Do Such a Thing?
continued from page 15:
and are thus no better than A-Rod. 
But guess what? I don't care. This is 
kind of reminiscent of "Spygate," 
remember that horse and saddle? 
When I would fight about the Patriots 
being morally okay, because everyone 
in the league taped defensive signals 
anyways, my Jersey (shore) room­
have. It is a graced privilege. Living 
here, getting to know you and work 
alongside of you has always been a 
tremendous joy and wonderfully 
rewarding. And in being your chaplain 
I do believe I have had the best assign­
ment in the entire Dominican Province 
of St. Joseph! I will eagerly continue to 
serve here at PC over these next few 
months until after graduation this 
May. I'll move sometime after that. So 
stop in the Campus Ministry Center 
and say hello! Let's actually "do" that 
coffee we have talked about!
Great day,
—Fr. Thomas Blau, O.P. Chaplain 
dialogue and expanded social capital 
does nothing to further prepare stu­
dents for the world beyond gradua­
tion. In an open society, ideas should 
not have to be rubber stamped by mid­
level bureaucracy before they are 
shared with the public.
—Michael Raia '05 
reporting sexual assault. The real 
cause of sexual assault is much deeper 
and cannot be examined without a his­
torical perspective which will reveal 
sustained and repeated disregard for 
women's rights by various political 
and religious groups, including both 
the United States government and the 
Catholic Church. It is only with an 
understanding of this history and an 
acceptance of the true equality of the 
sexes that we can begin to seriously 
combat the fundamental causes of sex­
ual assault. It is in this vein that The 
Vagina Monologues operate, which 
makes them and similar programs 
extraordinarily important in the fight 
against sexual assault.
—Kevin Lindsey '10 
suitemate's opinion before interview­
ing a student who attended the 
Breadlines program? If the author's 
intent was to include a different out­
look on community service, then the 
title of the news brief should have 
reflected that design.
All community service programs 
sponsored by Residence Life, includ­
ing Breadlines, are 100 percent volun­
tary. By comparing these programs to 
"criminal punishment" the author has 
discounted the admirable dedication 
shown by so many PC students who 
have willingly contributed to 
Breadlines and the other service 
opportunities provided by the Office 
of Residence Life.
—Justin Ferrante '10 
teous to us workers, asking about 
our problems. He wrote and listened 
to us. He has to be recognized and a 
big thank you for a job well done.
—Dot Marcello 
mates would be quick to say, "Yeah 
Pett, but they got caught." Well, 
Jersey (trash) roommates, how does it 
feel? It doesn't matter if your boy is 
just another measly face in the crowd 
because right now, he's the only face 
that's standing out.
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by Nahuel Fanjul ’ll
A&E Staff
Homecoming was massively action- 
packed this past weekend. There were 
a lot of parties for the alumni, a 
packed McPhail's, and apparently a 
fight at Louies. Even with these col- 
lege-juice-induced activities, what 
seemed to be the highlight for a lot 
was the comedy show on Saturday 
night, opened by Donny Bessem and 
starring Joel McHale.
This is Providence College's second 
famous comedian (not counting those 
McPhails ones of course), but this time 
not as big of an event. They changed 
the setting from the huge Peterson to 
the smaller Mullaney gym, and didn't 
even have the whole gym set up for an 
audience. It was a little sad to see 
someone like Joel McHale get such a 
small arena to fill.
The lights were fine, the sound was 
great, but it seemed like a lot of adver­
tising was done for this event for such 
a small crowd. And I'm not blaming it 
on the people not wanting to go see 
McHale, I'm saying that PC only gave 
Joel one side of the gym to fill.
Okay, so we all know who the star of 
the show was, but even before McHale 
came on the stage, Donny Bessem '07 
made everyone's stomach hurt from 
laughing so hard.
The Providence College alumi, was 
given a great welcome, and was proud 
to be back at a quickly progressing PC 
(which he mentioned a lot, especially 
the new gym).
Donny made a big hit while making 
every joke possible about Providence 
College. From jokes about CIV scream 
and a perfectly hit Golden Crust 
accent, Donny knew exactly what 
every PC student goes through and 
expressed it in a hilarious way.
The ex-PC rugby player did the best 
he could with the fifteen minutes that 
he was given, and got the crowd 
warmed up perfectly for an hour-long 
set of non-stop laughing.
Joel McHale is known for his reality 
clip-show, The Soup on the E! Network, 
and has created a large fan base with 
his sarcastic jokes and hilarious facial 
expressions as he judges anyone on 
television.
■■■■MB r JBF ■■■■■■■■■■■ ■■■■■■■
This is a small, cheaply produced 
show, but it takes over a thirty-minute 
spot on Friday nights, and is repeated 
every night on the E! Channel. No one 
is safe in the eyes of Mr. McHale.
Oprah, to the little punks on Mtv's 
"Detention," and even (and some­
times mostly) the stars on his own net­
work are hit hard as he pokes fun at 
every idiot on television and their mis­
takes.
McHale has continuous jokes like a 
sad little Chihuahua named Lou, 
dressed in different costumes, and 
spaghetti eating cat (and yes, there 
was a weird girl dressed in a Spaghetti 
Cat costume in the crowd... weird).
The show is a huge hit, and his stand­
up was just as good. He made his 
usual rants on Britney Spears and the 
maybe-gay Ryan Seacrest, but during 
this hour show he went deep into his 
family life.
We heard him judge the little silver 
haired boy with the camera for a bit, 
and then he started to judge his life 
and his family instead of the stars he 
loves to hate so much on television.
McHale is currently married and has 
two kids, Eddie and Isaac whom he 
talked mostly about for the last half of 
his show. His hilarious tales of Eddie 
and his huge penis-looking Halloween 
costume, Eddie wanting to see Isaac's 
penis, and Eddie being both a genius 
and a retard...basically he told the 
most outrageous stories of what his 
three-year-old kid could do.
Of course, with a dad like Joel, and 
you can imagine what his wife is like, 
his kids will have nothing but a nor­
mal life. His wife taught his kid to say 
Ryan Seacrest is his dad just to upset 
Joel! If that's not a messed up kid, then 
I don't know what is.
Joel McHale pulled out all the tricks, 
and the "Cyclops Friars" enjoyed 
every second of his show. His sarcastic 
jokes and the way he judges everyone 
(including my camera girl and me 
when we talked to him) made 
Saturday a night of a million laughs at 
PC.
WHAT GENDER IS IT ANYWAYS
Baby with the Bathwater Fills Smith Center
by C.W. Tompkins ’09
A&E Staff
Is it possible for parents to completely 
ruin a child or at least rob him of his joie 
de vivre? I wondered this exiting 
Christopher Durang's Baby with the 
Bathwater on Saturday night. Then I got 
to my car and sat for a minute and 
thought maybe it was Dumag that 
robbed me of my joy of living. Either 
way, Durang's absurdist black comedy 
about the art and war of child rearing 
took to the stage this weekend and 
played to three sold-out crowds in the 
John Bowab studio theatre. The student 
produced project, helmed by Brandon 
Ferretti '09 was a relative success and 
stayed mostly 
stayed true to
 Durang's twist- 




seemed not to 
sit well or com­
fortably with audiences.
This surreal story follows the morbid 
development of young Daisy, a child 
with mentally corrupt and extremely 
fickle parents, too tense to even check the 
sex of the child. The couple quickly real­
izes there is a lot more to raising a child 
then they originally thought and are 
somehow magically graced by the pres­
ence of Nanny, an elderly "wholesome" 
caretaker. Imagine Mary Poppins hit 
over the head with a large concrete brick 
and given 40 milligrams of Benzedrine. 
She also knows nothing about raising a 
child. This first part of die play is imme­
diately disturbing and somewhat funny. 
Every line is delivered to ensure the 
development of a child that we know 
will be anything but normal.
Sarah Randles TO shines as Nanny, 
moving with the grace of a granny gone 
wrong. Amberly Glitz '12 and Stephan 
Mirando '09 are funny in their take on 
the parents but do not separate their 
characters well enough. They both seem 
like the same person in this preliminary 
act, though independent personalities do 
develop later on.
The play continues through the life of 
the child. Daisy proves herself to be an 
odd duck, lying flaccid off stage at the 
park while her mother berates her. Later 
a school teacher (Aisha Stewart T2) 
shows a hint of concern but is thwarted 
by a nutty administrator (Sarah Randles 
TO again). Then we finally meet the kid 
in the final act. He/she whines about 
his/her upbringing and complains about 
college. Conor Leary's '11 feminine angst 
is palpable and perfect for the role. We 
are not sure how we want to feel about 
this character until the end. We want to 
like him but can't because he is so 
unbearably pissy at times.
Stewart lent her talents to various sec­
ondary characters and showcased her 
lovely singing voice. However, her parts 
did not lend themselves to humor and 
were a little frustrating at times but, 
again, that was mostly the fault of the 
content.
Mark Francis' TO set seemed a little 
hurried, a bit of a conglomeration of nec­
essary pieces of furniture and stuff that 
served no real thematic purpose. The 
floor painting was interesting but some­
one neglected to remove the edging tape 





choice of an 
actual bathtub 
for the child's bassinet was an excellent 
one. As soon as someone got in the tub 
you knew he or she was about to break 
down or revert back to a childish state.
The lighting and sound designs were 
subtle and for the most part apSy unno- 
ticeable. Paul Perry TO did not use any 
music in his sound array but helped a 
suspension of disbelief by adding back­
ground to a park scene and tears to an 
inanimate sponge baby. Peter Hurvitz's 
TO work was only apparent in a couple 
of scenes in which light played an impor­
tant role to the mood.
In the end I can say I at least appreciat­
ed the effort. Ferretti seemed to feel 
strongly about the subject and it was exe­
cuted moderately well by actors and 
crew. However, the content of the play 
itself was frustrating. The whole time 
Durang seems to attempt to shove a 
point down the throat of his audience but 
the final scene wipes that theme and 
point off the board. The premise was not 
a conversation, as most narrative tends to 
be. Durang screams at us like one of 
those heinous monologues.
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Conan’s Last Late Night
Tonight Show to host a primetime spot at 
10:00 p.m. on NBC. Conan O'Brien will 
leave Late Night to take Leno's spot. And 
Jimmy Fallon will then laugh at his own 
jokes in Conan's old spot on Late Night at 
12:35 a.m. Sadly, this means that Conan 
will leave Rockefeller Center in New 
York City for Los Angeles.
Chin deep in a strict diet of cinnamon 
applesauce and codeine, my mind 
focused on nothing but the great tragedy 
that would be O'Brien's departure from 
the city that was so beautifully woven 
into the fabric of his ingenious television 
show. In a chemically-altered state, my 
hormones took over, I found an NBC e- 
mail address and poured my heart out. I 
told them how I couldn't bear it. How 
would I fall asleep each night in a world 
fraught with economic hardship, politi­
cal unrest, and Bob's Mart still under 
construction? Conan was the comedic 
lullabye I depended on and without a 
Late Night staff of New Yorkers things 
would drastically change.
After the painkillers wore off and my 
cheeks shrunk back down to a size I could 
legally possess in public, Christmas and 
New Year's Eve came and went. 
Eventually, I returned to Providence 
determined to 
mend my bro­
ken late night 
heart. But love 
would knock 
on my door one 
last time. In 
mid-January, I 
got an email 
from NBC. I'd 
been given two 
 tickets to 
 Conan's last 





der and around my room. This is a joke. 
I'm legitimately getting punk'd. Except it 
turns out, I got lucky. 
My great friend and fellow Conan 
enthusiast, Matt and I, have been friends 
since Conan's first episode of Late Night 
back in 1993. It seemed poetic that we 
would go back home for the last taping. 
Worried that we were being tricked, we
A & E's Annmarie Granstrand '09 Takes a Once in a Lifetime Visit to
90 Rock to See Conan O'Brien's Last Show in New York NBC
by Annmarie Granstrand ’09 
A&E Editor
Some people are lucky. These are the 
people who get all their classes on 
CyberFriar in two minutes. These are the 
people who always find their lost PC ID. 
These are the people who skip class on 
the one day the professor happens to for­
get to take attendance. Generally speak­
ing, I'm not one of these people. But one 
day, the stars aligned and by some cosmic 
mistake, I was confused as one of them. 
About a week before Christmas, I had 
four wisdom teeth extracted and spent 
most of my time in a Quasimodo-like
existence, hiding up in my room, away And this is a garbage can in 
from mirrors that reflected a face similar which Tina Fey probably 
to a bee-stung John McCain. I sat up in threw out a bad hot dog. 
bed, heavily medicated on a plethora of 
prescription medications with two males: 
my black Lab, Idaho, and Conan O'Brien.
While Idaho has always been 
the strong silent type, Conan 
was as chatty and self-depreci­
ating as ever. I watched 
episode after episode of Mr. 
O'Brien's infamous string 
dances, Max Weinberg's dry 
humor, and of course, La 
Bamba's sheer sex appeal. 
In case you aren't up to date 
on the world of late night tele­
vision, recent decisions are 
about to really shake things 
up. Jay Leno will leave The
coURIESVOl MATTHEW Co
And this is the GE Building where all 
your dreams come true and the 




hours before the 
taping to get 
our tickets. For 
every step of 
the way, we 
thought for sure 
someone would 
realize we did­
n't belong there 
and kick us out. 
But somehow, 
we not only got 
tickets but were 
seated in the 
front row, right 
behind the cam­
era men and feet from the gangly 
Irishman himself.
The studio was on the seventh floor 
of 30 Rock in the GE building and 
you're kidding yourself if you think we 
didn't call every NBC page Kenneth. 
The room was Moore-sized at best. 
They're not kidding when they say 
that camera angles do a lot. The stage 
looked more like a Pottery Bam-fur- 
bished Wayne's World basement than 
the huge, fancy set that appears on 
television.
Up until this point, Matt and I were 
so overwhelmed by the experience 
that we forgot for a 
moment that this 
would be the last 
taping. Although 
the staff was all very 
welcoming and 
cheerful, there were 
plenty of sentimental 
quivering bottom lips 
and teary hugs 
between burly cam­
eramen. It was clear 
that this group of 
about one hundred 
creative and hard­
working NBC
employees had given 
more than 40 hours a 
week to the show.
impressed by his humility, friendly 
demeanor, and sincere devotion to 
presenting a quality program. For 
instance, earlier that day, they filmed 
a sketch of Conan releasing a caged 
Abe Vigoda back "into the wild." 
While the clip played, Conan stud­
ied the audience's reaction with a 
worried face. When everyone watch­
ing erupted with laughter he 
beamed with pride as if it was his 
first successful moment in comedy. 
It was great to see that 16 years of 
international fame hadn't phased his 
determination to produce inventive 
and witty entertainment.
If you get the opportunity to watch 
the episode online or on iTunes, I 
highly suggest it. John Mayer 
offered Conan some honest lines of 
song: "L.A.'s gonna eat you alive." 
Will Ferrell provided a final presi­
dential address before quickly 
undressing and once again perform­
ing his leprechaun striptease. The 
White Stripes meekly sang an 
acoustic ballad. But the real home- 
coming was the return of Andy 
Richter. His family, including two 
adorable young sons, stood off-cam- 
era as he took back his seat next to 
Conan for the final Late Night.
Undoubtedly, Matt and I had a 
unique experience 
that afternoon off 
Fifth Avenue. 
Obviously, decades 
from now, I'll make 
my grandchildren 
gather 'round to 
watch the Tivo-ed 
episode and proudly 
point myself out in 
the audience. "Yes, 
that was me. 
Standing next to 
the awkwardly tall 
boy in flannel." And 
then I'll bring out 
my piece of the set 
that Conan hacked 
from the scaffolding
and act as if it rivals a 
splinter of the 
Santa Maria. 
They'll roll their 
eyes, mime hyste­
ria behind my 
back and ask me if 














And this is a pigeon in Rockefeller 
Plaza that probably followed Judah 
Fried lander to eight pretzel stands 
and a falafel vendor.
For 16 years and over 2,000 episodes, 
the Late Night staff appeared to have 
formed a very close-knit and funny 
family. I felt honored to see the final 
chapter of such a success story.
Before Conan got all choked up in 
the final six minutes of the program, 
there were plenty of laughs and, for 
me at least, insights into that mysteri­
ous world of show business. First of 
all, the Max Weinberg Seven is the 
most talented collection of musicians 
I've ever heard. Aside from their con­
tagious enthusiasm, the ensemble had 
an endearing camaraderie about them. 
During one commercial break, Pender 
held a note on the trumpet for over 
two minutes and La Bamba took out 
his digital camera to capture the feat 
as the rest of the band cheered him on.
I'm not sure what I expected Conan 
to be like but I was thoroughly
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Empty Wallet, Full Stomach
A+E's Sarah Bidinger '09 Shows You How to Get More Bang for your 
Buck—Depression Style
by Sarah Bidinger ’09
A&E Staff
As I walked by a newspaper stand a 
few weeks back, the "Hard Economic 
Times at PC" column on the front page 
caught my eye. I sadly patted the space 
in my back pocket where my wallet 
should be, and trudged on through the 
snow. And then the light bulb went off: 
A&E needs a "Hard Economic Times" 
column of its own, with some dedicat­
ed journalist sleuthing out fun places 
to eat out on a budget. The rules: no 
"fast food" joints; the entree must be 
under five dollars; and you're not 
allowed to leave hungry. I'm lacing up 
my sneakers (a very economical mode 
of travel) and hitting the town in 
search of dining establishments that 
will make your stomach happy and 
your bank account sing.
First stop: Admiral Spa. In my time 
at PC, I've heard much lore about the 
(insert four-letter-word)-load of food 
you can get here for "nothing." At just 
a hop, skip, and a jump down 
Cumberland Street (the road right 
behind the gym), I figured experienc­
ing the legend for myself was not a 
bad place to start.
Opening the door at Admiral is like 
stepping into another reality. There are 
maybe six tables in the whole estab­
lishment, and the small walls hold the 
spirit of a small-town diner. Middle- 
aged regulars sit at the bar, bantering 
with the cook, commenting on sports, 
and greeting friends as they take their
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seats. Sausage and eggs sizzle and 
pop, and the air smells of coffee and 
the morning paper. I felt lucky not to 
have an affiliation with any baseball 
team; the proprietors' loyalty to the 
Yankees is touted through wall para­
phernalia of every sort, alongside an 
American flag and a number of kitschy 
signs along the lines of "Never Trust a 
Skinny Cook."
We'd barely warmed our seats before 
the waitress brought menus and coffee 
cups, rattled off the varieties of toast, 
scribbled down our orders, and tacked 
them on the rack above the grill. She 
came by the table several times to warm 
our coffee, and our $1.25 cups o' joe 
never went empty. Before we knew it, 
our food had arrived: home fries, but­
tered toast, and eggs-over-medium 
for my trusty rusty dining buddy, and 
a bacon, egg, and cheese bagel-wich 
for myself, all steaming hot. 
Breakfast is probably my favorite 
meal, and I was not disappointed.
If you want to sit down, sip your 
coffee, and enjoy an extended conver­
sation with your friends, you better eat 
slowly. Or just "fugettaboudit." They 
mean business in here. We hadn't 
swallowed our last bites before the bill 
was on the table and they were actual­
ly asking us to move. I guess if the 
food is that cheap, you've got to move 
people in and out pretty quickly. But 
still. It was Sunday morning. Perhaps 
they might've let us stay longer if we 
were playing the Keno cards at our 
table our buying the lotto tickets avail­
able at the register.
On the receipt, both our meals were 
a dollar more than advertised on the 
menu: my $3.00 bagel sandwich was 
$4.00, and my friend's breakfast platter 
was marked up to $3.50. Perhaps there 
is a surcharge for being an outsider or 
forgetting your Yankees cap. Given the 
look of the place, it didn't seem ques­
tioning the bill would do much good. 
Even with the hike in prices, the grand 
total for two, with drinks and tax, was 
$10.80. An impressive start. Though 
there wasn't a lot of time to peruse the 
menu, I caught sight of many varia­
tions of the eggs-toast-bagel-muffin- 
home fries-sausage-bacon fare. 
Luxury items ($4.95-$6.50, at least as 
advertised) included a selection of 
waffles. Stop by Admiral Spa for 
speedy, down-home fare. You won't 
support the golden arches, and you 
definitely will not leave hungry. Call 
(401) 831-5178 for hours.
DAWN of THE LIVING DEAD
by Matthew Frederick ’10
A&E Staff
Before coming to college, I was by no 
means a video gamer. Like any other per­
son, I had played NFL Blitz 2000 and the 
occasional Mario Kart 64, but overall I just 
did not play games. Then came 
Providence College, and all of a sudden, 
video games had this inexplicable appeal.
So far there have been two video 
games each year that my group of 
friends and I have played more than any 
others. During freshman year, Super 
Smash Brothers was the choice for both 
N64 and GameCube. Last year, the 
releases of the new Halo and Fifa games 
were responsible for countless wasted 
hours in our room. This year, there has 
been an interesting trend emerging in 
the video game industry that can be 
summed up in one word: zombies.
In speaking about zombies, I refer 
specifically to two games: Left 4 Dead and 
Call of Duty: World at War. Both games 
were released in November 2008. To com­
pare them fairly, I am speaking mainly 
about their online challenges. In Call of 
Duty, you and your friends must defend 
a broken-down house from Nazi zom­





the more money you make and the better 
guns you can buy. Once you have killed 
the designated amount of zombies, you 
move up a level and more zombies come.
As you move up, the zombies move 
faster and are harder to kill. At this point 
you probably are thinking, "This game 
doesn't sound very interesting" — but 
have you ever shot at Nazi zombies? 
There is something irresistible and satis­
fying about killing one zombie after 
another that makes the game that much 
more fun. There is also nothing scarier 
than turning around and seeing a swarm 
of Nazi zombies rushing toward you 
with the intent to kill.
In contrast there is Left 4 Dead, a game 
based on the notion that a disease has 
taken over the world, leaving everyone 
infected except for four survivors. This 
game has much worse graphics than Call 
of Duty, yet this is made up for in the 
online versus mode, which features the 
four survivors versus zombies. The best 
part is that you can be a survivor trying to 
accomplish your task and shoot­
ing zombies, while your 
roommate right next to you 
can be a zombie trying to. 
hunt you down and 
tear your guts out
The game also features four zombies 
with unique characteristics on top of the 
entire computer-generated infected that 
try to attack. They are randomly 
assigned to you so you have no choice as 
to what you become. One zombie, the 
boomer, spits up bile that attracts the 
computer zombies to attack the person 
upon whom he spit. The smoker zombie 
can shoot his tongue out far to constrict 
and immobilize the enemies. The hunter 
zombie can jump far and pounce onto 
survivors and proceed tear their guts 
out. The last ana best zombie is the tank, 
who somehow genetically mutated to 
become a bulging beast that sends you 
flying with his fists and can kill you with 
only a couple of swings.
As these games have become our 
choice for this year, I got to thinking 
about why they are this much fun.
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thing special in itself, yet for some reason 
this is where the gaming industry is 
headed. If you don't believe me, look at 
the number of video games that involve 
zombie shooting. All this is just in time 
for the release of Resident Evil 5 in 
March 2009.
Ultimately I think it comes down to 
two things: fear and competition. Of 
course no one actually believes that 
zombies are real, yet there is that fear 
of the unknown which plays a big 
role in the satisfaction you get when 
you kill one. If we had something stu­
pid like giant bunnies attacking us no 
one would take the game seriously. I 
think that the competition of the game 
though is the best part. In Call of 
Duty, all you want to do is get to a 
level higher than anyone else has 
reached (our current best is 21). In 
Left 4 Dead, all you want to do is beat 
the person right next to you, whether 
you are the survivor or the zombie. 
That's what good video games do: 
they find an innovative way to take 
this competition and make it fun. So 
go out and find someone who has 
these games because, I promise you, 
you will not be disappointed.
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PC A Cappella is Pitch-Perfect
Providence College's Three Student-Run A Capella Groups 
Struck a Chord With Their Audience at Saturday's Alumni Concert
by Claire Pevoto ’10 
A&E Staff
Half an hour before the Saturday 
afternoon Alumni A Cappella Club 
Concert, the lobby of the Smith Center 
for the Arts was already jam packed 
with students, alumni, parents, and 
other PC community members hoping 
to score a seat for the much-anticipat­
ed show. "The a cappella Concert is 
one of the best parts of Alumni 
Weekend," said Meghan Brookes, '09. 
Becca Racine '10 agreed, marveling 
that "we have so much talent here at 
PC."
The show kicked off with 
Anaclastic, the all-female a cappella 
group on campus. The girls performed 
a number of crowd-pleasers, with Jess 
Soja '08 kicking the energy up with 
Whitney Houston's "I Wanna Dance 
With Somebody," and Alexandra 
"Kiki" Tarkahan '07 and Jill Naymie 
'07 bringing out their inner lionesses in 
"I Just Can’t Wait to be King." A group 
favorite to perform was Mariah 
Carey's "Always Be My Baby," led by 
Maggie Ciarcia '09.
"It feels like our family is back 
together," said Anaclastic Vice- 
President Shannon Hulst '10. It sound­
ed like it, too; the alumni seemed as if 
they had never been away from the 
stage, and the new members appeared 
comfortable with all of the classic 
Anaclastic songs. This apparent ease 
takes some coordination, as new girls 
must be prepared for old tunes, and 
the alumni gathered to rehearse for a 
few hours the day of the show. 
Rehearsing before the show is Hulst's 
favorite part of the event because 
"we're all excited to see the alums com­
ing back, and they're excited to see the 
current members, and meet the new 
ones that have joined since the alums 
left."
Next in the lineup was PC's all-male 
a cappella group, Special Guest. 
Special Guest enjoyed the largest 
alumni attendance of the afternoon, 
with graduates even from the class of 
2001 coming back to sing. Such a 
numerous gathering allowed the 
group to break up the set by album, so 
that the audience was given a musical 
history of Special Guest through per­
formances from the albums Al Top 
Dog, Entering Harmony, Blinded by the 
Sound, Huxley Ave, and the newest 
release, Black and Tan—"The colors of 
our uniform, and also a tasty bever­
age," according to Dan Lade '07.
The guys have a knack for playing 
up the audience and genuinely enjoy­
ing each other's company on stage. "As 
much fun as the show is for the audi­
ence, I can guarantee you it is way 
more fun for the performers," said 
Special Guest President Al Callahan 
'09. The group's fun-loving attitude 
was contagious, especially in rendi­
tions of Boyz II Men's "I'll Make Love 
to You," led by Andy Kowal '10 and 
Marvin Gaye's classic "Sexual 
Healing," led by Dan Farrell '08.
Their comfort performing with one 
another probably stems from the 
friendships formed while at PC and 
maintained beyond graduation, as 
alumni are members for life. When 
asked if he plans to perform as an 
alum next year, Callahan confidently 
replied, "Airy chance I get to come 
back, alumni show or not, I will take 
advantage of."
Closing out the show was the 
youngest a cappella group, co-ed 
Strictly Speaking. The club celebrates 
their ten-year anniversary this year, 
and founding member Steve 
Szymczak was present to thank the PC 
community and current Strictly 
Speaking members for the opportuni­
ty to continue performing. The group 
started off with an unexpected medley 
of The Beatles' "Let it Be" and Usher's 
"Make Love in this Club," led by 
Laurie Moise '12 and Sean Lynott, 
along with other group-effort 
favorites such as Rihanna's 
"Disturbia" (complete with creep-tas- 
tic dance moves) and BBMak’s "Back 
Here."
Rehearsing with alumni for the first 
and only time just hours before the 
show might seem daunting to some, 
but the time and effort put into the 
event is enjoyable to these seasoned 
performers. According to Jamie Sayre 
TO, "The atmosphere of the process is 
always fun and laid back, so it's hard 
to be nervous." Collaborating with the 
alumni also allows for more creativity. 
"Whether it's a great voice I didn't 
know about in the group, an arrange­
ment someone wrote, or even rapping 
skills, there's always something fun 
and new brought into each song," 
Sayre said. The group's comfort in the 
limelight showed—their banter and 
dynamism made for a highly enter­
taining set, ending the excellent show 
on a high note (get it?).
If you missed the Alumni Weekend 
concert, or if it left you craving more 
instrument-free tunes, keep your ears 
open for upcoming performances. The 
Providence College A Capella 
Invitational, which also includes 
groups from other schools, is planned 
for mid-March, and the Senior Show 
for all three groups will be near the 
end of classes in May. Be sure to catch 
this year's gifted grads before they 
return for next year's Alumni Concert.
Maturity or Manolos?
A & E's Catherine Northington '12 Witnesses the 
Beautiful Transformation of Super Superficial 
to Endearingly Superf icial
by Catherine Northington T2 
A&E Staff
I want to preface this article by 
expressing my embarrassment at 
spending my hard-earned $7.25 on one 
of the girliest (and cheesiest) films ever 
created - not because the film was par­
ticularly awful - but because it is a 
movie which just screams out to be 
made fun of. I submit myself to any 
and all harassment that I have war­
ranted for seeing this film; it is truly 
the quintessence of chick flick. Having 
said that...
Ah, what better time to release a 
movie glorifying costly couture, 
grandiose glamour, and decadent 
decor than a time of unmitigated eco­
nomic crisis in the United States? 
Confessions of a Shopaholic, released 
Feb. 13, tells the story of New York 
journalist Rebecca Blumwood (Isla 
Fisher) and her ardent zeal for shop­
ping - particularly her fancies in the 
realm of high fashion.
Blumwood is the very definition of 
the word "shopaholic," unable to walk 
past any store window display with­
out being tempted - and ultimately 
conquered - by her urges to go in and 
swipe one of her 13 credit cards to her 
heart's content. Unfortunately, this 
unhealthy habit drags her into over­
whelmingly massive debt.
In light of her economic woes, 
Blumwood aims to score a higher-pay­
ing, coveted position at fashion maga­
zine Allette. However, she instead 
(somewhat ironically) picks up a job at
TOUCHSTONE
Isla Fisher exchanges retail therapy for a chance at true love with a British accent.
Successful Savings — a financial maga­
zine owned by the same company. 
Her boss, the dashing Luke Brandon 
(Hugh Dancy), hires her in the hopes 
that she can make the world of finance 
more accessible for the general public. 
Blumwood soon realizes she is in over 
her head. Side note: For reasons that I 
find hard to explain, Brandon is the 
sole member on staff with a British 
accent. Oh, and he also happens to be 
charming, attractive, and single.
As Rebecca makes a name for her­
self with her financial column (pub­
lished under her nom de plume, "The 
Girl With the Green Scarf"), she 
becomes increasingly determined to 
fight her urge to spend. In the process, 
she grows ever-closer with the amiable 
Brandon.
Confessions details Blumwood's 
feigning her way through the world of 
finance with her eyes ultimately on the 
Allette prize. In the end, our main char­
acter learns that there is more to the 
world than money, shopping, and 
material goods. For example, she 
learns that there are also cute, sensitive 
British guys who fall head over heels 
for girls who lie about their life stories 
(this, to me, seemed to be the moral of 
the story). Rebecca also learns that 
drunk-mailing an angry letter to a man 
who refuses you a job is a sure-fire 
way to eventually win his approval 
and gain said job. And then live happi­
ly ever after.
The movie was no worse than I 
expected it to be. In fact, I truly did 
enjoy it. There were some great 
comedic moments when it came to 
Blumwood's obsession with appearing 
business-savvy among her Successful 
Savings colleagues. Blumwood's tan­
gled web of lies grew ever more 
daunting as she struggled through her 
gig at Successful Savings, and provided 
many opportunities for hilarity along 
the way.
The romantic story between 
Blumwood and Brandon was banal, 
yet quite cute. In Hugh Dancy's 
defense, I thought he was significantly 
more attractive than Hugh Grant, or 
any of those other dime-a-dozen 
British actors who star in way too 
many romantic comedies these days. 
Both Fisher and Dancy fit their roles to 
a tee. And on a side note, I greatly 
enjoyed the supporting performance of 
John Lithgow (who is rarely in the 
movies any more, but is still awesome).
So, if you don't mind cheesy 
romance flicks, and are up for a good 
laugh to take your mind off those 
upcoming midterms - check out 




Today I Am (Should've Been) a Father
by Conor Leary '11 
Portfolio Staff
I was too late. When I ran from 
school to the hospital (I was only 16 
and I was supposed to go for my per­
mit exam in two weeks), I blurted out 
my question: "Where is 
SHORT Where is Angie?" I
STORY didn't mean to shout but 
the crone behind the admis­
sion desk threw a nasty grimace in my 
direction anyway. Her face was tired 
and leathery and dead curls of gray 
hair hung out of a white cap. The 
nurse spoke like she had been smoking 
for fifty years; since the time before 
medical experts took to heart what the 
Surgeon General put on every pack of 
cigarettes (sarcasm was how I dealt 
with stupid questions, made conversa­
tions more exciting, flirted with girls).
She asked me Angie's last name and 
I found it impossible to believe that 
they wouldn't immediately know who 
she was: the pregnant 16-year-old girl 
with little make-up on her face and lit­
tle styling to her hair. She was not like 
any other girls our age, had never been 
obsessed with looking unbelievable. 
In my eyes, she did look stunning all 
the time and looked perfect every sin­
gle day (until the day I saw her lying in 
that hospital bed).
She was in room 34 (which was also 
her house number, right next to mine) 
and stared into a television playing the 
nauseating music of a soap opera. Her 
dress was made out of medical paper, 
blank and clean, unlike anything she 
would normally wear. It erased every­
thing I knew about her, the white can­
vas was something Angie would have 
painted in a moment, filling it with her 
creativity. The light of the room 
bounced off the flat sheet wrapping 
her shoulders and trailing off near the 
blanket that she had kicked away. A 
balloon hovered in the comer tied to 
the little arm of a teddy bear (someone 
was congratulating her, the smug "Get 
Well Soon" flashing like a sign on the 
Vegas strip). She glanced over (she 
must have heard the way my soul 
screamed inside my chest, hoping that 
the sheer pain of the groan would 
make the balloon explode).
I didn't look at her at first, but I 
needed to know. I stared firmly into 
her eyes and was lost in them. Her 
eyes were always innocent, the hazel 
color especially glistening beneath the 
fluorescent lighting of the hospital. 
They had glistened that night too, 
when we were camping outside in the 
feverish heat of summer. The stars had 
enough radiance to infect her eyes 
with a spellbinding magic that 
brought my lips to hers, that brought 
us quietly into the tent and into one 
sleeping bag. I remember how soft her 
skin felt as I watched the decision com­
pletely illuminate her eyes in the dark­
ness of the sealed tent. As I stared into 
them now, I noticed something differ­
ent. A gray tone seemed to be leaking 
from the black pupil that once 
drowned amongst the beautiful tint of 
autumn leaves (anesthetics can dilate 
the pupils, Biology 101). Her eyes, the 
blank smock; it made her a stranger to 
me (and mom always told me never to 
talk to strangers).
She tried to speak but no voice 
flowed from her parted lips. Instead 
she her eyes flicked back to the melo­
drama in the fantasy box hanging from 
the ceiling (because there wasn't 
enough drama going on in reality). I 
finally left the doorway and circled the 
vicinity of her bedside, my eyes drawn 
to the IV strung into her arm, the clear 
solution hovering in a bag near her 
head, the machines tracking her single 
heartbeat, her single pulse. I chose to 
sit (out of necessity since my knees 
were literally shaking me off-balance) 
and sank down on to the stool directly 
next to her bed.
She shrank as far away from me as 
possible, hugging the very edge of her 
bed. She seemed to want to tumble out 
if it to put more distance betweenTis. 
She didn't want me to be there. She 
didn't want to talk to me (I had become 
a stranger to her as she had to me). I 
just stared at her as she watched her 
stories, jaw clenched over the secret she 
thought the amount of clues surround­
ing her would immediately give away 
(they had).
"What did we do?" She looked at 
me as if I had suddenly posed a very 
difficult question of the algebraic 
nature (on our first date I asked her 
what 17 percent of the bill plus two 
was, and telling me that she hated 
math, she whipped out her cell phone 
to use the tip calculator). Her bottom 
lip began to quiver. I threw myself 
away from her side at that and turned 
towards the window, laying my hand 
against the cold glass. I heard the 
melodrama of Passions of Our Lives in 
the General Hospital go away, a click 
revealing that my audience of one was 
hanging on in unbreakable silence. I 
turned quietly and felt the spotlight of 
her gaze cover me, like cement that 
would dry if I didn't tell her what was 
wrong (I'd be a set of ruins in the mid­
dle of the modem-age hospital, a bro­
ken boy, a father).
I let the question linger and watched 
her trembling lips.
"I did it." She whispered but it was 
enough to shatter the atmosphere. 
Tears filled her eyes and in a track 
star's stride, I was at the door. 
"Wait!" She screeched, gargling tears 
like salt water as remedy to a belliger­
ent cavity. I was tempted to leave her 
just crying there but I could not be that 
mean. After all, I loved her (once). 
"I did it. I had to! We're too young to 
have a kid now. I can't even get all my 
homework done for the week, let alone 
care for a baby!" Her logic, people had 
told me, was right (but I knew she fin­
ished her homework every week. I 
helped her with the math, adding two 
and two together). I simply nodded 
and kept my mouth shut (passive 
aggression). I could tell she wanted me 
to talk, that her heart was racing a mile 
a minute, taking her life into overdrive 
and balancing its track on a narrow 
string just ready to snap. She needed 
me to say everything was all right, that 
her decision to get an abortion was 
right (she wanted my blessing and all 
that came with it).
"Did you know we could have 
known our baby's sex?" This news 
struck her heart. She glanced quickly 
into her hands and shook her head as 
if that information wasn't important. 
She sat there, nodding back and forth 
as if she could shake out all the memo­
ries of the hospital, the surgery, the 
positive test. I watched our night in the 
tent fall with the others (as if this 
would be that easy to discard). I left 
her a present before walking out the 
door, the sonogram the doctors had 
taken to make sure the abortion could 
happen successfully. I had a nurse find 
the sex for me.
I stepped out of the hospital that day 
and cried (for my daughter).
That's My Face in the Sand
by Daniel James '11
Portfolio Staff
Workday
by Nicole Amaral 'io
Asst. Portfolio Editor
The risk of coming up short 
stopped the dayl ight from 
showing its face.
The chances of the old clock 
chiming at a new hour were 
calculated.
The morning commuter took 
the backroads to avoid traffic 
and confrontation.
Her fingers were curled around 
a cellphone; she I iked feel ing 
attached.
The slowness of silence was 
a distraction from the glut 
of paperwork.
The end of the hour came 
on its own time, reluctantly 
granting release.
FICTION
I draw a face in the sand. It isn't a 
good face—there isn't anything that 
really sets it apart. It has eyes, a nose, a 
mouth, and I even went so far as to 
give it ears. It isn't anything 
special, it is made out of the 
same grains of sand as the 
rest of the beach, but I feel 
partial to it. After all, 
despite the generics that it is com­
posed of, it is my own face.
I wouldn't go so far as to say I'm 
anything special either. I'm made up of 
the same dying matter as everyone 
else. I breath the same air, bleed the 
same crimson red, and shed the same 
sour tears when things don't go the 
way they should. I guess this makes 
for a pretty good argument in my case 
that I'm nothing special—at least no 
more special than the rest of you.
So why do I do it? Why do I get so 
caught up in trying to be the individ­
ual that people notice in a crowded 
cafeteria? Why should I care? I'm 
not looking for any sort of revolution­
ary answer that will change the way 
we all think because, like the rest of 
you, I'd be just as happy with a 
simple answer that will help get the 
job done.
This crisis started while I was sitting 
in class one day. I wasn't paying atten­
tion because I was hung over from 
going out the night before, and even if 
I had been feeling 100 percent I don't 
think I'd be paying attention anyways. 
The class was a dull core requirement 
taught by an equally dull teacher who 
was required to teach the class. I don't 
blame him for not having any sort of 
interest in the subject because I don't 
think anyone on the face of the earth 
would ever care about it. This was the 
sort of class where I would find myself 
checking my cell phone every few 
minutes because it always felt like 
hours had passed. It was one of those 
classes. You've had them, just like me.
Things got crazy when I thought 
about trying to sneak out early to get a 
head start on lunch. I turned my head 
to the back of the classroom to look out 
the window, towards 
the cafeteria. She 
didn't notice me 
because she was too 
busy scribbling 
down notes from the 
lecture (which I'm 
willing to bet she 
didn't care about 
either) and brushing 
her long, dark hair 
away from her face 
and glasses that sat 
on her mouse-size 
nose. In all senses of 
the word, she was 
cute. Not beautiful, 
mind you, just cute. 
But I guess it's an 
understatement to 
say "just cute" because there's nothing 
ordinary about it. She wasn't perfect, 
and she didn't try to be. She wasn't 
pretending to be something she was­
n't. She was who she was, and she did­
n't stick out because of it.
But I noticed. I noticed and I was 
smitten by the way she carried herself. 
Even more so, I wanted her to notice 
me back. There are thousands of girls 
that attend my school, but for some 
reason she stuck out to me. I wanted to 
be that person she noticed right back. I 
wanted to be separate from the thou­
sands of faces that she saw every day. I 
wanted to be something special. I did­
n't want class to end. I wanted to be 
there long enough for her to notice me.
She didn't notice me. In all her sim­
ple beauty and casual elegance, she 
didn't notice me back. She wasn't any­
thing special, but she was something 
different. She got up at the end of class, 
packed her things quietly, and walked 
right by me without giving me a
EMPTY CLASSROOM from www.probuilduk.com 
glance. We walked by each other a few 
times over the next few days, and not 
once did she draw her gaze in my 
direction. Eventually I did what every­
one else does: I gave up hope.
A gust of wind blows by me so 
strong that I almost fall over. My sights 
remain on my face in the sand, which 
begins to dissolve back to the nothing I 
created it from.
I light a cigarette and shrug. I can 
relate to what that feels like.
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by Alex BetGeorge 'ii
Portfolio Staff
The God of the Mountain sighs 
white wisped Clouds that swaddle 
His precipitous Cl iffs 
as Smoke does a Fire.
And yet, Time's Cuts in His Skin 
have not dulled His 
ruthless Demeanor.
.Methuselah the Mountain God.
* * *
The
Sun's saccharine Silver 
shines on the Slope's Snows. 
Nestled in intermittent Valleys: 
Ice-glazed Lakes 
etched in frosted Shores. 
Methuselah blows the Wind I ike 
a blunt Knife Blade
to lacerate his
scant-thin Habil iments, donned in 
unpremeditated Preparation, to 
quell the urgent Swell of Desire 
behind his Sternum.
To see the Beauty is to 
endure the Cold It emanates 
in Methuselah's premeditated 
Exhalations
which fail to thwart the
.one whose Id has mastered the Ego, the Superego.
he thwarts
the Presence of graveled Stones 
beneath his Feet with 
eager, climbing Steps
-over exposed Promontories,
-plying through Knee-deep Snows, 
-contorting his Path upward 
through foreboding Altitude
-that bites with Its
Lack of Oxygen 
-that parches his Tongue 
in overexerted Inhalations 
-that stiffens hisToes, Fingers, Bones, 
inking Them in Indigo.
And then his Brow begins 
to empty Its Contents 
in Vertigo. So 
the Beauty subsides into 
swirl ing Grays that make Their Way over his 
filmy Eye-Whites, 
he si its his Fingers 
into his Pocket, gl iding 
TheirTips over a smooth Surface.
Now a blazing Orange, sinking, 
contrasts against Its Pastel Sky.
But in his Del irium he sees 
several small silver Suns 
of Morning rooted in the Ground 
and plucks One from Its Place 
and si ides This Edelweiss into his
by Katie Caliva '10
Portfolio Editor
was near the old 
obscured in the
I dreamed of a fig tree last night. It 
was tall and strong and bearing the 
freshest fruits you can imagine. Never 
have you seen such figs, not in a 
Newton and not wrapped 
FICTION prosciutto- It was strange 
to dream of a fig tree. I'm 
not entirely sure what a fig 
looks like on the branch, nor what 
shapes the leaves take to make shade. I 
hope that my imagination did the tree 
justice, but I also hope that the real tree 
is as lovely as I dreamt it. The tree was 
in an open space near an old manor 
house, half-crumbling with age, a relic 
in modernity. I too, 
manor house, half 
swirling mist that 
seems habitually to 
permeate dreams.
I dreamed that I 
reached up to grab 
a fig, but I was too 
short and there 
were no ladders in 
sight. You came up 
behind me and 
asked me what the 
problem was. So I 
told you, told you 
that the figs were 
too high up, that I 
wanted one but couldn't reach. You 
could though. You with your unnatu­
ral height, true even in reality, fetched 
a piece of fruit for me in my dream. 
When it you handed it to me, though, 
it was not a fig. Despite my hazy 
understanding of figs, I know a tange­
lo when I see one and that's what you 
handed me.
I glared at you, glared at the tangelo, 
and hands akimbo demanded that you 
try again. You, condescending even as 
I dreamt you patted me on the head 
and told me that there were no figs, 
told me that figs were a figment of my 
imagination. I pointed out that you 
were a figment of my imagination. It 
was a lame retort but at that moment 
accurate in a way. You merely 
shrugged, unconcerned.
I dreamed that you kissed me last 
night. We were standing under a fig 
tree, standing near a manor house in a 
swirling mist. You were wearing an 
argyle sweater and your almost-trendy
I was disgusted by your 
anachronism and tried to push 
past you back into the mist 
that swirled eerily and 
obscured everything. You held 
me at the doorway, put your 
hand on my shoulder, forced 
me to look you in the eye.
Attention Photographers, Writers, and Artists: 
Portfolio wants to showcase your work!
eyeglasses, so thoroughly modem and 
stylish that I could have spit on you. I 
upbraided you for something and you 
responded by kissing me; a non 
sequitur if I ever saw one. What would 
a non sequitor look like if it could look 
like anything? Perhaps it would look 
like a fig tree that bears tangelos.
I dreamed that the manor house had 
a secret room, an underground parlor. 
I found it somehow, running away 
from you and your logical fallacy of a 
kiss. The room was Uttered with books 
and pens and delicate china teacups. It 
all looked so recently used that I was 
embarrassed at having come uninvited 
into the middle of the line. The story 
wasn't mine to read and so I tried to 
back away without disturbing any­
thing. I backed into you who had 
found me using the 
GPS application on 
your iPhone. I was 
disgusted by your 
anachronism and 
tried to push past 
you back into the 
mist that swirled 
eeirly and obscured 
everything. You 
held me at the 
doorway, put your 
hand on my shoul­
der, forced me to 
look you in the eye. 
You asked what you could do to make 
me love you and I said that I wanted 
you to find me a fig.
I dreamed that you pulled a fig from 
my ear. We were standing in the secret 
parlor that I found in an old manor 
house. There was a mist outside and 
somewhere nearby there was fig tree, 
but that's not where you got the fruit. 
You magicked it for me, pulled it out 
from my ear like a showman would 
pull out a quarter. That was no way to 
win a girl's heart, just like an iPhone 
was no way to track her. You never did 
anything the way you were supposed 
to. I told you so, and you shrugged. I 
reprimanded you and you kissed me.
I dreamed of a fig tree last night, 
dreamed of a manor house, dreamed 
of a swirling mist, dreamed of tange­
los, dreamed of bone china, dreamed 
of things that did not follow.
I dreamed of you last night and it all 
made sense in the morning.
vacant Button Hole.
And he I ifts his Pocket-Glass from Its Place 
to expose his Visage's mottled Skin, 
rudd ied by the Cl imb's dry Air, 
in a resurging Will to Power: 
To behold HIS Face 
free of Shame.
And This is 
what It is to live: 
.Beyond Good And Evil.
You do the creating, let us provide the ink.
cowl.portfolio@gmail.com
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One Last Pitch Thrown by Old Strech
by Tom Nailor '12
Portfolio Staff
The sunlight, filtered by the brim of 
the worn cap pulled down low across 
my brow, still managed to irritate my 
eyes. My right hand shook like a clum­
sy teenager's as I curled my 
FICTION firigers around the hard 
leather of the ball, rubbing 
the stitches as if they were 
the legs of a well-known lover. My left 
felt slick inside the brown leather of 
my glove, and I could see the liver 
spots forming a polka dot pattern up 
my forearm. Luckily, the sleeves of my 
uniform, baggy as they were on my 
creaking body, hid the other pattern 
dotting my upper arm across my vein; 
scars I just wished would disappear, 
though I never knew they would.
I could tell the crowd didn't give a 
damn who I was. This was a new era of 
baseball, and they came to games just 
to drink cold beers and to be wrapped 
up in something other than their per­
sonal lives. Lord knows I wanted to do 
the same thing on most days.
I can still remember the days when I 
could just peek my head out of the 
dugout, just give a little tip of my cap, 
and the crowd would rise as one, 
chanting for me, for Stretch. I was the 
pitcher who could stare down the 
biggest and baddest of them all, and 
knock 'em down a peg. One, two, 
three—just like that—all while stand­
ing at the mound and looking like a 
strong wind would just about pick me 
up and carry me off, or so the papers 
say. That's what they used to say, at 
any rate.
Now here I was, throwing the first 
pitch of the game for a team that 
nobody gave a damn about, here to get 
their butts handed to them by the top 
players of the day. Now here I was, a 
player that nobody gave a damn 
about, and I damn sure knew that as 
soon as I stepped down off the mound, 
to the courteous claps of 50,000 fans, 
I'd be slinking back into obscurity until 
I punched my last ticket and went on.
The smells in the locker room while 
I was suiting up were the same as ever, 
even with all the new-fangled equip­
ment, assistants running around like 
yahoos asking if I needed some water, 
something to eat, pain killers. Back in 
my day, you walked across the street to 
get yourself a cold beer if you were 
thirsty, and there wasn't nothing you 
could do if your arm was hurting 
except pray that it got better before 
they sang the anthem. But the smells, 
they were all there: The smell of sweat, 
salty and heavy in the air, mingling 
with just the right amount of fear and 
anticipation, and that elusive final 
ingredient, the smell of men who 
knew that in just a few moments, 
they'd be going toe-to-toe with other 
greats of America's pastime. That their 
fevered dreams while listening to 
games on the radio, reading about the 
greats in the newspaper, had been 
finally realized, and that they were 
those men. They were gods among 
men, and they knew it.
The announcers voice came boom­
ing over the loudspeaker, same as it 
ever had, telling the disengaged fans 
who I was, where I had played. I felt as 
if I was listening to my own funeral, as 
a close friend gave the eulogy, talking 
about all the great things I had done. 
This was my funeral, but if I had to die 
today, I thanked the Lord it was on the
mound, where I was bom to be. Then 
the nod from the umpire, the catcher 
crouching down and raising his mitt. 
And then, suddenly, I was bringing my 
left knee up to my stomach, feeling it 
creak, smelling the leathery mitt as I 
brought it in close to my face, I could­
n't even see the crowd anymore, just a 
blur of blue and white, and I could 
hear nothing except my heartbeat, 
even the flow of my own blood. Then, 
my right arm coming up and over, the 
ball rolling smoothly off my fingers as 
I released, and it seemed as if every­
Angels—A Tribute, Part 1
by Bobby Bretz '12
Portfolio Staff
If I could go
Where Edgar Poe
Has gone, and he where I, 
He might not spin a tale of woe
With such fearful symmetry,
While a colder note than his might flow
From the sea behind these eyes.
If I could be
Where Anna Lee
Does rest, and she where I,
She might not I ie so frigidly
Against the shore and sky, 
While a kind repose I ike she'd never see
Might finally be mine.
thing slowed down. The ball traveled 
as slowly as if I had thrown it under­
water, and yet it was off like a shot, 
slamming into the catcher's hand so 
hard that I could swear I could hear it.
The noise came back on full blast, 
the crowd roaring, and there it was the 
chant I had missed for all these years 
off the mound, there it was. They were 
yelling for me, they were yelling for 
old Stretch, the washed up star, as I 
strolled off the field, triumphant for 
one more day.
Tiffany&Earl
Making PC an emotionally stable 
place, one letter at a time . . .
Dear Annie,
Making out in 
Louie's? I don't 
care who you are 
or what your psy­
che looks—you're 
better than that. 
Everybody is bet­
ter than that. Just 
give me a minute 
to cleanse myself
on your behalf.
Okay, I think that I'm better now.
Putting your tacky indiscretion 
aside, let's talk about your other deci­
sions. List format might be the best 
way to parse out my value judgments.
Breaking up with your boyfriend: 
neutra. Hanging out with him last 
weekend: mature. Drinking heavily 
with him: bad. Making out with him: 
bad. Getting back together: AWFUL.
I know nothing about you, Annie. I 
know nothing about your relationship, 
or your life. I can, however, assume 
that the reasons you broke up included 
the burden of dating while in different 
physical and emotional places. You're 
still in different places, both emotion­
ally and physically.
Is it a bad decision for you to have 
gotten back together? Based on the fact 
that you're now questioning and/or 
regretting it, I'm going to go ahead and 
say, "Yes."
Obviously this is your life and your 
mistake to make. Before you decide to 
go ahead and try again or kick him to 
the curb (again) seriously think about 
things. Does having this guy in your 
life dramatically improve your stan­
dard of living or does the relationship 
cause you additional stress?
Reflect long and hard and then 
choose accordingly.
Dear Tiffany and Earl,
Last May my boyfriend of a year left college as a proud mem­
ber of the Class of 2008. We tried to keep things going, but after 
a few months we decided to break up. He was back on campus 
last weekend for Homecoming festivities, and on a tipsy trip 
down Memory Lane we ended up making out at Louie's.
Talking things over the next morning we decided to get back 
together, but now that he's gone I'm not so sure about it.
Do you think it's a good idea to try again?
—Amnesiac Annie




gives me very little 
to go on. There is no 
zeal or pain in this 
plea and any one 
that makes out in 
Louie's must be an 
emotional wheel­
barrow.
I am going to
have to assume certain things about this 
relationship and your lives. You may not 
like my ruminations but maybe a little 
anger will make you actually feel some­
thing, you frigid penguin's corpse.
First of all, it sounds to me like you 
suffer from what Stephen Hawking likes 
to call Motor Neuron Disease. This might 
cause your limbs (and likely your heart) 
to be overcome by Spinal Muscular 
Atrophy type IV. How does this have 
any bearing on your question, you ask? 
Well ask Mr. Hawking and he'll tell you 
(or type) how difficult it is to find a lady 
when you're not only immobile but also 
have the voice of a monosyllabic fungus.
This might account for tire fact I find it 
difficult to understand how you feel 
about this mutant. That often happens to 
robots. Luckily Louie's is wheelchair 
accessible.
I will also have to assume that your old 
beau lost his diploma down a storm 
drain and is now homeless living in the 
pine barrens of Northern New Jersey. It is 
a good thing he was raised in'Russia by 
dogs in a shanty town for Cossacks dur­
ing the Cold War because he will need 
that killer instinct to keep you safe from 
the Jersey Devil when you go to visit 
him. These images alone should let you 
know how I feel about this situation. 
KEPP THAT BOY! Those Bigfoot people 
are crazy good at sex.
This Week . . .
Merits of a Second Chance
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How are you feeling about the PC 
basketball victory over Pittsburgh?
Dan Landino '12
"We weren't around when Jesus was bom but we imagine 
that's what it felt like!"
Maureen Kitson TO, Brian Connaughton TO, Jon Zafonte '09
'We're going to start jersey chasing!" 
Courtney Nelson TO, Katherine Ali TO
"It's awesome we could win as the underdogs!" 
Wilfred Zapata '11, Lu warn Hayelom '11, 
Lilca Velazquez '12
"I am still hoarse!"
Andrew Guyton '09
wwwnypost.com
"Certainly didn't happen on my watch."
-Former Providence Coach Tim Welsh
Roving 
 The CowlPhotographer
I hope we can build from this in the future!"
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Alumni-Student
Spring Career Night
Monday, March 2 | 6:00 PM-8:00 PM | '64 Hall
Encore Wellness Clinic 
Tuesday, February 24. 2009 
7:30pm Slavin Center G01
Strategies for restful and 
restorative sleep
Join us for our annual networking night. This event is a 
great chance to speak with ALUMNI about careers while 
getting advice on how you can prepare for YOUR future!
Visit WWW.PROVIDENCE.EDU/CAREER to register!
Health Education & Wellness xl81"
Habitat For Humanity 
 Spring Break
Habitat
for Humanity March 7th-March 15th
Habitat for Humanity needs drivers for 
Spring Break! If you are 21 older with a 
valid license, please contact 
Sarah Bidinger(sbidinge@providence.edu).
It's a great chance to build, meet
friends, and drive a 12 passenger van!
Sponsored by The Office of Career Services, 
The Office of Alumni Relations & The Mai Brown Club
Latin Night
Sat, 2/28 Don’t miss SALSA 
8:00pm DANCING and 
McPhail's Free Foodi
I WANT YOU
FOR BATTLE OF THE Brains
We are looking for teams and volunteers 
for the Battle of the Brains on March 21st. 
You can sign up in the SAIL Office TODAY!
Please sign up NOW!
international Student Organization
and
Global Citizens Action Network
We commend your dedication to the pursuit of global awareness, 
cultural understanding, and diverse worldviews.
You are truly transforming yourselves and Providence College.
All the best for your future endeavors, 
Dean Beaulieu, Katherine Jacobs & Denise Miller
Recipe for a goodnights
Sleep!
featuring Soul Explosion & Dj Joey
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CALL NOW FOR YOUR
RESERVATION @ 401.749.1550.
It is our mission to provide a SECURE and PRIVATE living ex­
perience for college students. Our commitment to our stu­
dents is unyielding - we will exceed their expectations by 
providing updated, remodeled, and modern apartments cou­




“Outstanding Housing for Outstanding Students.”
401.749.1550
mark@the02908club.com
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Efejuku scored a career high 31 points against
Notre Dame and followed that up with 16 
points in an upset win over #1 Pittsburgh.
Doetzel won the 3,000 meters at the Big East 
championships on Sunday Feb. 22. Her Time 
of 9:13.12 qualified her for the NCAA's.
Scores Schedules
Friday, 2/20 Friday, 2/27
Women’s Hockey vs. Boston College L, 5-1 Women’s Track at New England Championships All Day
Women’s Swim & Dive at Big East Champs. Ind. Results Men’s Track at New England Championships All Day
Men’s Swim & Dive at Big East Champs. Ind. Results Men’s Hockey at Boston College 7:00 p.m.
Saturday, 2/21
Men’s Basketball vs. Notre Dame L, 103-84 Saturday, 2/28
Women’s Track at Big East Championships Ind. Results Women’s Hockey vs. Connecticut 1:00 p.m.
Men’s Track at Big East Championships Ind. Results Lacrosse vs. Hobart 1:00 p.m.
Women’s Swim & Dive at Big East Champs. 12 of 12 Women’s Basketball vs. Notre Dame 2:00 p.m.
Men’s Swim & Dive at Big East Champs. 11 of 11 Men’s Hockey vs. Boston College 7:00 p.m.
Softball at Florida International L, 4-1 Women’s Track at New England Championships All Day
Women’s Hockey at Boston College T, 1-1 Men’s Track at New England Championships All Day
Women’s Basketball at Rutgers L, 55-42
Softball vs. Fordham W,4-3 Sunday, 3/1
Tennis vs. Bryant W, 5-2 Men’s Basketball at Rutgers 2:00 p.m.
Men’s Hockey at Merrimack T, 1-1 OT
Sunday, 2/22 Monday, 3/2
Men’s Hockey vs. Merrimack L, 5-1 Women’s Basketball at Syracuse 7:00 p.m.
Women’s Track at Big East Championships 10 of 16
Men’s Track at Big East Championships 9 of 13
Softball vs. Missouri L, 5-0
Softball at Florida Atlantic L, 5-2
Tuesday, 2/24
Men’s Basketball vs. Pittsburgh W,81-73
Standings







w L w L
New Hampshire 16 2 22 5 5 Connecticut 14 2 26 2
Boston College 14 5 21 7 5 Louisville 13 2 22 5
Boston University 14 6 17 10 7 Pittsburgh 12 3 25 3
Providence 12 8 16 15 3 Marquette 12 3 23 5
Connecticut 12 8 19 11 4 Villanova 10 4 22 5
Northeastern 7 13 12 19 3 West Virginia 8 6 19 8
Vermont 5 15 7 25 2 Providence 9 7 17 11
Maine 4 15 5 23 5 Syracuse 8 7 20 8
scoreboard
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Sports Boss: Magical 
Night At The Dunk
Friars Snap Losing Skid
by Ryan Holt '09
Sports Staff
Just when you think they're out, 
they pull you back in. Yes, I know this 
is a tired line, but nothing else can 
describe what is going on with our 
basketball team.
After Saturday's debacle against 
Notre Dame it looked like all hope for 
an NCAA Tournament bid was lost. 
They lost their "bubble elimination" 
game with No. 1 Pittsburgh rolling 
into town just a few days later.
A week that began with the team on 
the maps of bracketologists ended 
with disappointing silence. The Friars 
were down and out.
What happened on Tuesday night 
was unreal. I'm still questioning if it 
actually happened. This team found a 
way to dust themselves off, regroup, 
and come back stronger than ever.
This wasn't only a win, it was a dom­
inating performance. The game was 
never tied, and the Friars never trailed. 
They jumped out early and never 
looked back. The first half closed with 
a 17-1 run by PC, giving them an 18 
point lead at the break.
The atmosphere in the Dunk that 
halftime was a combination of joyful 
disbelief and reserved celebration. The 
packed house was ready and eager to 
believe again but knew there were 20 
more minutes to play.
It had happened before. There was 
Georgetown, there was Marquette, 
and there was Louisville. Three highly 
ranked teams, three halftime leads, 
and three second half collapses.
Could it be different this time? 
Would it be different this time? We all 
soon found out.
The Friars picked up where they left 
off and kept on running. The lead went 
up to as much as 20. Yes, Pittsburgh 
made their runs, but the Friars always 
had control. Whenever they needed a 
stop, they made it. Whenever they 
needed a shot, it went in. When things 
looked like they were getting out of 
hand, Coach Keno Davis called a time 
out. Everything and everyone clicked. 
And what a night to do it.
This was a group longing for some 
sort of legacy. What better way to do 
that than Tuesday night?
This was the first Friar win over a 
top-ranked opponent in 33 years. This 
will be one that will live on for the 
ages. This one will be talked about for 
generations of Friar Faithful.
Everyone in the Dunk knew what 
this one meant. Not about tournament 
chances, we'll get to that soon, but for 
this school, for this program, for this 
city. The clock couldn't hit 0:00 fast 
enough. As the seconds slowly ticked 
away, the excitement built. Everyone 
knew what was about to happen.
As someone who grew up down the 
road, I've made many a trip to the 
Dunk, missing maybe a dozen or so 
games in my lifetime. I've seen good 
Friar teams and bad ones. I've seen 
bad opponents and those who were 
destined for greatness, even eventual 
national champions. And maybe that 
will be Pittsburgh's destiny.
But not Tuesday.
That is the magic of Friartown. That 
is the Dunk (Civic Center) I remember; 
going toe to toe with the big boys, and ! 
sometimes even taking them down. 
Not many teams can say that they out- 
toughed Pittsburgh. This is a team 
known for its hard-nosed, punch 'em 
in the mouth style of play. They are 
No. 1 for a reason.
That's what the Friars did last night. 
They played a complete game, their 
best yet. They played controlled disci­
plined offense, taking good shots, 
dishing the ball inside, and taking care 
of the ball. They turned the ball over 
only nine times and made 22 of 29 free 
throws. Defensively, they couldn't 
have been much better. They disrupted 
passes, clogged lanes, conquered 
screens, and caused commotion. 
Pittsburgh turned the ball over 18 
times, and rarely had a good look at 
the basket.
They couldn't have gone out any 
better fashion.
And now, they're not done. Thanks 
to their efforts, they're back in it. 
If they take care of business against 
Rutgers Sunday, they have a good I 
case to go dancing come March. A 
win on the road against Villanova or j 
a win at the Big East Tournament I 
will seal the deal.
Only time will tell how Selection 
Sunday will pan out. But now, for once 
and for all, this group has their legacy. 
They've given themselves, us, and this ; 
city a night we will never forget.
by Alexis Smith '12
Sports Staff
The Providence College Women's 
Basketball Team earned a hard-fought 
victory over Big East rival Marquette, 
with a score of 51-49, on Wednesday, 
Feb. 25. The Friars 
WOMEN’S improved to 10-17 overall 
HOOPS and 4-10 in conference. 
With two Big East games 
remaining, the Friars have 
earned more conference victories than 
they have since the 2000-01 season. 
Marquette won the fight off the boards 
by a slim margin (35-31), but the 
Providence defense held the Golden 
Eagles offense to under fifty points— 
quite an achievement given that 
Marquette has scored fifty points or 
more in 11 of their last 14 games. Two 
steals a piece by senior Chelsea 
Marandola and sophomore Mi-Khida 
Hankins led the steely defensive effort. 
Marandola led the offensive charge, 
and she was the Friars' leading scorer 
with 19 points. Marandola leads the 
team with 11.5 points per game, and 
her presence behind the three point line 
has been tangible all season. She made 
a crucial three-pointer shortly into the 
second half to tie the game and ensured 
that Providence stayed with the Golden 
Eagles for the rest of the game. 
Senior Shantee Darrian chipped in 
eight points in the effort, and Hankins, 
freshman Lola Wells, and sophomore 
Trinity Hull each added six points. 
Darrian's late-game heroics sealed the 
close game for the Friars. She blocked 
a shot in the final seconds of regula­
tion, and grabbed her team-high 
eighth rebound on the deflection. She 
was fouled on the play and made one 
of her two free throw attempts to 
secure the Friars' first victory over 
Marquette in team history.
Prior to the win against Marquette, 
the Friars were dealt a tough defeat by 
Rutgers on Saturday Feb. 21 at the 
Louis Brown Athletic Center in 
Piscataway, N.J. The Friars fell by a 
disappointing 55-42 score.
For Rutgers the leading scorer was 
Epiphany Prince who tallied a game- 
high 16 points to lead her team to vic­
tory. Also Kia Vaughn added 14 points 
of her own and a game-high of nine 
rebounds for the Scarlet Knights.
The loss dropped the Friars further 
down in the Big East standings with a 
3-11 conference record. Meanwhile the 
win by Rutgers kept them in the mid­
dle of the pack at seventh in the Big 
East standings.
The Scarlet Knights started the game 
off on fire, racing out to a 7-0 lead in 
just the first 2:39 of play. Providence, 
however, bounced right back with a 7- 
0 spurt of their own to tie things up at 
7-7 with 14:07 remaining in the first 
half. The Scarlet Knights didn't let that 
stand. They responded quickly, by 
running off an 11-2 run to put them 
back ahead by a score of 18-9.
Once again, Providence responded 
to the Rutgers run and cut the deficit to 
just three points with a score of 20-17 
at the 6:19 mark. Senior Chelsea 
Marandola netted back-to-back three 
pointers to help the Friars and sopho­
more Mi-Khida Hankins added a 
jumper of her own. Rutgers got hot 
down the stretch and wound up clos­
ing out the half with a 16-6 scoring 
average. They went to the locker room 
at the half with a 36-23 lead.
For the Friars Marandola hit 4-of-5 
attempts from the field in the first half, 
which included an impressive 3-of-3 
from beyond the three-point arc. Also 
for Rutgers Kia Vaughn recorded 10 
first-half points.
The Friars closed the gap to within 
seven points in the second half making 
the score 43-36 with 8:47 remaining in 
regulation after outscoring the Scarlet 
Knights 13-7 to begin the second half. 
Unfortunately Rutgers again respond­
ed with a 7-0 run to widen the scoring 
margin to 50-36 with 5:46 left on the 
clock. Both teams scored only 19 
points in the second half as Rutgers 
came away with 55-42 win.
Marandola was held scoreless in the 
second half of the game, but led the 
team offensively with 11 points total. 
Hankins notched 10 total points and 
sophomore Trinity Hull added eight 
points for the night and a team-high 
eight rebounds.
Providence will return to action in a 
home game Saturday February 28™ 
against number five in the BIG EAST 
standings, Notre Dame. The game will 
tip-off at 2:00pm at Alumni 
Hall/Mullaney Gymnasium in 
Providence, R.I. Come cheer on your 
fellow Friars!
Friars Drop Three of Four in Southern Tournament
by John Butler '11 
Asst. Sports Editor
The Providence College Softball 
Team endured a grueling weekend of 
play on the diamond in the FAIU 
Strike Out Cancer Tournament, in 
Boca Raton, Fla., on 
SOFTBALL Saturday and Sunday, 
Feb. 21 and 22. In spite of 
going 1-3 in the tourna­
ment, which was stacked with the 
some of the nation's most talented 
squads, the Friars are confident that 
last weekend served as an opportunity 
to test the waters, leading into Big East 
conference play in late March.
"We're trying to stay with the process 
and make improvements as far as our 
approach at the plate," said Friars 
Head Coach Kerri Jacklets. "We have 
scheduled it so that we'll see the best 
pitching the country before we start 
conference play. We just have to stay 
the course."
The weekend concluded with a frus­
trating 5-0 loss to Missouri, but the loss 
was marked by a solid showing by the 
Friars at the plate. Senior Mary Rose 
Sheehy recorded two hits in the losing 
effort, but in general, the Friars lacked 
timely hitting.
"If you look at the games we've lost, 
a lot of things just haven't fallen our 
way," said Coach Jacklets. "We out-hit 
Missouri physically. But if we get our 
timing down, the hits will start drop­
ping and we'll feel more comfortable 
and confident at the plate."
Certainly, the offensive potential is 
tangible for this Friar squad which put 
up six hits against Florida Atlantic on 
Sunday, Feb. 22, but ultimately lost 5-2. 
Two costly errors by the Friars moved 
this contest out of the reach of the 
offense's power.
Providence jumped out to a great 
start, following a leadoff single by 
freshman Michelle Huber. Huber 
stole second and third, and scored 
on a single by sophomore Justine 
Stratton. The Friars' second run 
came in the third inning on a Sheehy 
double that drove in junior Katelyn 
Revens from third.
If last weekend is any indication, the 
Friars are very close to properly align­
ing all the elements for a successful 
run this season. PC performed its best 
against Fordham on the back end of 
Saturday's doubleheader, and came 
away with a 4-3 win.
Senior Jennifer Maccio tossed a 
complete game, giving up only 
three earned runs and three walks 
on the afternoon. Maccio, along 
with junior righty Danielle 
Bertolette will see the most time on 
the mound this season for the 
Friars, and that is reassuring for the 
team, and for Coach Jacklets.
"We're getting our pitching in shape," 
said Coach Jacklets. "[Maccio and 
Bertolette] have the potential to go com­
plete games and their pitch counts will 
be lower as the season progresses."
Maccio affirmed that there is great 
potential for the squad's pitching staff, 
but that the success of the hurlers is 
largely the result of the iron sheet of 
defense behind the mound.
"[The defense] takes a huge weight 
off of my shoulders," said Maccio. "I 
am not a strikeout pitcher, so I rely on 
the defense a lot. This team will get the 
job done, and our defense is our 
strongest point."
The iron sheet committed just one 
error in holding the Fordham Rams to 
three runs, and the offense took care of 
the rest to seal the victory. The Friars' 
four runs came in an explosive sixth 
inning, during which PC batted 
around the order.
A base hit by junior Christy Becker 
sent Huber home, who had doubled to 
start the inning. Stratton followed up 
with a soaring triple that was good for 
two more runs. Senior Gina Rossi then 
sent a liner to right field, that should 
have been a single, but she advanced 
to second on a throwing error, and 
Stratton scored on the play to conclude 
the onslaught.
Earlier that day, the Providence ten 
lost a close one to Florida International 
University by a score of 4-1. The able 
pitching of Bertolette and Maccio gave 
up just one earned run. Three 
unearned runs off of two Providence 
errors proved to be too much for 
Providence's lone run, which came in 
the third inning on a ground-out by 
Revens that sent freshman Kim 
Pelland home from third.
The errors, though greater in vol­
ume than they ought to be, are not 
cause for alarm in the Providence club­
house so early in the season.
"[The errors] are a combination of 
practicing outdoors and getting our 
feet wet when we play outside," said 
Coach Jacklets. "We just have to get 
down to basics and that will alleviate 
the anxiety."
This will be the Friars' rallying call 
over the next week, during which the 
PC will look to fine-tune the offense 
and defense during a welcomed stretch 
of practice uninterrupted by games.
"It's difficult because we're all so 
anxious to get out there [on the field]," 
said Maccio. "But we're conditioned 
well. We've all been playing softball 
our whole lives. But fielding-wise, 
we'll be happy to get outside in the 
nice weather."
Providence returns to the field on 
Friday, Mar. 6, for five games in a 
three-day stretch in Fresno, Calif.
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Women's Hockey Set to Host UConn
by Al Daniel '11 
Sports Staff
Sydney Carton from A Tale of Two 
Cities. Kenny McCormick from South 
Park. The Providence College Women's 
Hockey Team from and their fight for 
home ice in the preliminary round of 
the Hockey East postseason.
Their shared quality: a habit of being 
recalled to life when such a turn­
around seems next to impossible.
Tattered by a 5-1 drawback at the 
hands of Boston College at Schneider 
Arena last Friday, Feb. 20, the Friars 
were floundering on a season-worst 
four-game losing streak and needed a 
non-negotiable two points in 
Saturday's rematch at Conte Forum to 
prop up their bid for home ice. And 
even at that rate, fans would subse­
quently have to submit to sacrilege 
and root for rival New Hampshire to 
oppress Connecticut on Sunday to seal 
that deal.
PC did half of their job in regulation, 
subsisting on senior Erin Normore's 
second period equalizer long enough 
to push a 1-1 knot into a shootout, 
thereby scraping out one point.
In the decisive one-on-one round, 
freshman Ashley Cottrell led off with 
her second shootout conversion of the 
season then watched to her exhilara­
tion as goaltender Genevieve Lacasse 
'12 stuffed a trinity of proficient 
Boston puckslingers—Kelli Stack, Allie 
Thunstrom, and Mary Restuccia—to 
cement the victory.
"You have to stay relaxed and hope 
that everything goes your way," said 
Cottrell, ostensibly burgeoning into 
PC's answer to Phil Kessel. "But hope­
fully we won't have to end anymore 
wins in a shootout. We want to end it 
in regulation."
COURTESY OF SPORTS INFO
Erin Normore '09 scored a goal in Providence's 1-1 shoot-out victory against 
Boston College on Feb. 21. Normore and the Friars will face the University of 
Connecticut in the first round of the Hockey East tournament.
By then, the Friars' playoff itinerary 
was still a tad vague. But for their part, 
they had made quick to cathartically 
whitewash the remnants of an unsa­
vory afternoon in the previous game.
"It wasn't mysterious," said head 
coach Bob Deraney in reference to the 
nimble turnaround. "That's how we're 
capable of playing. We just have to 
bring that type of effort every night."
On Friday, Providence basically had 
three shining seconds—the time it took 
for Cottrell to win an offensive zone face­
off back to linemate Mari Pehkonen '09, 
who scorched her 10th goal of the season 
to the left of celestial stopper Molly 
Schaus at 9:05 of the second period.
That aside, the Eagles had already 
sculpted a substantial 4-0 edge and 
facilely paced their way to a win that 
granted them a bye into the confer­
ence semifinals. All the while, a lone 
trumpeting BC superfan sullied the 
Schneider atmosphere with umpteen 
renditions of "For Boston." The 
home masses just had too little 
ammo to retort.
Hardly the type of mood the dogged 
Friars wanted to spill over into the so- 
termed second season, whether they 
in Tourney 
were to play at home, or at UConn's 
Freitas Ice Forum.
"We definitely didn't come out to 
play on Friday," said Normore. "But 
on Saturday, we knew it would be a 
big momentum booster to go into the 
playoffs with a win, so it was crucial 
that we did that."
And with the normally loathed 
Wildcats' 4-2 knockout of the Huskies 
on Sunday, PC and UConn finished 
with 25 conference points apiece. By 
virtue of winning two of three regular 
season meetings, the Friars have 
earned hosting privileges for this 
Saturday's 1:00 p.m. face-off.
It will be this campus' first home 
playoff hockey game since the men's 
program dropped a best-of-three set 
to Boston University in 2003. And it 
will be a chance for both contesting 
parties to change their recent history 
for the better.
The Huskies have lost all three of 
their Hockey East playoff engage­
ments with the Friars over the 
league's seven years of existence. 
Last year, they were mortified, 5-1, 
on their own pond across the western 
border. Now they shall invade the 
House That Lamoriello Built in a do­
or-die showdown.
Meanwhile, the Friars enter all the 
more learned, having just dealt with a 
vengeful Eagles' team whose playoff 
hopes they had dashed at the tail-end 
of last season.
"They'll be just as hungry as BC 
was on Friday," said Deraney. "I 
expect them to give us their best effort 
as they always do. The past doesn't 
matter. It's who shows up on 
Saturday, and who wants it more than 
the other, who's willing to focus to the 
end and make the plays necessary to 
emerge victorious."
Tennis
by John Butler '11
Asst. Sports-Editor
The Providence College Tennis 
Team earned bragging rights for 
Rhode Island supremacy on Saturday, 
Feb. 21 by defeating Bryant in a deci­
sive 5-2 victory at the Rally Point 
Racquet Club in Greenville, Rl.
Four singles victories paced the 
Friars' impressive showing which 
lifts their record on the spring sea­
son to an even 2-2. Sophomore 
Avushi Sinha earned a hard- 
fought point at No. 2 singles 6-3, 
3-6, 10-8. Sinha followed up her 
come-from-behind win by team­
ing up with senior Meghan Grlroy 
in No. 1 doubles. The duo notched 
an 8-5 win. A fine showing by 
sophomore Courtney Fuller and 
freshman Melanie Albert at No. 3 
doubles secured the doubles point 
for Providence, which proved to 
be insurance in the long run.
Providence recorded a total of four 
singles victories in six matches, which 
is testament to the depth that the team 
will enjoy for the remainder of the sea­
son. A victory at No. 3 singles for 
Gilroy was another feather in her cap 
on an impressive day. Also, solid wins 
by Albert at No. 4 singles and sopho­
more Ally Wegner at No. 6 singles 
sealed the deal on the afternoon. 
Wegner came back to win consecutive 
sets after losing her first.
This win by a large margin was 
certainly reassuring for a Friar squad 
that lost a heartbreaker of a match to
the Bryan Bulldogs in the fall season 
on a deciding doubles point that went 
in Bryant's favor. The evident 
progress that Providence has made 
since the fall season suggests that the 
remainder of the spring season will 
see a great level of competition.
The Friars will have some time to 
rest on their laurels and hone the 
skills that earned those laurels dur­
ing a stretch of four weeks with no 
matches. Providence returns to 
action at Syracuse on Sunday, Mar. 
22. The Friars will look to extend 
their win streak to three matches and 
move above the .500 mark for the 
first time in the spring season.
Men's Hockey
Former Providence College Hockey 
player Chris Terreri '85 was honored 
by the Hockey East Association, on 
Wednesday, Feb. 25 Hockey East 
named Terrari's 65-save performance 
in the Friars' 2-1 victory over Boston 
College in the Hockey East's first 
championship game the top individ­
ual performance in 25 years of 
Hockey East play. Providence won 
the 1985 championship on a goal that 
was set up by current Friars Head 
Coach Firn Army '85. 
Terreri is one of the greatest goal­
tenders in Friar hockey history with 
records in saves (1,418), games 
played in a season (41), and minutes 
in a season (2,512). He was also a 
member of the 1988 United States 
Olympic Team.
A recap of the week in Providence sports
Friars Update
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Hoops: Friars Stun Pittsburgh
continued from back page
With Blair on the bench, PC once 
again established the same style of 
play that they showed in the first 
half of action. Jeff Xavier followed 
the Hanke and-one with a three 
pointer and with 6:30 remaining 
Sharaud Curry nailed a three from 
the corner to put PC up 17.
In most cases a 17-point lead with 
under seven minutes to play would 
seem safe but against the number 
one team in the country no lead is 
totally safe. With Blair reinserted 
into the Panther's lineup, Pitt quick­
ly started to chip away at PC's 
advantage. A Lavance Fields three 
pointer and a Blair layup cut the 
Providence lead to just five points 
with 50 seconds remaining. Junior 
Brian McKenzie was then fouled and 
proceeded to calmly stick both free- 
throws to push the Friar lead back 
up to seven.
On the following Pitt posession, 
Blair knocked Jeff Xavier over on an 
illegal screen which fouled him out of 
the game and for all intensive purpos­
es ended the game. As time expired, 
Providence foundthemselves with an 
81-73 victory, their first over a number 
one team in 33 years.
Until Tuesday night, the five 
graduating seniors could look back 
on their careers and be proud. But 
now, it's a little more than that. They 
defied all odds, adding one more 
incredibly memorable game to the 
list. In 1976, it was the double-over­
time win against mighty Michigan. 
In 1978, it was the North Carolina 
game in the famous blizzard. The list 
no longer stops there. Now 2009 has 
'the Pitt game.'
What was unquestionably the 
most memorable win of their 
careers, will also be an unforgettable 
game for the coaches, the 11,887 fans 
who packed The Dunk and many 
more who watched on TV wishing 
they were there.
There is no doubt that without the 
emotion and enthusiasm from the 
five seniors, this game could have 
ended drastically different. They 
wanted something to remember, so 
they made it happen.
"We lost two important ones, we 
knew we had to get one and it had to 
be Pitt. They just happened to be 
number one," said Kale. "We were 
able to set the tone quickly out there. 
We weren't there to get rolled on, we 
were there to compete."
Throughout their careers, 
McDermott, Efejuku, Kale, Xavier, 
and Hanke have certainly ridden the 
Big East rollercoaster. Even this 
past season they have twice toppled 
over Cincinnati, then went on to lose 
to Marquette, climbed to the top 
again with a giant win over 
Syracuse and then most recently 
flopped to Notre Dame.
"The seniors have been through a 
lot," said Xavier. "We have been in 
these types of situations before. But 
tonight we were more determined 
than ever before."
Now that they are on top again, 
it's a question of how long they can 
make the ride last. With their win 
over the Panthers, the Friars can 
now enter back into the NCAA con­
versation.
On one level, Tuesday night's 
game was a contest of who wanted it 
the most. However, it was also a 
chance for the Friars, especially the 
seniors to let the basketball world 
know that their season is not over.
"It doesn't get any better than 
this," said Hanke." We have been 
struggling a little bit. But we knew 
we were good enough to beat any­
one on any given night."
Tuesday night's game was defi­
nitely four years in the making. 
Although, these five guys have 
shown glimpses of perfectly mesh­
ing together and all playing on the 
same page, it has never been so 
sweetly successful as last night.
"Everyone came together, espe­
cially the seniors, and played their 
role," said Hanke. "We did whatever 
it took to get the win."
Efejuku aggressively led the pack I 
with 16 points. Three other senior I 
Friars finished the night in double i 
digits. It was clear that the seniors | 
were infused with emotion from the 
start. Kale's 13 points and tough j 
defense on Dejuan Blair were critical 
in the win.
As the Friars piled into the lock- i 
er room at halftime with an 18 
point lead, the crowd started to 
strongly sense that a victory was in ; 
the near future and the players' 
confidence soared.
"We knew at halftime that we 
couldn't blow this lead. We couldn't 
let this one go. This is one we had to 
get," said Kale.
As students rushed the court, Kale 
knelt down at mid-court and kissed 
the giant Friar emblem. He knew 
that he and his fellow seniors had | 
played their hardest on their last 
night in The Dunk, all while making 
Friar history in the process.
"We're blessed to be playing in 
such a great league where every 
night you get a challenge and it just 
so happened that we got the biggest 
challenge all season on Senior 
Night," said Kale. "We knew the 
only way was to ride off into the 
sunset. We had to get this win. We 
had to end it in style."
Track: Friars Fare 
Well at Big East 
continued from back page
edge this incredible feat. The track 
team often goes unnoticed on campus 
yet it continually produces some of the 
top runners in the nation.
Trying to replicate the successes of 
the Valentine Invitational, the Men's 
and Women's Indoor Track Squads 
returned to action at the Big East 
Championships this past weekend at 
The Armory in New York City, N.Y.
Day one of the Big East 
Championships is comprised of most­
ly qualifying rounds for events. On the 
men's side for the Friars, freshman 
Dominic Channon qualified for the 
final in the mile race (4:07.75). 
McLaren qualified in the 1,000 meters, 
running a time of 2:25.43.
Though there were trials on day one, 
there were finals in two events, the 
5,000 meters and the distance medley 
relay. In the 5,000 meters, Senior 
Danette Doetzel placed second with an 
NCAA-automatic qualifying-time of 
16:01.78. Senior Katie DiCamillo and 
Junior Krystal Douglas placed fifth 
(16:33.84) and sixth (16:35.22) respec­
tively. On the men's side, Senior 
Richard Yeates finished sixth with a 
time of 14:28.09.
In the Distance Medley Relay, the 
men’s squad comprised of senior Nick 
Berlutti, sophomore Brian Stannard, 
senior Charles Dewey and McCarthy 
placed first with an NCAA-provision­
al qualifying time of 9:39.85.
The Men's and Women's Indoor Track 
squads returned to action once again, at 
day two of the Big East championships.
The men posted individual victories 
in both the 1,000 meters and 3,000 
meters. McLaren earned the honor of 
the Big East 1,000 meter champion. 
McLaren led the race from start to fin­
ish, crossing the line with a final time 
of 2:22.05. Channon stepped to the line 
for the final in the men's mile race. The 
race was slow and tactical, but 
Channon hung with the leaders, fin­
ishing fourth with a time of 4:08.20. 
With victories in the distance medley 
relay, the 1,000 meters, and the 3,000 
meters, the men had a strong showing, 
placing ninth-overall in the team 
standings with 43 points.
In the 3,000 meters for the men, 
McCarthy (Waterford, Ireland) out- 
kicked the competition and claimed 
the title of Big East champion with a 
winning time of 8:07.06. The final 
event of the day for the Friars was the 
4x800 meter relay, where the team 
made up of Berlutti, Dewey, Channon, 
and McLaren placed fourth overall 
with a time of 7:32.02.
In the mile on the women's side, 
freshman Hannah Davidson placed 
eighth in a time of 4:53.67 and team­
mate Emma Perron was ninth in a time 
of (4:57.28). In the 3,000 meters, senior 
Danette Doetzel came out on top, 
claiming her second Big East individ­
ual title. After finishing second in the 
5,000 meters the night before to 
Villanova senior Frances Koons, 
Doetzel fought back by securing victo­
ry over Koons in an NCAA-automatic 
time of 9:13.12. Teammate Krystal 
Douglas '10 placed fourth (9:25.40) 
and senior Katie DiCamillo was sev­
enth (9:32.63). The women were tenth­
overall in the team standings with 33 
points.
The men and women compete next 
week at the New England 
Championships at Boston University 
on February 27 and 28.
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After beating NO.l Pittsburgh, will Providence do enough over the rest of the rest 
of the season to earn an NCAA tournament birth?
Welcome back Providence College. 
After a demoralizing week which 
included blowout losses at Louisville 
and vs. Notre Dame, the Friars have 
played themselves back into the 
NCAA tournament conversation, 
albeit on Senior Night. This was a vic­
tory the Friars had to have because 
their resume has thus far lacked signa­
ture wins. Sure PC beat Syracuse when 
the Orange were ranked #15, but 
Syracuse is currently unranked. Pitt is 
a national title contender and potential 
#1 seed. The selection committee will 
definitely highlight this win for PC 
when making a case for the Friars 
against other bubble teams. Playing in 
the toughest conference and finishing 
in the Top 8 are pretty good resume 
builders too.
The numbers for the Friars aren't 
eye-popping. Their RPI is in the low 
70s and the SOS is in the 30s. The worst 
loss of the season was in the season 
opener vs. Northeastern, a team that 
might win the CAA, and the best non­
conference win came against URI. 
Aside from the Pitt and Syracuse victo­
ries, the only other conference wins PC 
can hang its hat on is beating Cincy 
twice. All in all, the win vs. Pitt didn't 
seal a postseason birth, and there is 
still work to be done by the Friars. It is 
crucial for PC to win Sunday at 
Rutgers and wouldn't hurt to upset #12 
Villanova next Thursday. As of now, 
PC is 9-7 in league play and sits in sev­
enth place. Finishing 10-8 is good but 
the Friars might need one, possibly 
two BE tourney wins to secure an 
NCAA birth. Going 11-7 and getting 
one BE tourney win would alleviate a 
lot of stress for Keno and his players 
come Selection Sunday. Can the Friars 
rally around this win and make one 
final push towards a NCAA tourney 
berth? I'd like to think the National 
Coach of the Year and a hungry group 
of seniors will get it done.
— Chris Crawford '10
Friars Send 14 To Big East Championship
SWIM &
DIVE
by John Butler '11 
Asst. Sports Editor
The Providence College Swimming 
and Diving Team sent a skilled contin­
gency of 14 swimmers to the Big East 
Championship in Indianapolis, Ind. This 
was the largest group of 
Friar swimmers to com­
pete in the Holy Grail of 
swimming competitions 
since the 2001 season. 
The women's squad earned the 12th spot 
thanks to 54 hard-earned points and the 
men.finished in 11th place with a solid 60 
points.The Providence charge was led 
by sophomore Courtney Larcom, who 
broke the Providence record in the 
1650-yard freestyle, a race of almost 
incomprehensible length in which 
only the grittiest contenders earn suc­
cess. Larcom registered a 17:47.22 fin­
ish, and bettered her qualifying time 
by 22 seconds. This is Larcom's second 
school record on the season, as she set 
the school record in the 1500-meter 
freestyle in January.
The talented corps of junior Carrie 
Lamb, freshman Sarah Riley, senior 
Blair Flynn, and freshman Caroline 
Caliri swam in the 200- and 400- yard 
medley relays and earned 11th place in 
both races. Sophomore Alexis Fatigati, 
who had been hovering right above 
the 2:00 mark in the 200-yard freestyle 
during the latter part of the season, 
Remember, Cowl readers ... we want to 
hear from you! Just e-mail your questions 
either about PC sports or sports in general to 
cowlsports@gmail.com, and we’ll do our 
best to answer them—and stir up a little 
debate if we can!
Thanks,
The Cowl Sports Staff
They seemingly have it all. Strength 
of schedule. A fair record in the 
nation's best conference. The national 
attention. And now, they have the sig­
nature win. But this season, an NCAA 
Tournament bid is not in the cards for 
the boys from Smith Hill.
The Friars' resume is impressive, but 
it is marred by losses that should have 
been wins, and perhaps more damaging, 
blowouts that should have been dose 
games. To secure a bid, the Friars will 
have to make some serious waves in the 
Big East Tournament.
Tuesday night's victory against 
Pittsburgh is monumental and truly 
laudable, but it is ultimately the combi­
nation of PC's fortune and Pittsburgh's 
misfortune coindding to our benefit.
Add a fine defensive display by 
Providence, and you have the recipe for 
a major upset. But the defense has been 
streaky all season, and the Friars' post­
season life hangs on the effidency of the 
defense. Specifically, three factors will 
determine how the Friars fair for the 
remainder of the season. First, how well 
Sharaud Curry and Jeff Xavier can 
guard the perimeter from three-point 
attack. Second, to what extent Jon Kale 
and Geoff McDermott can dominate 
the paint by grabbing rebounds. Third, 
the ease with which the defense adapts 
to offenses from half to half.
The Friars are beat up. They have 
worked hard this season, no question, 
but the level of physicality that these 
next two weeks require will be difficult 
for McDermott's ailing knee and a pla­
toon of players that needs some seri­
ous time for recuperation. PC has 
come a long way in a season, and that 
they are even in conversations like this 
is praise for Coach Davis and Co. But 
unless the offense outweigh the 
defense's shortcomings, PC will have 
to wait another year to earn a spot in 
the bracket of brackets.
—John Butler '11
broke the barrier by nearly two sec­
onds by finishing in a time of 1:58.43.
For the men, the Providence freestyle 
relay team did not disappoint. Juniors 
Michael Loftis and Mathew Card, sen­
ior Ryan Clark, and freshman Matt 
Green competed in both the 200- and 
400-yard freestyle relays. The team 
earned 11th in both races with impres­
sive times. Junior Tim Reilly and sen­
ior Chris Ray teamed with Loftis and 
Card in the 400-yard medley relay, in 
which PC also notched eleventh.
The Friars recorded several laudable 
individual finishes during the meet as 
well. Reilly did well in the 100-yard 
butterfly and 200-yard backstroke, 
while freshman Collin Casciano repre­
sented PC in the 200-yard butterfly. 
Card recorded a 52.86 time in the 50- 
yard freestyle, and Loftis had a fine 
showing in the 200-yard freestyle with 
a 1.46.15 finish.
The Friars' grand showing at the Big 
East Championship marks the illustri­
ous finish of a season during which 
times improved dramatically, numer­
ous swimmers recorded qualifying 
times, and the swim team celebrated 
its 25th anniversary. Although the men 
will graduate five seniors and the 
women will graduate four, a diligent 
and driven group of underclassmen 
remain, and will undoubtedly contin­
ue the 2009 team's legacy of excellence.
No More "Baby, It's 
Cold Outside"
by Casey Reutemann '09 
Sports Staff
Somehow in the last month your 
beginning of the semester attitude has 
gone from "Hey, its great to see every­
one. That break was too long!!'' to 
"Hi, no time to chat...I'm over­
whelmed and under-rested...how 
much longer till May?"
Perhaps this is an exaggeration, but 
it's undeniable that every semester 
seems to take off and pick up speed 
more suddenly than expected. Further, 
spring semester seems even more daunt­
ing in these early days where expecta­
tions are high and energy levels are 
unusually low. Unfortunately, a case of 
the winter blues does not serve as a valid 
excuse for substandard academic, 
extracurricular and/or social activity.
The fact of the matter is, however, 
those feelings of dreariness, anxiety, 
and lethargy are widespread and often 
seem debilitating in these cold winter 
months. Everyone suffers from it in 
some way; from a lack of motivation to 
accomplish mundane tasks, reduction 
of exercise, over-consumption of com­
fort foods to an all-out self-declared 
hibernation period.
While it may seem like a great idea 
to spend your Saturdays cozy in bed 
watching movies and shutting out the 
chilly world around you (it sounds 
good to me!), an excessive amount of 
i this kind of behavior can actually 
intensify, not reduce, those feelings of 
laziness that led you to your bed in the 
: first place!
Think about it—if you resign your­
self to feeling low, sluggish and less 
i than enthusiastic about...well, every­
thing, you'll miss out on half the 
semester!! Try holding off on raising 
the white flag and surrendering to 
those winter blues. If you put a little 
thought and energy into maintaining a 
consistent routine through these last 
weeks of winter, you'll beat those 
blues and be more than ready for 
sunny skies and bike rides come April!
Exercise: It seems impossible at 
times, but get up and get moving; no 
matter what! Physical activity is your 
best defense against the winter blues, 
so don't let anything stop you from 
sneaking in a little exercise whenever 
it's possible. Can't get yourself to the 
gym? Pop in an exercise DVD instead
Hockey: Struggles 
Continue in League Play
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big picture and we know that you 
are never out of a playoff race until 
you're out. It's pretty dire but the one 
thing you do is continue to teach and 
be as ready as you can to give yourself 
a chance to win."
"We just need to maintain and try 
to score some goals which we haven't 
been doing," said sophomore Kyle 
MacKinnon. "We need to work that 
much harder because they aren't 
going to give anything to us."
On Saturday night, PC traveled to 
North Andover where they played to 
a draw with host Merrimack. The 
Warriors struck first when Chris 
Barton skated in on a breakaway and 
fired a shot which deflected off of 
Beaudry and into the back of the net. 
The Friars responded just over a 
minute later when freshman Matt 
Bergland scored his eighth goal of the 
season. Senior Nick Mazzolini and 
sophomore Ian O'Connor were credit­
ed with assists on the goal.
The Friars maintained the shot 
advantage the rest of the way, but 
neither team was able to score the 
game winner. Cannata finished with 
32 saves while Beaudry finished 
with 29 stops.
Junior John Cavanagh speaks for 
of that movie you were going to watch. 
Better yet, put the exercise DVD in 
your computer and the movie in your 
DVD player so you can watch and 
work out simultaneously!
Get outside: Again, an undesirable 
concept, but one you should force 
yourself to try. Cold as it may be, get­
ting outside for a few minutes of fresh 
air a day is proven to lift your spirits 
and lower your stress levels. Grab a 
friend, bundle up, and take a walk to 
Dunk's or LaSalle for a hot cup of cof­
fee; you'll be warmed up and smiling 
in no time.
Eat right: Your mood is directly 
affected by the things you put in your 
body. Submitting to your cravings for 
comfort foods (which often come in 
the form of processed foods made of 
sugar and "white" carbs, like grilled 
cheese, ice cream, etc.) causes your 
blood sugar levels to spike before com­
ing crashing down. The result is irri­
tability, lethargy and inability to con­
centrate...sound familiar? Focus on 
reaching for whole grains, adding in 
more fruits and veggies, and opting for 
sweet treats that are low in sugar.
Ask for help: If you find yourself 
feeling unusually low, don't internal­
ize it. Whether it be a friend, family 
member, counselor or, at the very least, 
a journal, focus on addressing your 
emotions. Just as eating too many 
processed foods can result in grumpi­
ness, so too can bottled up feelings 
wreck havoc on your mental and phys­
ical well-being. Even if you can't solve 
whatever problem is making you feel 
down, getting your feelings out in the 
open can certainly relieve some stress.
If these tips sound redundant then 
good; they are no different than the 
things you should be doing every day 
of every other season! The point is, as 
difficult as the winter months make it 
seem, your efforts to establish and 
maintain healthy routines shouldn't 
come to a standstill every time the sky 
is grey and the air is brisk. While it 
may be easier to get motivated when 
the flowers are in bloom, putting in the 
effort to stay in shape, eat healthy and 
be happy through these dreary months 
results in the satisfaction of knowing 
that yes, you can do anything you set 
your mind to, even when "baby it's 
cold outside!!" 
the team by noting what is on the 
line for the Friars.
"It is do or die and our playoff lives 
are at stake," said Cavanagh. "We are 
going to have to win, and we hate to 
rely on other teams to lose to get us in 
but that's where we're at. We don't 
want to play with a sense of urgency 
but right now our season is on the line 
and it's up to us to end strong."
The Friars look to overtake Maine 
for the final spot in the Hockey East 
tournament this weekend when they 
travel on Friday, Feb. 27, to Chestnut 
Hill to play Boston College and host 
BC Saturday night, Feb. 28, at 
Schneider Arena at 7:00 p.m.
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Pitt-Stop: Friars Shock Number One Panthers
by Dan Ollquist '10 and 
Mollie Quinn '09 
Sports Staff
As the dock struck 0:00 and the 
court became a sea of Providence 
College students, the unthinkable had 
become a reality; Providence College 
had defeated No. 1 Pitt. 
MEN'S The "big win" that had 
HOOPS eluded this team's senior 
class came on its final 
time playing in front of 
the hometown fans and catipulted the 
Friars back into the NCAA tourna­
ment picture.
Entering the game on Tuesday, 
Feb. 24, most Friar fans were just 
hoping that their hometown heroes 
wouldn't get blown out by the 
nation's number one team. Even 
Head Coach Keno Davis was skepti­
cal about stopping Pitt's big man, 
Dajuan Blair, saying "I don't see any 
way to be able to stop [Blair]."
The Providence players thought 
otherwise. From the opening tip, it 
was obvious the the Friars were not 
going to let the Panthers dictate the 
flow of the game.
Over the first five minutes of action, 
PC raced out to a 15-4 advantage as 
they easily penetrated against what 
normally is a very tough Pitt defense 
and found their big men on the basel- 
ing for easy buckets. Setting the tone 
for the Friars in the early going was 
senior Jonathon Kale, who tallied six
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Sharaud Curry 'io helped lead the Friars to an 81-73 upset win over No. 1 
Pittsburgh on Tuesday, Feb. 24. For the game, Curry 15 points including an 
important three-pointer down the stretch that helped put the game out of reach.
points in the opening five minutes and 
also took an important charge on Pitt's 
star Dajuan Blair.
After the initial spurt of strong play 
by PC, the Panthers answered with a 
run of their own and cut the Friars 
advantage down to four at 29-25 with 
5:55 remaining in the first half.
Coming out of a well-timed Keno 
Davis timeout, the Friars went on a run 
that proved to be the definitive part of 
the game. Over the final five minutes of 
play in the first half, PC outscored the 
Panthers 15-1 to give them a an impres­
sive 44-26 halftime edge over the 
nation's number one team.
Keying the first half success for the 
Friars was inspired defensive play 
which has been absent from Friars all 
season long. Keno Davis's matchup 2- 
3 zone really confused the Pittsburgh 
offense and helped contain Dajuan 
Blair on the low block. Just as impres­
sive as PC's first half defensive was 
their offensive play which was able to 
easily attack the basket for easy looks 
in the paint. PC's trio of big men, sen­
iors Jon Kale, Geoff McDermott, and 
Randall Hanke combined for 21 first 
half points and did a tremendous job 
of keeping the Panthers, who entered 
the game as the top rebounding team 
in the nation, off of the glass.
Providence entered the locker room 
with a boat load of confidence but as 
we've seen against Louisville and 
Marquette, no halftime lead against an 
elite team is safe. Pitt opened the half 
with a 5-2 run to cut the lead down to 
15, but the reslilient group of Friars 
countered with a three-pointer by sen­
ior Jeff Xavier and a layup by junior 
Sharaud Curry to push PC's lead up to 
a game-high 20 points.
After the Curry layup put the Friars 
up 51-31, Pittsburgh fought back with 
an 11-1 run which cut the Friars lead 
back down to 10 points.
Coming out of a media timeout, 
Randall Hanke provided the Friars 
with a huge lift. He first scored off of 
an offensive rebound and then on 
the following possession posted up 
on Dajuan Blair and scored on an 
and-one to push the Friar lead back 
up to 15 and more importantly put 
Blair on the bench with four fouls.
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Friars Look to Keep 
Playoff Hopes Alive
by Chris Mammen '11
Sports Staff
The Providence College 
Men's Hockey team posted a 0- 
1-1 record this weekend, falling 
to 7-18-5 overall and 4-14-5 in 
Hockey East play. 
MEN'S PC squared off 
HOCKEY against 
Merrimack on 
Saturday, Feb. 21, 
and Sunday, Feb. 22, posting a 1- 
1 draw on Saturday and suffer­
ing a 5-1 loss Sunday, despite 
home-ice advantage and the 
shot advantage both nights.
"Our approach is to possess 
the puck and put a lot of shots 
at the net," said Friars Head 
Coach Tim Army. "In the last 
six games we haven't been 
able to get the lead and it has 
hurt us. Sunday was a real 
microcosm of the season, 
when we make critical mis­
takes and bad decisions at the 
wrong times and let our oppo­
nent capitalize and play from 
in front."
On Sunday afternoon, the 
Friars fell back into their old 
habits, giving up three straight 
power play goals at one point, 
and never really looked like 
they were contending. The 
Warriors jumped out to a 1-0 
lead in the first period on a 
power play goal from 
Merrimack's Joe Cucci, who 
added another goal just min­
utes later to bring the Warrior 
lead to 2-0. The Friars were 
unable to respond before the 
first intermission despite hold­
ing a 17-6 shot advantage.
Merrimack added another 
goal early in the second period 
before sophomore Austin 
Mayer finally responded for 
the Friars, firing a feed from 
senior Pierce Norton past 
Merrimack goalie Joe Cannata. 
The Friar resurgence was 
short-lived as Merrimack 
regained its three goal lead and 
later added an empty net goal 
to finish the Friars off 5-1.
The Friars finished with a 
39-21 shot advantage but 
Cannata managed to stop 38 
Sunday was a real 
microcosm of the season, 
when we make critical mis­
takes and bad decisions at 
the wrong times and let 
our opponent capitalize 
and play from in front
Coach Tim Army
of those shots en route to his 
sixth win of the season. PC 
freshman goalie Alex 
Beaudry tallied 16 saves and 
was saddled with his sixth 
loss of the season.
"We had the opportunity to 
close in on Maine and you just 
can't come into your own 
building and lose 5-1," said 
Coach Army. "It was very dis­
appointing and I think the 
worst loss I have suffered in 
my four years here. As a coach 
though I need to look at the 
big picture and we know that 
you are never out of a playoff 
race until you're out. It's pret-
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Mac-Attack: McLaren and
McCarthy Run Sub-4 Miles
by Chris Torello '11 
Sports Staff
During Ray Treacy's tenure 
as coach of the Providence 
College Track Team, the Friars 
have established themselves 
as one of the pre- 
INDOOR miere track pro- 
TRACK grams in the 
country. From 
Kim Smith '05 to Martin 
Fagan '08 the Friars have 
received a number of incredi­
ble performances through the 
years, but none may have 
been more impressive than 
teammates, Hayden McClaren 
'10 and David McCarthy '11 at 
the Valentine Invitational on 
Feb.14.
As has been the case all sea­
son long, McCarthy and 
McClaren have dominated on 
the track but on this day they 
achieved something that 
would create a buzz through­
out the collegiate track world.
The runners that compete at 
the Valentine Invitational are 
some of the most talented run­
ners in the country but on this 
day they were no match for 
McClaren and McCarthy. In 
the mile event, the two blazed 
out to an early lead and never 
looked back. The two paced 
each other and stayed at the 
front of the pack for the entire 
race. As the two neared the 
finish line the gap between 
them and the rest of the field 
continued to grow. When 
McCarthy crossed the finish 
line with a time of 3:57.75 fol­
lowed by McLaren just three
COURTESY OF SPORTS INFO
Hayden McLaren '10 finished second in the mile at the Valentine 
Invitational with a time of 3:57.78. McLaren became just the 
fourth Friar ever to break four minutes in the mile event.
hundredths of a second later, 
they became just the third and 
fourth runners in school histo­
ry to break four minutes in the 
mile event.
The rest of the field didn't 
even come close to the Friar 
duo, with the third place run­
ner, Matt DeBole clocking in 
with a finishing time of 
4:04.94. The historic perform­
ance by McLaren and 
McCarthy automatically qual­
ified them for the NCAA 
championships, which will 
take place March 13 and 14 at 
Texas A&M Universtiy.
For their efforts, McLaren 
and McCarthy received some 
much deserved recognition. 
Around campus many stu­
dents took note of the historic 
run at the Valentine 
Invitational and several stu­
dents put up posters of the 
two runners in Raymond 
Cafeteria on the PC campus. 
The Duo has individual action 
photos under the title, "The 
Mac-Attack." Needless to say, 
it is very refreshing to see the 
PC student body acknowl-
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